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 GRACE LUTHERAN’S MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

As disciples in Christ, we support our faith community, encourage spiritual 
growth in everyone, and serve all creation with Christ-like love. 

 

 We accomplish this by: 

  spreading God's Word 

  building relationships 

  serving the community 

  reaching out to those in need 

For God so loved the world… 
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From the pastor’s desk, 
It’s seems like one more place to see our Advent ~ Christmas schedule 
is a good idea, with so much going on. 
 
Sunday worship @ 9:15am 
November 28 (1st Sunday of Advent) 
December 5 (2nd Sunday of Advent) 
December 12 (3rd Sunday of Advent) 
December 19 (4th Sunday of Advent) 
Youth led worship 
December 26 (1st Sunday of Christmas) 
January 2 (2nd Sunday of Christmas) 
Lessons & Carols 
 

Wednesday worship @ 6:30pm (meals @ 6:00pm) 
December 1, 8, 15 “Love is Patient” 
 

Christmas worship  
December 24 (Christmas Eve, Friday) @ 5:00pm and 11:00pm 

Christmas Eve preludes begin @ 4:30pm and 10:30pm 
December 25 (Christmas Day, Saturday) @ 9:15am 
 

Sunday School from 10:30-11:30am 
November 28 no class  
December 5 (plus ‘Holiday Happenings’ from 11:30am to 2:00pm) 
December 12 (last class of 2021, and Congregational Meeting) 
 

Congregational Meeting  
December 12 following worship 
The two items on the agenda are: the approval of a 2022 Budget, and 
consideration of a chair lift for inside stairwell at our north entrance.   
At the request of the Stewardship Committee, Jim Schlouch 
(Administration & Finance) will also highlight the Pay-It-Forward effort. 
 

Your schedule is built around so much more than these events.  Many of 
you are engaged in yet more of the ministries at Grace. There may also 
be activities with school, family/home, friends, or work. And this is a 
time for special community events, and favorite movies. There is 
preparing for Christmas itself, and most important of all: thinking about 
others.  May the worship and faith formation that we share - be Grace 
for you - in this oft times too challenging season. 
                                        with Grace, Pastor Krieger 
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              Notes from the Cantor… 
 

I love Advent. Not so much the frantic busy preparation for big projects 
and travel and decorating and shopping—that’s “getting ready for 
Christmas.” But Advent itself is so much more.  

In the lectionary, our Advent readings (and, by extension, songs), zoom 
out from our details, to see God’s big picture of justice, 
and zoom back in on the details God wants us to see: the 
poor, the outcast, the misfit. Just as the end of the church 
year in November brings us around to God’s cosmic 
justice, in Advent, we are reminded by a poor, unwed, 
pregnant girl that “God will cast the mighty from their 
thrones of power.” This is good news for her and for all 
victims of the abuse of power. It is also good news for 
those of us who try to be a part of God’s justice and love in the world, 
but who sometimes despair whether we can really make much of a 
difference. God WILL bring about justice, and we are called to be a part 
of that, but it will happen because of God, not us, and on God’s 
timetable.  

This beautiful recent text by Mary Louis Bringle captures some of this: 

1 Now the heavens start to whisper, as the veil is growing thin. 
 Earth from slumber wakes to listen to the stirring, faint within: 
 seed of promise, deeply planted, child to spring from Jesse's stem! 
 Like the soil beneath the frostline, hearts grow soft to welcome him. 

2 Heavy clouds that block the moonlight now begin to drift away. 
 Diamond brilliance through the darkness shines the hope of coming day. 
 Christ, the morning star of splendor, gleams within a world grown dim. 
 Heaven's ember fans to fullness; hearts grow warm to welcome him. 

3 Christ, eternal Sun of justice, Christ, the rose of wisdom's seed, 
 come to bless with fire and fragrance hours of yearning, hurt, and need. 
 In the lonely, in the stranger, in the outcast, hid from view; 
 Child who comes to grace the manger, teach our hearts to welcome you. 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953, © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting 
usage under valid license. Reprinted under OneLicense #A-724651. 

Search YouTube for “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper SUO 
GAN” (that’s the tune name), to hear this beautiful song as it appears in 
All Creation Sings, our new hymnal supplement. 

Keep singing,  JB 
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   YOUR HEALTH NEWS 

 Parish Nurse...Diana Weyhenmeyer 
 

COPING TIPS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
 The past two years have 
been difficult especially with 
COVID-19.  Holidays present many 
demands on people such as 
cooking, shopping, baking, 
cleaning and entertaining.  You 
may also feel stressed, sad or 
anxious because your holiday 
plans may look different during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  Mayo 
Clinic has provided some practical 
tips to minimize holiday stress. 
You may even end up enjoying the 
holidays more than you thought you would. 

Tips to prevent holiday stress and depression 

When stress is at its peak, it's hard to stop and regroup. Try to 
prevent stress and depression in the first place, especially if the 
holidays have taken an emotional toll on you in the past. 

Acknowledge your feelings. If someone close to you has recently 
died or you can't be with loved ones for other reasons, realize that 
it's normal to feel sadness and grief. It's OK to take time to cry or 
express your feelings. You can't force yourself to be happy just 
because it's the holiday season. 

Reach out. If you feel lonely or isolated, seek out community, 
religious or other social events or communities. Many may have 
websites, online support groups, social media sites or virtual 
events. They can offer support and companionship. 

If you're feeling stress during the holidays, it also may help to talk to 
a friend or family member about your concerns. Try reaching out 
with a text, a call or a video chat. 

Volunteering your time or doing something to help others also is a 
good way to lift your spirits and broaden your friendships. For 
example, consider dropping off a meal and dessert at a friend's 
home during the holidays. 
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YOUR HEALTH NEWS continued… 
 

Be realistic. The holidays don't have to be perfect or just like last 
year. As families change and grow, traditions and rituals often 
change as well. Choose a few to hold on to, and be open to 
creating new ones. For example, if your adult children or other 
relatives can't come to your home, find new ways to celebrate 
together, such as sharing pictures, emails or videos. Or meet 
virtually on a video call. Even though your holiday plans may look 
different this year, you can find ways to celebrate. 

Set aside differences. Try to accept family members and friends as 
they are, even if they don't live up to all of your expectations. Set 
aside grievances until a more appropriate time for discussion. And 
be understanding if others get upset or distressed when something 
goes awry. Chances are they're feeling the effects of holiday stress 
and depression, too. 

Stick to a budget. Before you do your gift and food shopping, decide 
how much money you can afford to spend. Then stick to your 
budget. Don't try to buy happiness with an avalanche of gifts. 

 Try these alternatives: 
  Donate to a charity in someone's name. 

 Give homemade gifts. 
 Start a family gift exchange. 
 

Plan ahead. Set aside specific days for shopping, baking, connecting 
with friends and other activities. Consider whether you can shop 
online for any of your items. Plan your menus and then make your 
shopping list. That'll help prevent last-minute scrambling to buy 
forgotten ingredients. And make sure to line up help for meal prep 
and cleanup. 

Learn to say no. Saying yes when you should say no can leave you 
feeling resentful and overwhelmed. Friends and colleagues will 
understand if you can't participate in every project or activity. If 
it's not possible to say no when your boss asks you to work 
overtime, try to remove something else from your agenda to make 
up for the lost time. 

Don't abandon healthy habits. Don't let the holidays become a free
-for-all. Overindulgence only adds to your stress and guilt. 

Try these suggestions from the clinic: 
 Have a healthy snack before holiday meals so that you don't 
 go overboard on sweets, cheese or drinks. 
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Join  us  weekly  for  worsh ip  in  person or  on l ine:   

FACEBOOK and YOUTUBE   
You can go to either our website at 

 www.gracelutheran-springfield.org  
 

on Facebook to Historic Grace Lutheran Church or to our YouTube 
Channel: Grace Lutheran Church Springfield IL and you will be taken to 
a link that will allow you to view the video of the service for the week-

end. If you need pastoral assistance please call the church office. 

YOUR HEALTH NEWS continued… 
 Eat healthy meals. 
 Get plenty of sleep. 
 Include regular physical activity in your daily routine. 
 Try deep-breathing exercises, meditation or yoga. 
 Avoid excessive tobacco, alcohol and drug use. 
 Be aware of how the information culture can produce undue 
 stress, and adjust the time you spend reading news and social 
 media as you see fit. 

Take a breather.  Make some time for yourself. Find an activity 
you enjoy. Take a break by yourself. Spending just 15 minutes 
alone, without distractions, may refresh you enough to handle 
everything you need to do. Find something that reduces stress by 
clearing your mind, slowing your breathing and restoring inner 
calm. My daughter is doing this every day and it really starts her 
day on a good foot.   

Some options may include: 

 Taking a walk at night and stargazing 
 Listening to soothing music 
 Reading a book 

Seek professional help if you need it. Despite your best efforts, 
you may find yourself feeling persistently sad or anxious, 
plagued by physical complaints, unable to sleep, irritable and 
hopeless, and unable to face routine chores. If these feelings last 
for a while, talk to your doctor or a mental health professional. 

 These ideas all came from Mayo clinic web site.  
 

Happy Holidays and hope you enjoy them more this year than last. 
In Christ's Love, Diana 

http://www.gracelutheran-springfield.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGjtMhzSgWUhHvokkQJdZhQ
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Attendance records Online and In Person 

 

            You Tube       Facebook 

 

 

December 5 
Greeters: Jim & Maurine Orr 
Ushers: Frank Beckman &             
Paul Derlitzki  
Assisting Minister/Reader:            
Diana Weyhenmeyer 
 

December 12 
Greeter: Jean Scherer 
Ushers:  Verne & Carolyn Nelson 
Assisting Minister/Reader:            
Rosie O’Fallon 
 

December 19 
Greeters: Joe & Kim Gietl 
Ushers:  Chris & Mary Schofield 
 

Christmas Eve 5:00 pm 
Greeter: Laurie Farrell 
Ushers:  Chuck & Diana 
Weyhenmeyer 
Assisting Minister/Reader:                
Sara Oehlert 

Christmas Eve 11:00 pm 
Greeter: OPEN 
Ushers:   OPEN 
Assisting Minister/Reader: OPEN 
 
Christmas Day  
9:15 am 
Greeter: OPEN 
Ushers:  OPEN 
Assisting Minister/Reader: OPEN 
 
Christmas 1 December 26  
9:15 am 
Greeter: OPEN 
Ushers:  OPEN 
Assisting Minister/Reader: OPEN 

Serving the Assembly in December 

Pentecost 21 10/17/2021 80  In-person 

Pentecost 21 10/17/2021 23 73 

Pentecost 22 with Baptism 10/24/2021 102   In-person 

Pentecost 22 10/24/2021 15 63 

Reformation Pentecost 23 10/31/2021 78  In-person  

Reformation  Pentecost 23 10/31/2021 35 59 

All Saints 11/7/2021 90  In-person 

All Saints 11/7/2021 29 89 

Pentecost 23 11/14/2021 78  In-person  

Pentecost 23 11/14/2021 18 48 
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Advent DEVOTIONALS 
There are Advent devotionals for adults, families and children alike. 
There are special Advent Candle fold outs for the kids and devotionals 
with traditions for adults and families. They are on the back window sill 
of the sanctuary.  

 
Church Decorating Schedule 
 

Sunday, November 21 (following Education Hour): install Advent wreath 
and switch to blue paraments.   
 
Week of November 28:  Hang evergreen wreaths and bows when they 
are delivered during the week.  (Extra help will be appreciated on the 
weekday they are delivered.  We’ll let everyone know when they arrive.) 

Week of December 6: The Christmas tree will arrive.  We will enjoy the 
simple, natural beauty of an undecorated tree 
on Sunday 12/12. 
 
Sunday, December 12 (following Education 
hour/Meeting): decorate tree 

Sunday December 19, The lights on the tree 
will be lit during the Sunday Church School 
service. (perhaps at "a star appeared..." or 

some other dramatic place) 
 
Sunday January 2 (following Education hour): take down decorations 
 

ADVENT IS ON THE WAY! 
The Advent Season is just around the corner and we have 
some   things planned. December 1,8,15 beginning at 
6:00 pm We will have a prepackaged Subway sandwich, 
chips, dessert and drinks will be provided each night and 

devotions will follow beginning at 6:30 pm.   
You can sign up on the white board so that we know how 

much to prepare for.  We will also be streaming the devotion time via 
ZOOM LIVE so you can also join us in that way as well.   

OUR THEME IS LOVE… 
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VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CARD  
We want to have something special this Christmas 
that involves all people of Grace. Once again we are 
making a virtual Christmas card.  Videos can be a 
message of well wishes and Merry Christmas.      
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 Everyone needs to submit their videos by December 4th. 

 Videos can be done via any smart phone/tablet 

 Each video should be under 30 seconds 

 People can either do them all together or individually – whatever 
they prefer.  

 Do not have any music in the background while doing your video 

 You can hold up signs, you can sing short song, you can just wish  
everyone a Merry Christmas. 

  We want to have as many people as possible participate. Thank you 
for taking the extra time to do this. If anyone has trouble being able to 
email/text a video due to file size…contact Kari Downey and she can see 
if she can help. Her number is 217.638.3567 her email for the videos is 
kdowney@hprmarketing.com. We thank Kari once again for her 
leadership with this project. Get creative and have fun!   

 We want you know just how important you are to our Grace family!! 

 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS 
Grace will offer opportunities to celebrate  

Christmas with worship on  
 

Friday, December 24 Christmas Eve at 5:00 and 11:00 pm 
with half hour prelude music before both. 

 

Saturday, December 25 Christmas Day  
we will worship at 9:15 am and  

 

               Sunday, December 26 we will worship at 9:15 am.  
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“Advent calendar" of giving for the cold 
months ahead. 
During the month of December, each day add an item to a 
box or bag. Please bring those items in for our 
intergenerational time at 10:30 am on or before January 9, 
2022 as we again pack those kits and also send Epiphany 
cards to our homebound members. We used the kits we 
packed in the fall very quickly and the need is great for the 
coming months. This is a great thing you can do from 

home. You can even incorporate the elf if your home has one.  
These are just common items that are extremely appreciated by those in 
our neighborhood who lack these basic necessities.  If these items cannot 
be found you can substitute as necessary. All are welcome! 

December 1-Socks 

2– Deodorant 

3-Toothbrush 

4-Toothpaste 

5– Bottles of water 

6– Band-Aids 

7- Lip Balm 

8-Travel tissues 

9-Wipes (small packs) 

10-Hand Sanitizer 

11-Granola Bars 

12– Gallon Zip lock Bags 

 

13-Socks 

14– Deodorant 

15-Toothbrush 

16-Toothpaste 

17– Bottles of water 

18– Band-Aids 

19- Lip Balm 

20-Travel tissues 

21-Wipes (small packs) 

22-Hand Sanitizer 

23-Granola Bars 

24– Gallon Zip lock Bags 

Merry Christmas!! 

Servant Opportunities 

 Help fund Christmas baskets 

 Collect for the necessity kits for Advent giving 

 Give gloves, scarves or hats to the trees 

 Be included in the virtual Christmas Card 

 Ring the bell at Scheel’s 

 Bake or come pack cookies for our homebound members 

 Come and decorate the sanctuary 
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Thanksgiving Basket Blessings 

Thank you to those who gave both in honor of loved ones 
and those who are caring for our community.  

Curt and Valerie Benanti to remember Clara, John &  
Carolyn Benanti, Edna Nation, Betty & George Clough 
and Adysen Lowery 

Wayne and Sandy Benanti to remember Mr. & Mrs. Lee 
Benanti, and Adysen Lowery 

Ann Evans in honor of my grandchildren 

Annie Ellis to remember Charles Wilhelm 

Laurie Farrell to remember loved ones. 

Larry & Leona Garrison in honor of Garrison Etheridge, Amos              
Etheridge, and Lari Garrison 

Trudy Israel to remember Pastor Bertrand & Maxine Petrick and Charles 
& Bernice Israel. 

Corrine Kircher to remember Frank Kircher and Helen & Ray Howell 

Chris Schofield to remember Sylvia Crawford 

Betty Webb in honor of all our staff at Grace 

Chuck and Diana Weyhenmeyer to remember family and friends 

Lynn Wilson in honor of Wilson, Dietz family 

STEWARDSHIP—GIFTS FROM GOD 
Our congregation is comprised of many individual pieces to form one 
church in fellowship with God. Being a steward can mean many things in 
our congregation and is directly related to how we use our spiritual 
gifts. Please listen to your heart and see if God is calling you to help in any 
way in our church.  TIME AND TALENTS… Please take time to prayerfully 
consider what your support of Grace Lutheran Church will be in 2022.  
Remember, it takes all of us working together using our TIME, TALENT, 
AND TREASURES to make mission and ministry come alive in our congre-
gation, into our community, and around the world. Take a step of faith and 
possibly try something new.  
They will be collected the weekend of December 12 at the time of 
the offering and we will have a special prayer of blessing. 
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NOTICE: Annual Budget Meeting  
Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 10:30 am.   

Budgets will be ready by the end of November by email,        
by mail and/or at the back of church.   

Sunday, January 30, 2022 10:30 am will be our regular  
Annual meeting.  

 
You are invited to go to queensboro.com (based in 
Wilmington, North Carolina) and look through the ap-
parel they offer.  If you are interested is clothing or 
outerwear that promote Grace, you can either place 
the order yourself (and perhaps get a quality logo 
yourself from Aaron Babel), or let Pastor know the 
exact product, size and color, and we can place the 
order for you.  

 

MOBILITY and Hospital Items… do you have extra medical items 
such as walkers or chairs or beds??? You can donate those here in 
town and/or if you are in need they have many items in stock.  

Their information is Illinois Assistive Technology Program 1020 S. 
Spring Street, Springfield, IL 62704.  Email: iatp@iltech.org  

Website: https://www.iltech.org/  Phone:(217) 522-7985 or (800) 
852-5110 

Grace’s CSIS sister congregations now through May 2022    
The Wartburg Parish (wartburgparish.org) is a Geographical Parish made 
up of four Lutheran congregations located in southwestern Illinois. The 
congregations of the Parish include:   
   Peace Lutheran Church in Chester 

St. John Lutheran Church of Bremen 
St. John Lutheran Church of Post Oak 

                   St. Peter's Lutheran Church of Wine Hill  
We are looking for a liaison from the congregation to be in contact       
with this parish. If you are interested please call Kim in the office or 
speak to Pastor Tom about more information. If you would like to see 
more information about the Parish itself visit:  
https://www.wartburgparish.org 

https://www.iltech.org/
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Please note there will not be Sunday School or 
Confirmation on December 26 or January 2. 

 

Join us each week at 10:30 am!! 
 All are welcome! 

Hearts and Hands for Jesus” will be our main theme this year and we 
have awesome teachers and creative ways to learn.   

Sunday school meets on the second floor each week in the large 
Sunday School room at 10:30 am.  

We will also have weekends of service projects for all to participate in 
throughout the year to share God’s love.  Our next project will be on 

January 9 during Education hour.   
 

ADULT FORUM…please join us Sundays at 10:30 am in the 
fellowship hall. Our topics for Forum are as follows:   

December 5  Puppet Ministry  

December 12  Annual Congregational Budget Meeting 

**December 19 Youth led worship 

December 26 & January 2 no Education hours 

January 9 we will be joining together with children of all ages to make 
necessity kits for our neighbors (see Page 10) and to write and decorate 
Epiphany cards for homebound and military.  

January remaining tentatively: Racial Justice issues 

Please let us know if you would like to participate via ZOOM and we can 
set up OwlBert.  Please join us! 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS...will meet regularly on Sunday 
afternoons at 1:00 pm. December 12 for this month.  
 

 
Brown Bag Bible Study will continue Thursdays at 
12:10pm.  Please join us as we continue studying God’s 
word.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

12:30 pm Faith/Grace 
Circle 

6:00pm Midweek           
Advent Dinner 

6:30 pm Advent worship 

7:15 pm Wreaths 

2 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag 
Bible Study 
 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

3 

 

4 

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS 
CARD VIDEOS DUE 

 

Grace Food Pantry will be closed beginning Tuesday  

Dec 21 and will reopen January 3 from 11:00am—1:00pm 
 

The church office will be closed Monday  

December 27—31 

Kim will be checking messages.  

5 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

11:30 am Kid’s  
Holiday Happening 

6 

11:00-1:00  

Food Pantry 
 

1:00 pm Savvy                   
Caregivers at SSCL 

 

 

7 

9:30 am Staff Meeting  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

5:30 pm Twisted  

Stitchers at Debbie Rigg’s 
home 

 

 

8 

5:00 pm Food Pantry 
Board 

MEAL FOR  WARMING 
CENTER 

6:00pm Midweek Advent 
Dinner 

6:30 pm Advent worship 

9  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

11 

9:00 am Cookie  
packing with breakfast 
 

Bell Ringing at 
Scheel’s 
 

2:00 pm Washington 
Place Christmas  

12 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

10:30 am Budget 
Meeting  

1:00 pm  

Confirmation 

13 

11:00-1:00  

Food Pantry 
 

1:00 pm Savvy                   
Caregivers at SSCL 

 

 

14 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

10:30 am Property 

12:00 noon Admin &  

Finance 
 

5:30 pm Ruth Circle Dinner 

15 

Food Baskets 

6:00pm Midweek           
Advent Dinner 

6:30 pm Advent worship 

7:00 pm Choir practice 

16 

9:30 am West Central 
Conference at Grace 

 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

 

 

 

17 

Food Baskets 

 

Grace Notes 

 

 

18 

 

19 

9:15 am Worship  

led by  

the Youth  

 

NO  

Education  

Hour 

 

20 

11:00-1:00  

Food Pantry 
 

1:00 pm Savvy               
Caregivers at SSCL 

21 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

 

22 

 

23 

 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

 

24 CHRISTMAS EVE 

4:30 pm Prelude 

5:00 pm  

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight  

10:30 pm Prelude 

11:00 pm  

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight  

25 CHRISTMAS DAY 

9:15 am  

Christmas worship 

26 

9:15 am Worship  
 

NO Education Hour 

27 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

28 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

29 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

30 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

31 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!!!!! 

DECEMBER 2021 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

12:30 pm Faith/Grace 
Circle 

6:00pm Midweek           
Advent Dinner 

6:30 pm Advent worship 

7:15 pm Wreaths 

2 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag 
Bible Study 
 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

3 

 

4 

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS 
CARD VIDEOS DUE 

 

Grace Food Pantry will be closed beginning Tuesday  

Dec 21 and will reopen January 3 from 11:00am—1:00pm 
 

The church office will be closed Monday  

December 27—31 

Kim will be checking messages.  

5 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

11:30 am Kid’s  
Holiday Happening 

6 

11:00-1:00  

Food Pantry 
 

1:00 pm Savvy                   
Caregivers at SSCL 

 

 

7 

9:30 am Staff Meeting  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

5:30 pm Twisted  

Stitchers at Debbie Rigg’s 
home 

 

 

8 

5:00 pm Food Pantry 
Board 

MEAL FOR  WARMING 
CENTER 

6:00pm Midweek Advent 
Dinner 

6:30 pm Advent worship 

9  

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag 
Bible Study 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

11 

9:00 am Cookie  
packing with breakfast 
 

Bell Ringing at 
Scheel’s 
 

2:00 pm Washington 
Place Christmas  

12 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

10:30 am Budget 
Meeting  

1:00 pm  

Confirmation 

13 

11:00-1:00  

Food Pantry 
 

1:00 pm Savvy                   
Caregivers at SSCL 

 

 

14 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

10:30 am Property 

12:00 noon Admin &  

Finance 
 

5:30 pm Ruth Circle Dinner 

15 

Food Baskets 

6:00pm Midweek           
Advent Dinner 

6:30 pm Advent worship 

7:00 pm Choir practice 

16 

9:30 am West Central 
Conference at Grace 

 

11:00-1:00 Food Pantry 

 

 

 

17 

Food Baskets 

 

Grace Notes 

 

 

18 

 

19 

9:15 am Worship  

led by  

the Youth  

 

NO  

Education  

Hour 

 

20 

11:00-1:00  

Food Pantry 
 

1:00 pm Savvy               
Caregivers at SSCL 

21 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

 

22 

 

23 

 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

 

24 CHRISTMAS EVE 

4:30 pm Prelude 

5:00 pm  

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight  

10:30 pm Prelude 

11:00 pm  

Christmas Eve  

Candlelight  

25 CHRISTMAS DAY 

9:15 am  

Christmas worship 

26 

9:15 am Worship  
 

NO Education Hour 

27 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

28 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

29 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

30 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

31 

Office &  

Food Pantry   

Closed 

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!!!!! 

DECEMBER 2021 

TREE delivery 
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Greetings from Little Lambs Learning Center Uganda... Our children 

are all healthy and thriving considering the times we live in. We 
do not take that for granted and therefore thank God for His 
Divine Protection and Provision. So much has happened this 
year at our little learning center ...  

Our kids were able to take a trip to the zoo for the very first 
time that was something. We went on a two day camping trip, 
another first and took a trip to Lake Victoria (the largest lake in 
Africa shared by three countries and the second biggest in the world; they had 
never been. God made a way for us to construct a picnic area where our children 
now have all their meals ,this area now also acts as our parent teacher meeting 
place and our lunch hour prayer times with the children also happen here....so 
call it an all purpose outdoor area where our small birthday parties also happen 
especially on a nice sunny day! We are thankful for that too.  

Despite being locked down for 2 months we were still able to offer educational 
services to our children from their homes as our current ACE curriculum favors a 
homeschooling setup. As we wind up our school year we are excited yet again to 
see what God is going to do in and through the lives of these children.   

We also have a Christmas party coming up on the 11th of December....  we want 
to give our kids shoes, clothes, blankets and backpacks this Christmas. We also 
always send them home with a special Christmas food package each so they do 
not spend Christmas hungry.  

I can now proudly say our learning center is fully registered and licensed with the 
Ministry of Education. We still have a long way to go and so much work that still 
needs to be done but we are grateful for how far we have come.  

Thank you GRACE for believing in these little ones and making them your own. 
May God bless you all for your tireless labor of love towards our children!  

  —Love and prayers from Uganda 
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Stories of Grace—Stewardship 
Stories of Grace is a monthly opportunity to celebrate the difference 
God makes in the lives of the people of, and the community around, 
Grace Lutheran Church.  Stories of Grace is a ministry of our 
Stewardship Committee.  Think on that a moment; this is stewardship.  
This is one of the reasons we support Grace. 
 

Our December 2021 Story of Grace highlights one of Grace’s best 
equipped ministries:  Stephen Ministry.  At present, Grace has seven 
Stephen Ministers; they are willing to help more people become so 
trained, and they are here to serve those in need of spiritual care and 
support.  The name of care receivers are kept confidential, so it is a 
rare honor for us that this care receiver has given us permission to 
know who it is in this month’s Story of Grace, partly in the hope that 
others might also know the benefit that Stephen Ministry has to offer… 
 

“I know I’ve got a friend coming over for a while,” captures what 
Stephen Ministry has come to mean to Tom Myers.  For the last half a 
year or so, Tom has been meeting with Stephen Minister Jim Hobbs at 
the same time and day every week, and Tom has come to feel that 
they can “talk about church or anything we want.”  “I look forward to 
the conversation,” Tom says, giving thanks that it is “a primary 
connection with the church when church isn’t somewhere you can get;” 
“it is consoling.”   
Health concerns and Covid have made this a really challenging year, 
and God’s deliberate presence in these get-togethers makes a 
difference.  “The anticipation” of our next meeting is a good thing, as is 
the reality that it “keeps me from being in solitude.”  The time Tom 
spends with his Stephen Minister has also been helpful for thinking 
about how to say things to others - respecting their genuine concern, 
while at the same time respecting he and his family’s dignity.  Hitting 
upon a shared interest, Tom looks forward to doing some fishing with 
his Stephen Minister, too!  
 

Our thanks to Tom for sharing with us an expression of what Stephen 
Ministry can be; Stewardship Storyteller of Grace, Pastor Krieger. 
 
   

DIXIE ALVIES 
DOROTHY BAHRE 
GLENDA BOWLES 

 

GEORGIANN 
BREDEHOFT 

GLORIA GAGNON 
MARGE HANNER 

EUNIE KRONE 
ELEANOR SAKRIS 
ANN SCHLICHT 

CRYSTAL SHADID 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND 
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Prayers of Grace/Stephen Ministers 

Our Prayer Ministry is alive and well and the email responses that 
many of you have offered to each prayer are uplifting and greatly 
appreciated by those we pray for.  Keep 'em coming! Pastor Krieger 
had another great idea to help us continue to build our prayer minis-
try.  He suggested that once a week we share the names of people 
who are "Still in our Prayers" so that we are mindful of their ongoing 
needs. This is another way to keep our prayer ministry strong and I 
am grateful for this suggestion. To make this happen I will send out 
a weekly list on Saturday or Sunday.  You are an active part of this 
ministry so feel free to hit "reply all" and add others to the list. If 
you would like to join the Prayer Chain, have updates you want me 
to add to the “Still in our Prayers” list, or if you want to be taken off 
of the list just let me know.  Thanks, Sara Oehlert  In need of pray-
er?  - Call the church office (217) 522-3965   - Email Sara Oehlert at 
soehlert@aol.com 

A word from Stephen Ministry:  
Holi-days, Holy Days 
 

God walks among us in Jesus, because God 
loves us and calls us to renewed relationship. 
That is the central message of Advent and 
Christmas.  
 

Stephen Ministry is here for you if you need a 
safe place to work through it all. Confidentiality 
is an essential in our work. We won’t rush you to 
“don’t worry, be happy.” We will walk beside you 

as you explore what is inside you, where your faith is challenged and 
where it is authentically supportive. To walk with each other is holy 
ground every day.  Advent and Christmas recall us to that holy 
ground as Jesus comes to walk beside us. Let us know if we can help 
you. Your Stephen Ministry team: Cindy Anderson, Jim Hobbs, Su-
san LeMasters, Sara Oehlert, Lindsay Clemons, Charlotte Blumle, 
and Jan Conrady. 
 
 
 
EACH DAY WE CAN OPEN OUR EYES and KNOW THAT GOD IS WITH US and FOR US . 

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  
As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Grace Lutheran 

Church Food Pantry is to feed the hungry. 
  

 In October, the Food Pantry served 582 households and 1,451 
individuals, both significant increases over the 490 households and 
1,184 individuals served in October of 2020.  This increase continues 
a trend in recent months and likely reflects a number of factors, 
including expiration or reduction of certain benefits that may have 
been alleviating some level of need in the pandemic. 
 
 For the year through Oct. 31, we had served 3,923 households, 
a 4.5 decrease from a year ago, and 9,476 individuals, virtually the 
same as a year ago.  We continue to see many larger households with 
clients sometimes telling us that they have combined households with 
others or taken in grandchildren temporarily. 
 
 The Pantry is blessed every year by significant donations of non
-perishable cans and boxes of food around the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons, and this year will be no exception.  Already we 
have heard from St. John's Lutheran Church, Our Savior's Lutheran 
School, Franklin Middle School, and Springfield Clinic Radiology to 
make arrangements to deliver holiday food collections. 
 
 Another annual event is the delivery of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas food baskets that is undertaken as a partnership of Grace, 
Peace Lutheran Church and the Pantry.  Ninety baskets with non-
perishables, snacks, hams, milk, eggs, bread, potatoes and hygiene 
items are prepared for 80 families at four local schools and 10 
additional families at both Thanksgiving and Christmas (and again at 
Easter next spring).  Costs of the baskets are covered by the 
congregations of Grace and Peace and do not impact the Food Pantry 
account. 
 
 Our finances remain healthy, with an account balance of 
$80,026 at the end of October.  For the year, donations and grants of 
$77,458 have exceeded expenses of $74,872, enabling us to provide 
more dairy, produce and personal items for our clients and better 
meet the needs of the homeless. 
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 In December, we are going to reduce our hours by 30 
minutes so that are open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 
11 to 1 instead of 11 to 1:30.   
The idea is to reduce burdens on our volunteers a bit as we come into 
the colder months without creating a hardship for our clients.  We were 
fortunate last winter that the weather did not disrupt our outdoor 
distribution on a significant number of days, but we'll be conscious of 
reducing the number of people who need to be outside and the length 
of time they spend outside when severe weather hits -- balanced with 
meeting the needs of clients and recognizing that they, too, are 
challenged to get out and about and help their families in the cold, 
snow and ice. 
 The Pantry will be open Monday, Dec. 20 and then close for the 
holidays and our annual deep cleaning until Monday, January 3.  Our 
thanks to Joyce Abrams for again organizing our cleaning day. 
Doug McFarlan, Director 
 
**SINCE PUBLICATION TIME:  Grace Lutheran Food Pantry has 
been selected by local Hy-Vee store leadership as the benefiting non-
profit in the Reusable Bag Program!  For the month of December 
2021, Grace Lutheran Food Pantry will receive a $1 donation 
from each purchase of the $2.50 reusable red "My Heart" Bag at 
the Hy-Vee store located at Hy-Vee 2115 South Macarthur Blvd., 
Springfield IL. Stop by Hy-Vee and pick one up today! 

Holiday Happenings in PJs 
 

Kid’s Holiday Happening is set for December 5 from  

11:30 am—2:00pm.  All are welcome!  Please let Kim know as 
soon as possible if you would like to participate or help.  Older 
youth feed and entertain younger youth, while parents have the 
gift of free time, or the freedom of gift time.   
This will be a PJ day at church and for Kids Holiday Happening - if 
they are comfortable, the kids can and are encouraged to wear 
PJ's for the day including worship and Sunday school.  Or if not, 
they can bring them to change in to.  
We may take some pictures at the event - if you would NOT  
want your child's photo taken just let me or Pastor know.  No 
names will be published for any publication usage.    
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Holiday Food Baskets have been a long tradition 
of  Grace Lutheran Church. We partner with other 
Lutheran churches and schools in the area to provide 
food to help make the holidays a bit better for families 
in need. Baskets are provided before Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and Easter. It is time once again to look 
toward funding and implementing the holiday basket 

program. Though funded separately from Grace Food Pantry by Grace, 
Peace Lutheran and St Johns Lutheran, we use obtain the food through 
the pantry and reimburse it for the costs.  We have distributed baskets 
for Thanksgiving. Please consider donating to the Holiday Baskets, 
which cost about $50 per basket. Grace pays for 60 baskets per 
holiday. That is $3,000 for each of Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter. 
Your help is appreciated.  Each family receives a tote with about $50 
worth of groceries and personal items, including a ham, milk, bread, 
eggs, potatoes, apples, numerous non-perishable cans and boxes of 
food, and a bag of toiletries. You can support this ministry by donating 
cash (earmarked for Holiday Food Baskets) and/or the nonperishable 
foods listed below: 
 

Non-perishable Needs for Holiday Food Baskets:  
* Cans of green beans, corn, peaches, pears, pork and beans, ravioli, 

and pasta sauce 

* Boxes of spaghetti, macaroni and cheese, saltine crackers, and cereal 

* Jars of peanut butter, jars of jelly (plastic, not glass, please) 

Each basket costs $45-50 to fill.  If you would like to sponsor a basket, 
or half a basket, to honor someone, or remember someone who is no 
longer on their earthly journey, please fill out the form below, tear or 

cut it out and mail it to Grace. We will print your name and  
the name(s) of those you honor or remember in the January Grace 

Notes. Thank you for helping this special ministry. Your gift will be 
recorded on your giving statement. 

 

Your Name:_____________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ 

Person(s) Name(s) to honor or remember:_____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Amount of gift:_________ 
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Community Ministry Announcements~  
Our annual, Hats, Scarves and Gloves Christmas Tree 
project is on again this year!!  There will be a tree in the 
fellowship hall as well as in the narthex this year.  
We have usually donated all of the items to McClernand 
Elementary and Franklin Middle schools. We will be accepting 
donations through Sunday, January 2, 2022.   

We appreciate your continued support of our annual Hats, Scarves and 
Gloves Christmas Tree project at Grace.  Debbie Rigg and Judy Wollet are 
also willing to pick up those items from your home, just call the church 
office to schedule.  Thank you! 
 
WARMING CENTER MEAL...The Community Ministry Committee is 
asking for your help with donations of food to help provide a bagged dinner 
and breakfast for 50 people at the Springfield Winter Warming Center.  We 
are asking for donations of bottles of water (approximately 100), cookies 
for 50 people for dinner (baked or store bought and we will bag them), fruit 
cups for dinner and possibly breakfast (100), 2 breakfast bars a person 
(100), individual bags of chips (50-75), individual apple sauce cups for 
breakfast (50).  Please bring them to church by December 7 so we can 
purchase items we need on December 8th.  We will be making sandwiches 
and bagging the dinner and breakfast meals.  They have requested the 
bagged meals to make it easier for staff to give out or hot meals that need 
to be in individual containers.  Thank you as always for your generosity 
towards our neighbors in need! 

 

WASHINGTON PLACE CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The 14th annual Christmas party for the residents of 
Washington Place will take place on Saturday, 
December 11th at 2pm in the Fellowship Hall at 
Grace.  Our Washington Place friends truly enjoy 
visiting with Grace members and are delighted to see 

everyone.  If you wish to join in on the crafts, games and healthy snacks, 
mark your calendars and we will see you then!  If you would like to help 
with shopping for gifts, the residents’ wish lists are posted on the 
white board in the Fellowship Hall.  If you have any questions, please 
call Robin Mahnken at (217) 638-1779 
*Washington Place is a Community Integrated Living Arrangement (CILA) operated by 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois.  This particular CILA is designed to meet the very 

special needs of individuals with a diagnosis of Prader Willi Syndrome. Prader Willi 

Syndrome is a genetic condition characterized by developmental delay, a sluggish 

metabolism and a strong, overwhelming compulsion to eat.  Management of this 

condition requires strict calorie control, a very structured schedule and a consistent 

daily exercise plan.  
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SALVATION ARMY  
Grace Lutheran church is scheduled to ring 
the bell at Scheel’s December 11 from 
11:00 am – 7:00 pm. Sign up in the  
fellowship hall. 
 

THANK YOU 
 We wish to give a heartfelt thank you to Mark and   

Cindy Anderson for the new AED machine.  While we 
pray for never having to use it, it is a generous gift  
given to help save lives.  The placement of the                  
machine is very specific as it is visible from both of the 
larger spaces that are used frequently.  Again our 
thanks to you both.  

 To those extra helpers for the Holiday Food Baskets 
and the fantastic food deliveries these past weeks.   

 To St. John’s Lutheran Church and Our Savior’s School  
for their donation of food and the youth and people 
who delivered it.  

 To those who helped with Butter braids and to               
Charlotte Blumle who continues to coordinate this         
project so well.  

 Those who gave toward the Thanksgiving baskets.  

 All those who have given of their talents of music for 
worship these past weeks. All the extra efforts have 
been greatly appreciated and have truly enhanced our 
worship experience.  

 Thank you to those who walked for the CROP WALK. 

 Leona Garrison for coordinating the wreath delivery. 

 Krone’s for their lovely Christmas tree each year.  

 Thank you to the couple, Aaron and Jaymie Babel,             
who hand out the bulletins and Communion to                    
people who arrive through the ramp door.                 
—Marilyn Kennedy  
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ALL WOMEN:  Please note the following schedule of things  
happening in December: 

 
 

TWISTED STITCHERS  The Twisted Stitchers will meet for their 
Annual Christmas get together December 7 at 5:30pm.  Our 
hostess for the evening is Debbie Rigg 125 Basswood Rd, 
Springfield IL  217-553-3323..  Please RSVP with Debbie.   

 
 

Ruth Circle will hold their Christmas dinner on December 14 at 

the Sangamo Club at 5:30pm.  Please call Helen Appleton at  217-

836-7952  for reservations by Tuesday, December 7. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

$10 cookbooks!...We're hopeful you will consider them for 

Christmas gifts for neighbors, beauticians, teachers, birthday 

gifts, thank you gifts, etc. 
 

 

NEW CHURCH BROCHURES for both visitors to worship at Grace as 
well as tourists of the Lincoln area will be produced very soon.  Keep a 

look out and thank you to Aaron Babel for his leadership for both! 

 

COOKIES It's on again........we have been given 
permission to hold our annual "cookies for the 
homebound" event Saturday, December 11. 
Breakfast will be served at 9:00 a.m. followed by 
everyone packing the cookies. We will need 744 

cookies. Everyone in the congregation is invited to supply the 
cookies. Your cookies may be brought to the church from Sunday, 
Dec 5 - Saturday Dec 11 9:00. If there is a person to whom you 
would like to deliver their cookies let charlotte know (217) 546-
5573 or charblume@gmail.com. 
If you plan to attend the free breakfast please signup on the 
reservation sheet on the white board in fellowship hall. 

mailto:CHARBLUME@GMAIL.COM
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
The October Council meeting was held on October 26 at 6:30 pm  

 

MOTION – that we enter into contract with Personal Mobility for 

installation of a chair lift not to exceed a cost of $30,000 while using 

the proceeds from the Pree Trust as a funding source.   Approved 

WITHDRAWN*** After meeting was held it was discovered that the 

council must take all purchases exceeding $10,000 to a 

Congregational meeting for a vote, therefore this item will be brought 

to the congregation at the December 12, 2021 annual budget 

meeting.  

Current budget in deficit as expected.  Expenses are normal  

Offering Counters MOTION – to approve Mary Jo Anderson, Mary 

Schofield, Susan LeMasters and Judy Wollet to be Financial 

Secretaries.  Approved 

MOTION – to establish an account with Benjamin Edwards with 3 people 

including; Council President Pastor Tom Krieger, Council Vice 

President Randy Heidorn and Administration and Finance Chair Jim 

Schlouch to be signatory/agents of the Benjamin Edwards stock 

account.  Approved 

MOTION that Benjamin Miguel and David Matthew Gonzalez be added to 

membership by way of Baptism October 24 2021. 

 Also included will be Zane Isaac Hermon also baptized October 24 

2021.  Approved 

MOTION that we have three Wednesday December 1,8,15 Advent worship 

with meals included by way of prepackaged meals.  Approved 

WELCA Approved to pack cookies for the homebound with coffee muffins 

and coffee cakes instead of full casseroles. COVID safety precautions 

taken.  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
October 2021     October 2020 

            Income: $25,248      Income: $16,538  
           Expense: $29,552      Expense: $42,725 
           DEFICIT ($4,304)      DEFICIT ($26,188) 

 

YTD 2021              YTD 2020 
 Income: $288,998      Income: $278,241 
  Expense: $341,088      Expense: $263,842  

           DEFICIT ($52,090)                SURPLUS: $14,379 
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 December Birthdays  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and  
 GOD’S BLESSINGS TO YOU!  

December 1 Gary Sandidge 
   Jack Wheaton 
 

December 2 Scott Mahnken 
 

December 5 Ann Evans 
    

December 7 John Kennedy 
 

December 8 Olivia Darling 
 

December 9 Glenda Bowles 
 

December 10 Julie Fugate 
   Otto Von Holten 
 

December 13 Barbara Hedden 
   Joann Howe 
 

December 14 Sara Oehlert 
   Jessica Thannen 
   Sharon Turner 
 

December 15 John Klit 
   Ilse Nunn 
 

December 17 Katie Christell 
   David Farrell 
   Dan Hoselton 
   Pastor Tom 
   Krieger 

December 19 Chuck Rehwald 
 

December 20 Helen Appleton 
   Claire Thannen 
 

December 22 Frank Beckman 
 

December 23 Claudia Cross 
 

December 24 Joey Klint 
 

December 25 Kendal Hoselton 
 

December 26 Gabriella Behl 
   Monica Dishon 
   

December 27 Dixie Alvies 
   Bob Ruff 
 

December 29 Wanda Williams 
 

December 30 Della Thomas 
 

December 31 Mackenzie  
   Schlicht  
 
 

If you miss seeing someone from church...  
call them and tell them we miss them. Call or write a note to 

someone this Christmas season.   
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COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE COMMITTEES THEY REPRESENT 

Vice President, Randy Heidorn 

Treasurer, Brenda Poston 

Secretary, Phil Galloway 

Administration & Finance  Ed Wollet 

Christian Education  Jessica Thannen, Amy Monahan, Mary Plymire 

Community Ministry  Diana Weyhenmeyer, Randy Heidorn 

Evangelism  Josie Anderson, Amy Monahan 

Fellowship Mary Schofield, Wanda Williams 

Parish Life  Rosie O’Fallon, Josie Anderson 

Property  Mark Anderson 

Stewardship  Mary Plymire, Phil Galloway 

Strategic Planning  Ed Wollet 

Worship & Music  Wanda Williams, Rosie O’Fallon, Randy Heidorn 

Youth  Katy Gietl 

Stephen Ministry Representative   
 

REMINDER: Committee chairs and/or secretaries please stop at the 
work room every week so that you can sign off on transactions 

vouchers.  Thank you for giving your time.    
 

Church in Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Monday by remote.  Please call the church office for any                  

information.   Phone (217) 522-3965  

 

Grace Food Pantry is open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
11:00 am– 1:00 pm  Food Pantry Phone (217) 522-9707 
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Join us for worship online 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

                   

             Rev. Tom Krieger           JB George         
             Diana Weyhenmeyer           

          Aaron Von Holten                           Kim Gietl  

gracelutheran-springfield.org 

Merry Christmas and a blessed, safe  
New Year from the Staff of Grace! 


