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HISTORIC GRACE LUTHERAN’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As disciples in Christ, we support our faith community, encourage spiritual 
growth in everyone, and serve all creation with Christ-like love. 

  

We accomplish this by: 

 spreading God's Word 

 building relationships 

 serving the community 

 reaching out to those in need 
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Our journey at Grace Lutheran… 
 
Dear friends, 
As we move into this time of transition at 
Grace, we are faced with some realities of 
things that need to be done, those things that 
were either done by Pastor or through his 
leadership.  The groups that we need help with 
are as follows: 
 

 Hospital visits (along with the leadership of 
our awesome Parish nurses). 

 

 Communications team to help facilitate communication within the 
congregation about the call process and between Council and 
congregation, with the help of Kim Gietl. 

 

 Parking lot patrol and contact person, to help maintain our 
investment in the Downtown area. 

 

 Call committee as we proceed to find a new Pastor. 
The call committee will also be responsible for working with the 
congregation to determine our needs as a congregation in a new 
Pastor.  During July and August we will be working on the 
documents needed by the Bishops office. Looking for help from 
those that have a talent in writing or able to talk to members about 
our needs.   

 

Thus far, we have a supply Deacon for weekend worship services the 
months of July and August or until an Interim Pastor is hired. We are 
working with the Bishops office to hire an Interim Pastor. This 
process will take several weeks.   
 

Keep praying for our congregation and our leadership.  Be patient 
and understanding as we move forward trusting in Christ Jesus.  
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From the Desk of Cantor JB George…    
 

 

Summer Change of Pace and Time for Reflection 

As July and August arrive, we will transition into “Summer Choir” 
mode.  We rehearse only on Sunday mornings before worship at 
8:30am in the chancel, and do not process or wear robes.  This is 
only a commitment for that day, so it’s perfect for busy summer 
travel schedules.  Please join us!  Regular Chancel Choir and 
Handbell Choir will resume in September.   

Instrumentalists and singers are always needed and encouraged to 
offer your skills in worship (both Saturday and Sunday).  Please let 
me know your interest and availability. 

I look forward to participating in the self-study projects that we will 
undertake as we begin the process of our pastoral search.  Historic 
Grace is filled with active people who work together for God’s 
Kingdom.  It’s a good place to do ministry for professional church 
workers, and I think that will be obvious to those who come to know 
you all through this process. 

Thank you for your patience with your staff as we take on some 
additional responsibilities and learn to do things a different way 
without the leadership and guidance of Pastor Tom.  For all of 
Historic Grace, God will show us the way we need to do the work we 
are given, both in the short term and the long term through this 
transition time. 

Finally, the concluding stanza of “We All Are One in Mission,” (ELW 
576) which articulates important things for us to keep foremost in 
our minds: 

Now let us be united, and let our song be heard. 
Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming Word. 
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, 
Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 
Text by Rusty Edwards, ©1986 Hope Publishing Company.  Reprinted under One License# 724651. 

 
   JB 
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Summer Fellowship Hour continues... 
As in years past, each committee and/or group at church takes a     
Sunday to host a fellowship time of great food following our 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday worship.  
To help with the Summer Fellowship time, we are also including a weekly 
sign up to those who are not on committees, but would like to bring 
something. This is similar to our Midweek Wednesday night meals. Check 
out the white board for the weeks to sign up today. 
 

 

DOROTHY BAHRE 
BETTY FOWLER 

GLORIA GAGNON 

HELEN MOORE 
GENE RUBLEY 

ELEANOR SAKRIS 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND 

PRAYERS OF GRACE MINISTRY 

ATTENTION:  If entering the 
hospital, please let them know 

that you are affiliated with Grace 
Lutheran Church so that a mem-
ber of the Parish Nurses may call 

upon you, or at least Kim will 
know that you are in the hospital 
and can get prayers out for you.  

Kid’s say the darndest things… 
Linda Dunbar's 4 year old grandson, Jacob Davison, was at Linda's 
house which is close to Washington park. Linda said "let's go to the 
concession stand in the park." the next time Jacob was at her house he 
said, "let's go to the confession stand." 
 

Several members who were going to church for a meeting were almost 
at the Capitol St. Door. A lady and a little boy were walking west when 
the little boy walked up to the door, touched it and returned to walk 
with the lady. The lady explained to the members the boy wanted to 
touch the door of Jesus's house. 
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Kristin in Uganda.  Friends and family at Grace, I 
would like to share what is happening in Uganda and 
our school with all of you.  I will be making a short 
presentation during Fellowship Hour on July 7th.  
Then I can answer any questions you may have about 
my life in Uganda and Little Lambs Learning Center.      
I hope you are able to stay after worship on July 7th to 
get an update on our mission. See you then!!! 

 

 

 

 

50+ Lunch Bunch  
Will return in October….look for details! 

Library Update... We have a lot of books for children, 
youth-teens and adults on many subjects, fiction and 
non-fiction that may fill some of the down-time over the 
summer.  Feel free to borrow and take on vacation too. 

Deliver the altar flowers 

Provide food for summer Fellowship hour 

Serve on altar guild especially at 8:00 am in the fall 

Consider teaching a Sunday School or Adult Forum class 

Servant Opportunities 

THANK YOU 
 Thanks for the beautiful altar flowers that were in the honor of the 

New Confirmands and delivered by John and Karla Enrietto on June 
9th.  We really appreciated it. Thanks again, Gary & Carolyn 
Sandidge 

 

 Thank you to Kendal Hoselton for being our gracious hostess for the 
WELCA picnic. You went above and beyond for the ladies!  

 
 Thank you to the Parish Life committee for the Confirmation reception 

for our youth.  It was greatly appreciated.  
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Do you have the heart of a Teacher??   
We are looking for teachers for the Sunday School classes as well 
as Confirmation class.  Our church is going through some major 

changes but some things will remain the same. We are in great need of 
some fresh visions and are welcoming new people to teach our young 

people.  It does not take a lot of time but the impact on our young 
people is life long.  

We need teachers for part time Pre-K—2nd 
 (Kari Downey is teaching but out of town a few weeks  

throughout the year) 
 

3rd—6th Grade  
 

Confirmation Class 
 

And if there is a topic of interest for Adult Forum please let me know. 
 

If you have the heart of a teacher and would like to learn more please 
see Kim Gietl.  You do not need to commit to get more information. 

Prayerful consider this new chapter in your life.  
 

 

ST. JOHN’S IS HOSTING VBS - ROAR!!! 
2477 W. Washington St, Springfield 

Mornings July 8-12 9:00am—11:30am 
Register at St John’s website on their children's page or 
can go by the office for a registration.  

 
August 17/18 2019 during both services 

Kids and teachers bring your backpacks, lunch boxes,    
computer bags and the like. They will be blessed for the 
new school year.  Also if your child has not received a 

Bible from Grace, please let Kim in the office know and we 
will have those ready for that weekend as well.  

 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!  
Rally Day for the Sunday Church School is tentatively set for 
September 8th at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall.  
Adult Forum will resume on September 15th at 9:30 am in 
the Fellowship hall.  Brown Bag Bible Study TBD.  

BIBLES & 
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For those who have suffered a loss or who are going 
through a difficult time, Easter can be a time of 
painful loneliness and emptiness. If you are smiling 
on the outside but full of pain on the inside, and the 
joy of Easter seems far away, help is available. Our 
Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confidential, 
one-to-one Christian care. They will listen, care, 
encourage, and pray with and for you. Stephen 
Ministers have been specially trained to meet your 

emotional and spiritual needs. If you or someone you know is hurting, 
find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our 
Stephen Leaders: Cindy Anderson, Jim Hobbs or Sara Oehlert.               
Our Stephen Ministers are there to care! 
 
 

How Does Stephen Ministry Work at Historic Grace Lutheran Church?   

A Stephen Minister is a caring Christian friend who walks 

beside people who are:  

 needing someone to talk to  

 discouraged, anxious, lonely 

 coping with divorce  

 grieving the loss of a loved one  

 dying, as well as family members of  the terminally ill  

 hospitalized  

 experiencing the loss of a job  

 having financial difficulties  

 new to our congregation or community   

•     going through transition  

How can you receive a Stephen Minister? Fill out the information below. 
Return it in a sealed envelope and put it in the Stephen Ministry mailbox 
located in Fellowship Hall.   

Name:________________________________________  

Phone________________________________________  

_____ I am interested in obtaining more information about receiving a 
   Stephen Minister. 
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

 

The June Council meeting was held on June 18.  Pastor Christell’s report 
was presented and accepted. He will be providing a report for his June time 
in July.  Further information concerning Council action can be seen in the 
Financial and Attendance statistics below. 

Dates to know: 

June 22 Celebration Worship and reception at Sangamo 

June 30 Pastor Tom last Sunday worship with reception at Hoogland 
 

 Many of the committees met and either verbal or written reports were 
given. 

 The website is being updated by Mark Anderson and will be online  

     by July 1. 

 Yearly contracts need to be updated for Kim Gietl and Aaron VonHolten 

 Property has many things such as window cleaning, gym floor 
refinishing, and contract with Henson Robinson . 

 Roof update: the roof on the 7th street side has been fully repaired 
outside, there is a small repair on the South side of the roof near the 
steeple to be done with a lift, and the work is beginning on the inside for 
repairs.  

 Ed Wollet has resigned from Council and a replacement must be found.  

 Searching for people to be a part of the Call Committee for new Pastor. 

 Council will meet on July 16th at 7:00pm. 
 

FINANCIAL/ATTENDANCE REPORT 

May 2019       May 2018 

Income: $26,034              Income: $30,947 

   Expense: $26,140     Expense: $31,757 

         DEFECIT ($106)                      DEFICIT ($810) 

          YTD 2019       YTD 2018 

Income: $123,654      Income: $130,378 

Expense: $143,115     Expense: $151,596 

     DEFECIT ($19,462)          DEFECIT ($21,578) 
 

Attendance records (based on weekend attendance) 

Attendance for May 2019             Attendance for May 2018 

           448 (4 weeks)                526 (4 weeks/Pentecost) 
                       

        2019 AVG. YTD: 112                   2018 AVG. YTD: 132 
Average attendance, year to date: this is the total number of worshippers divided by the number 

of weekends in the year to date. (i.e. Total attendance 800 divided by 6 weekends=133 
members in average attendance). 
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Fun Fellowship Facts Summer 2019 
Sally White lablover383@ameritech.net       Debbie Smith smithohana@hotmail.com 
Pat Janssen patjan1@comcast.net   Mary Schofield maryschofield560@comcast.net 
Kendal Hoselton kshrn2@aol.com 
                                                   

UPCOMING EVENTS  
September: Labor Day Picnic – Sunday, Sept. 1, 2019 – Possibly 

following service if at Schnirring  Farm – 12:00 noon 
December: Advent Suppers – Wednesdays in December  
 Caroling – Date to be determined 
 
 

Grace Nursery  
During the summer we have staffed nursery 

 Sundays from 9:00—10:30a.m.  
 
 

 

Meals on Wheels 
We will be delivering meals the week of August 5th—9th and  

12th—16th.  Sign up on the white board for a time you are available.  
Contact person for this project is Jean Scherer, 725-0301. 

 
Volunteers needed…  3 people to help with the 
parking lot ministry July 4 from 8:00-9:00 p.m. 
volunteers will accept money from people who park in 
the lot and direct them where to park. Volunteers can 
be men, women , high school and college students. 
Volunteers do not have to be members of Grace. 
Please call Charlotte, 546-5573, if you can help. 

TWISTED STITCHERS 
The Twisted Stitchers will meet Tuesdays beginning at  
7:00pm at the homes of: 

July 2 Barb Hedden 
August 6 Debbie Rigg 
September 3  Sharon Knop 
October 1 Josie Anderson 

mailto:lablover383@ameritech.net
mailto:smithohana@hotmail.com
mailto:patjan1@comcast.net
mailto:maryschofield560@comcast.net
mailto:kshrn2@aol.com
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  

Helen Appleton 

As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Historical Grace 
Lutheran Church Food Pantry is to feed the hungry.  

 

In May of 2019, we served 579 families 
composed of 1157 individuals compared 
to 503 families composed of 1123 
individuals in 2018.  The numbers of 
people without a stable food supply 
continues.  Our starting balance was 
$29,738.36.  There were $6,676.30 in 
deposits and $6,516.90 in expenditures 
for an ending balance of $29,898.36.  
We are currently well stocked, but the 
food goes fast! 
 

We again received $1000 from Rotary Club of Springfield South.  The 
oranges and grapefruits they sell each year to make this money are the 
best! 
 

For those of you who are Thrivent clients, summer is a great time for 
small projects for the Food Pantry.  Thrivent will make donations of 
$250 for charitable projects.  Some examples of projects would be 
purchasing milk, bread, eggs, or cheese for our clients for a week, 
especially during this time when school is out and children have less 
access to free breakfasts and lunches.  We typically do not buy milk, 
cheese, bread, or eggs from our regular Food Pantry funds.  My 
understanding is that Thrivent especially likes to approve projects that 
have people working together on projects and the Food Pantry has 
volunteers who can join you in shopping and stocking.  Please call the 
church office if you would like help making an application to Thrivent.  
 

For you gardeners, we love to provide fresh produce when we can.  You 
can bring fresh produce to the church where other members can 
purchase it, with the proceeds going to the food pantry, or you can give 
it directly to the food pantry.  I expect to have an abundance of cherry 
tomatoes by the time this goes to press! 
 

Summer is also a great time for high school and college students to help 
at the Food Pantry and earn service hours.  Thank you to Eli Scott, who 
is coming Monday mornings to help unload and stock, and Cameron 
Dees, who is covering a weekly shift on Thursdays.   We appreciate 
everyone who is able to assist the Food Pantry through your time, 
talents, donations, and prayers!  
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July/August  Birthdays  
July 2  
Amy Harshman 
 
July 3 
Ashley Streck 
 
July 4  
Sharon Miner 
John Rigg 
 
July 6  
Jennifer Derlitzki 
 
July 9  
Nicole  
Brockmeyer 
Georgia Luckey 
 
July 11  
Adam Hobbs 
Hailey Schlicht 
 
July 12  
Stephen Christell 
Kathy Kreutzer 
Carter Streck 
Julie Thompson 
 
July 13  
Gary Courtwright 
Crystal Shadid 
Diana  
Weyhenmeyer 
 
July 14  
Salli Shields 
 
July 15 
Karen Clark 
Kyle Gietl 
 
July 16  
Carolyn Nelson 
 
 

July 17  
Marilyn Dees 
Eunie Krone 
 
July 18  
Rosie O’Fallon 
Gene Rubley 
Don Thannen 
 
July 19  
Randy Krone 
Jackie O’Fallon 
 
July 20  
Dr. Agnes Wood 
  
July 21  
Chris Thompson 
   
July 22  
Emma Harshman 
  
July 23  
Velma Lawson 
  
July 24  
Addison Christell 
 
July 25 
Raymond Cane 
 
July 26 
Jackson Coombe 
 
July 27 
Jean Scherer 
Jennifer Weakly 
 
July 28 
John Weakly 
 
July 29 
Larry Garrison 
 
 

July 30 
Mark Thannen 
 
July 31 
Carolyn Sandidge 
 
Aug 2  
Thomas Brinkman 
 
Aug 4   
Alec Thompson 
 
Aug 5   
Owen Hobbs 
Ann Jakowsky 
John Klint 
 
Aug 8   
Collin Hermon 
Meghan Lane 
 
Aug 9  
Melissa Best 
William Heidorn 
 
Aug 10  
Oliver Janssen 
 
Aug 11  
Jessica Loyd 
 
Aug 12  
Kimberly Ruff 
Seraphina  
Galloway 
Brenda Poston 
 
Aug 16  
Lydia  
Cummings 
Gabriel (Max)  
Gonzalez 
Frances Valenti 
 
 

Aug 18  
Ryan Bonnet 
 
Aug 19  
Kathy Carnduff 
Jim Monahan 
Bonnie 
Schattschneider 
 
Aug 20  
Loretta Irwin 
 
Aug 22  
Beth Ann Butler 
Erica Christell 
 
Aug 24  
Larry Weyhrich 
 
Aug 25  
Carol Shipman 
 
Aug 27  
Chip Christell 
Adysen Lowery 
Bryan Nelson 
 
Aug 28  
Sharon Knox 
Mark Wilson 
 
Aug 31  
Karen Nation 
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 YOUR HEALTH NEWS 
Parish Nurse...Diana Weyhenmeyer 

 
 

American Association of Poison Control Centers 
Offers free confidential advice on poison control 

Call (800) 222-1222   Available 24 hours everyday 
 

 I recently came in contact with poison oak while Chuck and I were 
cutting my dad’s bushes. He has poison oak in the bushes and I am 
highly allergic to.  I had myself covered completely thought I would be 
ok and found out it didn’t work out that way, still broke out with rash 
and blisters. 
     So in caring for myself, I have found out the following information. 
What Are the Symptoms of a Poison Plant Reaction? The skin becomes 
red and itchy. A rash erupts on the skin, often in a pattern of streaks or 
patches from where the plant has come into contact with the skin. The 
rash develops into red bumps, called papules, or large, oozing blisters. 
The following poison ivy remedies may provide relief from 
symptoms: 

Rubbing alcohol. Rubbing alcohol can remove the 
urushiol oil from the skin, helping to minimize discomfort  
Shower or bathe...  
Cold compress...  
Resist scratching the skin...  
Topical lotions and creams...  
Oral antihistamines...  
Oatmeal bath...  
Bentonite clay. 

The rash is not contagious and does not spread. It might seem to 
spread, but this is a delayed reaction. I had a delayed reaction to it.         
I am still breaking out from it even though it’s been 9 days since being 
exposed. Oatmeal baths have been a great comfort along with 
Benadryl, cortisone cream and calamine lotion. 
 
 Hope everyone has a safe summer.   
     In Christ’s love, Diana 

 
REMEMBER TO HAVE YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKED  

THE THIRD WEEKEND OF EACH MONTH!  

http://www.aapcc.org/
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All women of Grace are welcome at Circles and all other WELCA 
events.  Note the following happening in July and August 

 
July 3rd Faith/Grace Circle: 12:00 noon at Wyndcrest retirement 
home in Rochester.  
 

July 13th Sew’n Sowers 9:00 am in church basement 
 

July 14th WELCA we will host Fellowship hour  
 

Ruth Circle will meet July 23rd at 7:00pm, we will not meet in 
August. 
 

LADIES NIGHT OUT August 5th Look for the sign-up sheet on the 
white board.  
 

August 7th  Faith/Grace Circle 12:30pm at Grace 
 

August 10th  Sew’n Sowers 9:00 am in church basement 

 
WELCA LWR school kits 
WELCA will be collecting the following items for School Kits sponsored 
by Lutheran World Relief which will be assembled at the October 
Quarterly WELCA Meeting: 

70 SHEET NOTEBOOK     

30  RULERS     

PENCIL SHARPENERS     

BLUNT SCISSORS     

16 OR 24 BOX OF CRAYONS     

#2 PENCILS UNSHARPENED     

2  ½ INCH ERASERS     

BLUE OR BLACK BALL POINT PEN     

NONE CAN HAVE USA DECORATIONS OR MILITARY SYMBOLS 

MONEY FOR THE PROJECT IS ALSO WELCOME AND APPRECIATED 

COLLECTION OF ITEMS WILL GO THROUGH SEPTEMBER   
All donated items can be brought to church and placed either in the 
back of the church in the basket or under the coat rack in the                 
fellowship hall in the WELCA space provided. Thank you for your 
support! 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTIFICATION:  
Name____________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________ 
 
City___________________________ State______ Zip____________ 
 
Phone ___________  E-Mail_________________________________ 

SEW ‘N SOWERS STUFFED ANIMAL PROJECT...We make stuffed    
animals and donate them to local agencies. If you know any agency or 
individuals who would like to have stuffed animals let us know. We 
meet the second Saturday of every month from 9:00– noon. You can 
come as time permits. Cutting out and sewing can also be done 
at home. We are also in need of people to deliver the animals.  
Questions may be referred to Charlotte, 546-5573. 

$250...may be available for a project you 
are working on this year,                        
e.g. Animal Protective League, scouts, 
school supplies, Grace Food Pantry, etc.  

If Thrivent approves your application for funds, you will receive a credit 
card for $250 to purchase advertising, supplies, etc. For further infor-
mation contact Charlotte Blumle, 564-5573 
 

ADDRESS CHANGES...Please fill out the blue attendance card or the 
form below to change your address and return the forms to church.  

Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your journey, 
offering a faith reflection every day. Encounter God’s ex-
travagant, boundless and often surprising grace by sign-
ing up for a daily email message. You can also download 
the newly updated app for your IOS or android devices.  

http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/daily-grace/id425207945?mt=8
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/daily-grace/an-epiphany-prayer
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COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE COMMITTEES THEY REPRESENT 

Administration/Finance  Tom Appleton, John Klint, Susan LeMasters 

Christian Education   Diana Weyhenmeyer, Larry Weyhrich  

Community Ministry  Randy Heidorn 

Evangelism    Janet Conrady, Deb Landis 

Fellowship     Mary Schofield 

Long Range Planning   Phil Galloway 

Mutual Ministry      

Parish Life     Deb Landis 

Property    Bob Ellis 

Stewardship   Phil Galloway 

Worship & Music   Janet Conrady, Wanda Williams 

Youth     Lindsey Gietl 
  

REMINDER: Committee chairs and/or secretaries please stop at the work 
room every week so that you can sign off on transactions vouchers.   

Thank you for giving your time.    
  

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

June-August 

Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday  9:15 am with fellowship following 

September-May 

Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Our church is ACCESSIBLE for wheelchairs  

A nursery area is available at all worship services. 

During the summer we will staff Sundays from 9:00—10:30am.  

Please call the church office for any information. 

Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30...522-3965 (voice mail available); Fax...522-5841 

The Food Pantry operating schedule is: 

Mon, Tues, Thu 11:00-2:30, Wed 11:00-1:00…522-9707 
 

E-mail addresses 

cmjbgeorge@gmail.com–Cantor 

k.gietl15@yahoo.com-Administrative Assistant 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchIL 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
CANTOR  
JB George  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   
  
PARISH NURSE    
Diana Weyhenmeyer 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 CHURCH CUSTODIAN  
 Aaron VonHolten 
 
 NURSERY 
 Claire Thannen 
 

 
 

 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

I Corinthians 12:27 

http://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchIL

