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reaching out to those in need 
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Grace. Graced!  Gracing…  A monthly pastoral letter 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come,  
the apostles were all together in one place.  Acts 2:1 

 

March 2020 was when the Midwest acknowledged that this 
global pandemic also included… us.  The church has been “all 
together” ever since, though rarely “in one place.”   
Grace Lutheran Church, Springfield returns to indoor 
worship the Day of Pentecost, May 23, 2021, the day we 
celebrate the coming of God’s presence on us, in us and 
through us (a.k.a. Spirit).  How fitting!   
The day of Pentecost comes and Evie Monahan, Gabby 
Behl, Emma Best and Olivia Darling affirm their baptism 
and stand with the apostles in their baptized and Spirited life, 
and in essence say, for Jesus’ sake, that they love God, and 
that they love their neighbors as they love themselves - and 
they will do it “all together in one place!” 
 

Going indoors for worship is something we celebrate, and it fulfills a 
communal yearning.  But we do not confuse it with an end to the pandemic, 
and we still need to limit how many people are in close proximity at one 
time.  In the Evangelism Committee’s April study of  The Invitational 
Christian (published 2017) we read “that 85 percent of mainline 
congregations maintain stagnant membership or are in decline.”  At a time 
when the church wishes more than anything to welcome others, it is a cruel 
yet caring irony that we have to limit the number of people who gather 
together.  By so doing, however, we grow closer to the time when limits 
may not be needed, all the while loving our neighbor; this is our faithful 
witness.   
 

Olivia, Emma, Gabby and Evie have experienced confirmation class unlike 
any of us, and now they will also affirm their baptism unlike any of us.  For 
those unable to be in-person on May 23, their celebration will also be 
included in our online worship.  And since we won’t be able to have a 
reception like we have been accustomed to, everyone is encouraged to 
support and congratulate them by mail. 
 

The apostles’ experience was unlike any of ours, too.  For following Jesus, 
their lives were so much different than what they had been, and it wasn’t 
very clear where things stood now, or what was next.  That was not, 
however, cause for God to give up on them, so “all of them were filled with 
the Holy Spirit.”  And the “Spirit gave them ability” to share the good news 
and the love of God with others even as they tried to figure out their own 
way, even as they continued to learn to live into Jesus’ way.  This is now 
our story. 
        with Grace, Pastor Krieger 
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From the home office of Cantor  
J.B. George… 

 

Somewhere in a church of my childhood, I 
remember singing this dreadful song: 

I'm inright, outright, upright, downright happy all the time. 
Since Jesus Christ came in and cleansed my heart from sin, 
I'm inright, outright, upright, downright happy all the time. 

Any honest Christian can tell you that’s certainly not true. What a 
misleading foundation for children’s faith! Although our Easter Season 
singing continues with joyful Alleluias for 50 days through the Day of 
Pentecost, there is sorrow in our midst along with it.  

 The COVID pandemic continues to take so many from us. 

 A fresh spate of gun violence and mass shootings (On May 2, we will 
observe Rachel’s Day, especially remembering the children who are 
victims.) 

 Continued violence and systemic injustice toward people of color and 
other marginalized groups, as we near the anniversary of George Floyd’s 
death amid new instances of justice denied. 

 Even the joy of Mother’s Day holds grief for many, as we will pray: 
“Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who 
grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never 
known a loving mother.” 

Both our core worship resource, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, as well as 
the new supplement, All Creation Sings, include a section of assembly song 
titled “Lament.” This new text is sung to the tune: “I’m Just a Poor 
Wayfarin’ Stranger” 

Sometimes our only song is weeping; our only sound is gasping breath. 
Sometimes it seems that God is sleeping while our brief lives are bound in death. 
Who hears the song our sorrows swallow and offers hope to calm our fears? 
When all our words seem frail and hollow, God heeds the prayers within our tears. 

Sometimes we catch the faintest humming, a far-off tune our hearts know well. 
Sometimes we sense the Spirit coming. Our song returns; our voices swell. 
The Spirit sings though we are shaken, and Christ has shared our heartfelt cries. 
Restored, our weary souls awaken to join God's song that never dies. 
 

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979 © 2015 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted under OneLicense #A-724651. 

If your song has returned, please be present with patience and love for 
those who cannot sing right now. 
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        Diana Weyhenmeyer 
 

 Our Lenten Journey has been completed.  We had approximately 
20 people started and points ranged from 1010 to 25.  Our top three 
point getters include Debbie Smith, Cindy Anderson and Lynn Wilson.  
Feedback was very positive from those who participated.  I was trying 
to get in more exercise and accomplished about three times a week (on 
some weeks and less on others).  Something which surprised me was 
meditation for 20 minutes a day.  That has gotten me into the habit of 
meditating in the morning to help start the day.  I feel a lot better when 
I start my day with some quiet time.   
 I hope everyone enjoyed the readings.  You can thank Jan Con-
rady for that.  I want to thank Pat Ekle, Josie Anderson, Jan Conrady 
and Jerry Jansen for helping put this all together. 
 The main point in this journey was keeping people healthy in 
mind, body and spirit.  For all of my nursing career, I've practiced treat-
ing my patients using mind, body and spirit techniques. I continue to 
use these techniques as my journey continues as Parish Nurse. 
 Take care of yourselves and stay healthy. 
 In Christ's Love,  Diana 

                                   
 

We will reopen indoor worship beginning 
May 23rd, Pentecost Sunday at 9:15 am 
We will join our Confirmation students;  
Gabby Behl, Emma Best, Olivia Darling, and Evie 
Monahan and celebrate this milestone in their 
lives as a family of Christ.  
That day especially these families will have the 
first reservations and will be taking reservations 

for the rest of the congregation. As weeks go on we will take reserva-
tions for Sunday worship service  until the recommendations become to 
where we can expand to more individuals and/or worship opportunities. 
Reservations will need to be to the office by Thursday each week.   
 

We will continue outdoor (9:15 am Sundays) for the coming weeks 
leading up to that and online worship weekly. Please join us              
whenever you are able! 

 
Families...look for a Special Ministry “Grace Pals” in your  
mail soon! 
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ALL ARE WELCOME  
For a combined Fellowship and  
Christian Education Outdoor Event! 
Families will meet at the Washington 
Park Pavilion just off the playground on  
Sunday May 16 at 10:30 am  
to conclude our Sunday School year for 
our final Sunday School time.   NO ZOOM that day.   
Then beginning at 11:30 am all ages are welcome to join in a picnic 
hosted by Fellowship.  We will have sandwiches, chips, drinks and 
snacks for all those attending.   
Please reserve your spot in the office with Kim by Sunday, May 9th so 
that we have enough for all.   
HOWEVER if your plans change please  join us anyway!  
Email k.gietl15@yahoo.com or call the office 217-522-3965. 
 
 

 
PRAYERS OF GRACE MINISTRY 

Pray in the spirit at all times and on every occasion.   
Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers 

everywhere.”   Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 
If you are in need of prayer or if you would like to join the Prayer Chain 
please call the church office (522-3965) or email 
Kim Gietl k.gietl15@yahoo.com or Sara Oehlert 
soehlert@aol.com 
 
Have you ever wondered what to pray for when someone is suffering?  
In the following article, excerpted from the New Spring Church website, 
Allison Moore offers some ideas on this subject. 
 
Why Healing May Not Be the Only Way to Pray When Someone 

is Suffering by Allison Moore 
     We can’t open social media without reading about suffering. Our 
lives are filled with family and friends who are in pain physically, 
mentally, or emotionally. It is hard to not feel confused about how to 
pray, especially when there’s chronic conditions that are unlikely to 
pass. We want to pray for the suffering to end, but the Bible says 
that’s not the only way or even the best way to pray. 
     Could we dare hope for more than being released from the pain? 
Could God have more for us than healing? 

                                                           Continues on Page 6 

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
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PRAYERS OF GRACE MINISTRY CONTINUED 
 

4 Ways to Pray for Those Who Suffer 
1. Healing 
James 5:14 calls for the leaders of the church to pray for the sick, so 
we definitely can start there. But in Matthew 8, a leper came to Jesus 
and said, “Lord if you are willing will you heal me?” 
Why would the Lord not be willing? The point of the question is not 
whether or not God desires healing for this man. It’s to help us 
acknowledge the Lord is capable, but at the same time be willing to 
submit to the possibility of Him doing something other than healing 
through the sickness. 
2. Strength for the journey 
Sometimes, God doesn’t remove or release us from the situation but 
desires to walk with us through the pain instead. In addition to praying 
for healing, we can pray for strength in the difficult circumstances. This 
is how Jesus prayed for His disciples in Luke 22:32. Knowing they’d 
suffer, He prayed that their faith wouldn’t fail them, that they would 
have strength in the midst of shattering circumstances. 
3. Peace 
We can’t know a peace that passes our ability to understand until we 
are in a situation where we desperately need it. This is not your aver-
age “Peace be with you” platitude, but a divine, inner calm in the midst 
of a brand of crazy we never could’ve imagined (Philippians 4:7). We 
hit our knees in dire situations because there is no equal to the kind of 
peace only God can grant. 
4. Godly growth 
James 1 says we’re supposed to count it all joy when we face trials be-
cause they will build character in us. Romans 5:4 says we can rejoice 
in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. We may 
not feel this growth in the midst of the pain, but when we suffer well 
as we lean into God’s strength He will grow it in us. When Christian 
friends are going through difficulty, one of the best things we can pray 
is that suffering brings about growth in their faith. 
We’ve all seen those who reflect the beauty of Christ in the midst of 
even the most dire situations and desire to to be those people when 
our turn comes. The Bible says we will suffer, but we shouldn’t lose 
hope because God can always turn the worst into something beautiful 
if we let Him work through us. 
Isaiah 43:2-3 says, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you; ...when you walk through the fire you shall not be burned, and 
the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy 
One of Israel, your Savior.” 

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=James+5:14
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Matthew+8
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Luke+22:32
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Philippians+4:7
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=James+1
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Romans+5:4
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Isaiah+43:2-3
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Long Range Planning...We often hear the phrase “It was God’s 
plan” to explain events.  God’s 
plans...our hands. God wants 
partners. Members of Grace Lu-
theran have partnered with God 
for the better part of 200 years. 
Could our church’s fore bearers 
have envisioned what their part-

nership with God has led to today? Would they have dared to dream so 
boldly?  God’s plan...our feet. God takes the long view. God saw the 
needs our church would meet. Visionary congregants partnered with 
God to plan for the needs of our congregation, our community and our 
world. What will those needs look like in our church’s future? God’s 
plan...our hearts and minds. What is our church’s future?  What will be 
the needs that God will ask us to fill?  How do we partner with God to 
take Grace Lutheran Church into the 21st century? What challenges 
and opportunities await us?  You can help. We invite you to join us on 
this planning journey by becoming a member of the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee.  Please prayerfully listen to the Spirit and call Kim at 
the church office or Ed Wollet (217-620-8468) to find out more.  
 

 
Stephen Ministry  
 

Therefore encourage one another and build up each 
other, as indeed you are doing…. Encourage the 
faint and help the weak.  —1 Thessalonians 5:11, 14b 
 

 “It was the interaction, and I think the Christian 
connection, that really made me feel comfortable to 
open up.” 

“She didn’t judge me; she didn’t tell me what to do; 
she just walked side-by-side with me.” 

“I needed a miracle, and my Stephen Minister was my miracle.”  

See the people telling these stories, and many others, at stephenmin-
istries.org. 
 

Pick up a confidential request to meet with a Stephen Minister in the 
box on the wall in the Fellowship Hall, near the main stairway door. 
Place it in a plain envelope back in the that box. We are here to help! 
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STEWARDSHIP 
In Matthew, Jesus replied: “‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. The 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the 
law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
In these verses we are told to love God with our whole 

selves. God has blessed each of us with gifts large and small. We are able 
to use these gifts and give of ourselves to the church to benefit our neigh-
bors and greater community. What is in your heart? 
Let us pray, God of love and generosity all glory and honor for be yours 
forever. We ask that you help us discern what is in our hearts. Help us, 
your children, see the gifts you have given and to give of our whole 
selves, seeing in our hearts our church and neighbors in need. All this we 
pray in Jesus name, Amen. 
 

Courageous Conversations Antiracism Workshop 
A few months ago a group of Grace members attended a webinar enti-
tled Courageous Conversations Antiracism Workshop. This webinar 
brought awareness to the issue of racism as well as a yearning to look 
deeper at our lived experiences and broaden our future outlook as individ-
uals and as a church. We chose to have a follow-up meeting to unpack our 
feelings and experiences and decided to continue meeting once a month. 
These meetings have helped us look at our relationships with others and 
how we interact with our neighbors. It has been helpful to have many re-
sources available to us. Recently Dr. Walt Wolfram spoke at the University 
of Illinois Springfield on the film “Talking Black in America.” The film looks 
at language and how it is interpreted or stigmatized. If you are willing and 
able you can view the film at https://m.youtube.com/watch?
v=8QFpVgPl9tQ. If racism weighs on your heart please join us for our next 
scheduled zoom meeting on May 15 at 2:00 p.m. You may contact Phillip 
Galloway at (217)220-4934 or at phillip.galloway11@gmail.com 

   Servant Opportunities 

 Help in the Food Pantry  

 Help spread the word about our cookbook  

 Help with the Puppet Ministry 

 Engage with the Antiracism conversations 

 HELP WITH BUTTERBRAID SALES 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8QFpVgPl9tQ
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8QFpVgPl9tQ
mailto:phillip.galloway11@gmail.com
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The Little Lambs Learning Center in  
Uganda Needs You! 

 

A little history about Little Lambs: Kristin 
Schattschneider traveled with the African Children’s Choir 
for a couple years where she met Barbara Sebulime.   
Kristin felt called with Barbara to start the Little Lambs 
Learning Center in Uganda.  Kristin and Barb worked hard 
to answer this call for these children who would not     
otherwise be able to attend school. Not only are the children being taught 
the love of learning, but also about God’s love for them.  In Uganda the 
government does not pay for schooling. Kristin and Barb worked to get 
sponsors for the children to pay for their supplies.  Kristin was              
instrumental at getting Grace members  involved to help out where they 
could, and our church has been very supportive. 
 

What is needed? The need is still great, especially now that Kristin is 
gone.  Only about half of the children are sponsored, so Barb works the 
best she can to spread out the resources. Barbara and the  teachers she 
has hired organize and implement everything these children need to learn 
about being followers of Jesus while giving them an academic education 
and feeding them during the day. Barb does a wonderful job with the chil-
dren in every way!   These children are so enthusiastic in the videos that 
Barb shares, and seeing them dance and sing about Jesus is so inspiring 
and joyful!  Their enthusiasm is contagious!  Barb is a bold woman and 
has a strong faith. She models the joy she has and God’s love for the chil-
dren and the message that God will take care of them. 
 
How can we help? Being a part of this ministry is a chance for us to an-
swer God’s call.  About half of these beautiful children are still not spon-
sored.  Sponsoring a child takes a gift of $50 a month.  Several people at 
Grace already have a child to sponsor, but we are hoping a few more of 
our Grace members find it in their hearts to support one of these precious 
children.  Perhaps you could consider going together with someone and 
splitting the cost, or maybe several people could choose a child to sponsor 
and split the cost.  Please pray about this opportunity to support Little 
Lambs. You can choose to sponsor one of the children by the email list 
Kim will send to the congregation or contact Kim at the church office.  
 
Thank you in advance for supporting the good work that Kristin began.  
Your prayers, love and generosity continue to bless the Little Lambs as 
they grow in and share the love of Jesus. Let us follow in Kristin’s faithful 
example and be a blessing to our Little Lambs! 
 

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John 15:12 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
2 RACHELS DAY 

9:15 am Outdoor Worship  

10:30 am Sunday School 
ZOOM 

NO Confirmation ZOOM 

3 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

 

 

4 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

6:00 pm Twisted  

Stitchers at Mary  

Plymire’s 

5  6 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study ZOOM 
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1 

8 

 

9 Mothers Day 

9:15 am Outdoor Worship  

10:30 am Sunday School 
ZOOM 

NO Confirmation ZOOM 

10 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

11 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

10:30 am Property  

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:00 noon Admin & Fi-
nance 

6:00 pm Evangelism 

12  

11:00 Am  

Food Pantry 
Board ZOOM 

4:00 pm  

Community  

Ministry 

13 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study ZOOM 

 

 

14 

Boys and Girls 
Club Golf  

Fundraiser 

Bunn Golf 
Course 

15 

2:00 pm Anti Racism 
Workshop 

 

2:00 pm Senior  

Recital 

16 

9:15 am Outdoor Worship  

10:30 am End of Year  

Picnic at Washington Park 
Pavilion 

Confirmation 

17 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

 

 

18 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

6:30 pm Ruth Circle 
 

Pastor Krieger gone 

19  20  

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study ZOOM 

 

21 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

9:15 am 

 INDOOR  

Worship 

With  

CONFIRMATION 

24 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

25 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

1:30 pm Pastor and JB 
at Concordia Village 
 

6:30 pm Council ZOOM 

26 

 

27 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study ZOOM 

28 

Grace Notes 

29 

30 

9:15 am Worship 

31 Memorial Day 

 

Food Pantry AND Office 
Closed 

  

MAY 2021 
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Thank You's 

 

 Thanks to Debbie Rigg, John Rigg, Dick Smith, Debbie Smith, Art 
Carlson, Frank Beckman, Mark Anderson and Aaron VonHolten for 
providing flowers, pruning, planting and mulching the beds at Grace. 
Looks great! 

 
 Thank you to Claudia Cross for the bib and Cindy Anderson for the 

banner for the baptism of Kirby.  
 
 A big thank you to Cindy Anderson for all the special projects she has 

done this year for our children in Sunday School. In the coming year 
she will share duties with Mary Plymire teaching. 
The families of Grace really appreciate you, Cindy. 

 
 Thank you to Diana Weyhenmeyer who helped with Holy Week 

services we appreciate you! 
 
 To Randy Heidorn for all his expertise with video and sound for our 

worship experiences.  
 
 Thank you to all who helped with donations for the recent Winter 

Warming Center Shelter meal on April 10, 2021.  We had enough 
water, applesauce and cookies donated that we did not have to buy 
these items as well as a lot of breakfast bars. Thanks to generous 
donors, we had left over food taken to our Food Pantry.   A hot dinner 
meal and water was provided as well as a light breakfast bag with 
fruit, breakfast bar and water for about 70 guests. Thanks to Charlotte 
Blumle for the Thrivent Action Card that paid for the food and 
supplies.  Thanks to Debbie Rigg, Judy Wollet and Robin Mahnken who 
cooked dinner and Pat Ekle, Diana Weyhenmeyer, Wanda Williams, 
Jean Scherer and surprise helper, Pat Caley who packed up the 
breakfast bags.  The weather cooperated this time and no snow 
storms to drive through to get there.  Many people helped us unload 
the food at the center and were appreciative of the meal.  Staff at the 
center serve the food due to Covid-19 restrictions. Thanks to drivers 
and church staff for their support as well! 

 
 We cannot begin to thank the teachers, Kari, Mary and Cindy as well 

as Pat Caley, Pastor Wayne and Pastor Krieger for teaching in these 
extraordinary times in classes each week.  We thank families for 
joining us when you are able each Sunday in addition to your ZOOM 
filled weekly lives.  We love you and hope for restful summers and a 
new beginning in the fall.  God’s blessings.  
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Members of Grace, 
In "normal" times, we would invite the entire church to 
Claire's recital in person. Due to Covid-19, our capacity is 
limited.  We would like to invite all fully vaccinated members 
to attend Claire's senior recital on Saturday, May 15, 2021 
at 2:00 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church. Please enter the 
sanctuary from the north entrance/ramp and find a seat in 
the sanctuary. Please remain socially distant from those not 
in your household. Masks are required.  
For those that are not vaccinated or unable to attend in 
person, we invite you to attend the recital virtually. We will 

eventually have an edited video on YouTube also.  
This is the link to check for any changes to date, time, etc. It is also 
where you can watch the recital. https://fb.me/e/3MmkC3DFr 
We thank our Grace family for the ongoing support of Claire and her 
music.   Mark and Jessica Thannen  
 

 

A MOTHER'S A MOTHER THE REST OF HER LIFE... 
Her heart is no longer her own.  She’ll never quite 
ever sleep soundly again.  Long after her baby has 
grown… but she wouldn’t trade it for anything else.  
Don’t ask her to try to explain. She’ll just smile and 
tell you she’s happy to have more love than one 
heart can contain.   
 -Sent in by Charlotte Blumle for all Mothers 
 

 
If you are graduating high school or getting a college 

degree —let us know. We want to recognize you in the 
June Grace Notes! 

 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND OR LIMITED MOBILITY 

May 9 

DIXIE ALVIES 
DOROTHY BAHRE 
GLENDA BOWLES 

GEORGIANN  
BREDEHOFT 

GLORIA GAGNON 
JOHN GEORGE 

MARGE HANNER 
EUNIE KRONE 
HELEN MOORE 

ELEANOR SAKRIS 
ANN SCHLICHT 

CRYSTAL SHADID 
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EASTER BASKET HONOREES 
  

Several Easter Baskets were taken to Black Hawk, Franklin, 
McClernand and Jefferson as well as some in need. We thank 
you for your generosity and this will help with Thanks giving 

and Christmas baskets too.  
 

Joyce Abrams  -   Remembering Bob Abrams 
 

Tom & Helen Appleton  -  Remembering Alice and Myron Pugacz 
 

Curt & Valerie Benanti  -  Remembering Clara and John Benanti,  
Carolyn Benanti, Betty and George Clough and Edna Nation  

and Adysen Lowery 
 

Charlotte Blumle  -  In appreciation for all those who take care  
 

Lorraine Bivin -  Remembering Robert Bivin 
 

Bob & Annie Ellis  -  Remembering Tom Wilhelm 
 

Sally & Tom Erickson - In honor of Bryden, White and Erickson families 
 

Ann Evans - In thanks for blessings 
 

Gloria Gagnon - Remembering Leslie Gagnon 
 

Trudy Israel - Remembering Bertrand and Maxine Petrick  
 

Linda Kauffman - Remembering Dorthia Turnbo 
 

Corinne Kircher - Remembering Frank Kircher, Helen & Ray Howell 
 

Eunie Krone - Remembering Clarence Krone 
 

Adam, Heidi & Adalyn Lowery - Remembering our daughter, Adysen Lowery 
   

Chris & Mary Schofield 
   

Betty Webb - Remembering my  Mother, Bea Schnirring 
 

Chuck & Diana Weyhenmeyer  -  Remembering family and friends 
 
 

EASTER FLOWERS were also given to the glory of God by 
Wayne & Sandy  Benanti  -  Remembering Mr. and Mrs. Lee Benanti,         

Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Steffens, Donald Webb, and Adysen Lowery 
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  
Helen Appleton 

As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Grace Lutheran Church  
Food Pantry is to feed the hungry.  

 

In March of 2021, we served 323 families composed of 796 individuals 
compared to 531 families composed of 1088 individuals in 2020.  
Families have been getting their stimulus checks and appear to have had 
less need for our services this month.  We continue to serve more 
children than a year ago – 268 in March of 2020 and 303 this year.  
Seniors continue to make up about 22% of our clients served.   
 

Our starting balance for March was $80,956.55.  There were $6,181.83 
in deposits and $9,751.02 in expenditures for an ending balance of 
$77,387.36.  This does not include over $4,700 that is due the Food 
Pantry from the Easter basket funds of Peace and Grace.  In addition to 
our usual donations from the ELCA churches, we received $1,115 this 
month from website donations, $767 from Westminster Presbyterian, and 
$1,000 from First Presbyterian.      
 

The Boy Scouts had a food drive and Troop 3 donated 2,000 cans and 
boxes of food.  Parkes Family Produce in Peasant Plains continues to 
donate eggs, now having donated 250 dozen eggs this year. 
 

This month I am featuring Joyce Martens from Our Savior’s Church.  
Prior to the pandemic, she coordinated  Our Savior’s 15 or 16 volunteers 
who took turns manning the window on Mondays.  Most of her volunteers 
stopped working due to the pandemic, but she hopes that they will soon 
be returning as they get vaccinated.  Marsha Matzke from Our Saviors 
continues to volunteer.  Joyce has been volunteering at the Food Pantry 
since June of 2013.  Her job on the Food Board is tracking volunteer 
hours.  She has lived in Springfield 32 years and been a member of Our 
Saviors since 1989.  Joyce worked for Bergner’s for 37 years before 
retiring.  Before the pandemic, she enjoyed playing bridge.  Joyce has 
two adult children and two grandchildren.  She notes that she enjoys 
volunteering at the Food Pantry.  “It is rewarding and I feel I am doing 
something to help the community.”  Thank you Joyce!  
 

Looking for a Mother’s Day gift?  Our cookbook, Grace Our Table, is for 
sale at a discounted price of $10.  The publisher has been paid so 100% 
of the sale price goes to the Food Pantry.  You can call the church to 
order and even have curbside pickup with social distancing. 
 

Thanks to our many volunteers and donors!   Stay safe, stay well, and 
keep the Food Pantry, our dedicated volunteers, and our clients in your 
prayers!  
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

Council meets by ZOOM April 27, 2021 
 

 CSIS Assembly in June. Registration due April 30.  We would like a couple 

of voting members to participate. 

 
 

March 2021    March 2020 

       $20,127 Income        $21,592 Income 
              $38,149 Expense            $26,048 Expense 
         Deficit ($18,022)                Deficit ($4,456) 
  YTD 2021     YTD 2020 
       $81,691 Income                $75,475 Income 
             $97,252 Expense        $79,799 Expense 
     Deficit ($15,561)         Deficit ($4,432) 
 
 

 

If you are able to continue your regular giving please do so by mail     
      or continue with direct giving. Thank you! 

 
 

Attendance for March 2020: 210 (2 weeks)  

COVID 19 March 14 shut down 
 

Attendance 2021                                                 You Tube  Facebook 

 
 

 
Midweek 4 3/17/2021 33 60 

Lent 5 3/21/2021 59 101 

Midweek 5 3/24/2021 33 72 

Palm Sunday 3/28/2021 65 126 

Palm Sunday In Person Outdoor 3/28/2021 In-person  53 

Maundy Thursday 4/1/2021 28 93 

Maundy Thursday In Person Outdoor 4/1/2021 In-person 20 

Good Friday 4/2/2021 43 72 

Good Friday In Person Outdoor 4/2/2021 In-person  24 

Easter Vigil 4/3/2021 34 106 

Easter Vigil In Person Outdoor 4/3/2021 In-person 34 

Easter Sunday 4/4/2021 62 193 

Easter Sunday In Person Outdoors 4/4/2021  In-person  92 

Easter 2 4/11/2021 71 221 

Easter 2 In Person Outdoors 4/11/2021  In-person 18 
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ALL WOMEN of Grace are welcome at the Women’s Circle meetings  
     and other WELCA events. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Rachel’s Day is May 5th. In 1994, one woman urged her Bethel 
Lutheran Church Congregation on the West Side of Chicago, to 
support children who were facing violence.  In 1996, the convention 
passed the Memorial, resolving that “ELCA Women encourage their 
Congregations to recognize the first Wednesday in May each year as 
‘Rachel’s Day’ (wherein Rachel grieved for her children, based on 
Jeremiah 31:15-17) We will recognize Rachel's Day Sunday, May 2. 

 
$522.60....that is the amount of money WELCA made on the butter 
braid sale. All of that will be given to local service agencies. In addition 
3 cookbooks were sold and 9 people donated $55 to the food pantry. 
The money we make on these sales is only possible because so many 
of our members buy the products and so many help with all the tasks 
involved in the fundraiser. Velma Lawson sent emails to 86 non-
members who had purchased butter braids from us before. 41 of them 
placed orders. Kim and Harold Janssen accepted all the calls and emails 
from these people. They also made follow-up calls to people who did 
not respond to the email to make sure they saw it. Deb Wakefield 
prepared the order form. When the 180 items were delivered gene 
blade placed them in the food pantry freezers. Diana 
Weyhenmeyer handed out the items when people came to pick them 
up. Gary Courtwright and Diana Weyhenmeyer delivered orders to 
people who were sick and unable to pick up their 
orders.  Kim handed out orders to several people who 
could not pickup their order on the pickup date. We are 
so grateful that Kim and Harold Janssen volunteered to 
coordinate this project on a trial basis. If you can help 
them in any way please call them.  
  
 

The Women of the ELCA annual picnic will be 
June 21 at 6:00 pm in Washington Park.   
We have reservations for the picnic shelter near the 
playground with restrooms located close by, electric 
outlets and many tables. Ruth Circle is hosting the 
event and will furnish drinks. Please bring your own table service and 
a dish to pass. Please contact Mary or Judy for further information. 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/daily-grace/an-epiphany-prayer
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May Birthdays 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and GOD’S BLESSINGS TO 
YOU!  

May 2 Jenny Jackson  

May 3 Toni Krone      

  Joseph Matteson 

May 4  Jackson Fyans 

  Robin Mahnken 

May 5 August Appleton 

  Ellie Tarr 

  Judy Wheaton 

May 7 Brandy Filson 

May 11 Nick Behl 

   Anna Cheek 

   Phil Galloway 

   Kelly Zoelzer 

May 12 Monica Weakley 

May 13 Jim Schlouch 

May 14 Kori Gilbert  

May 16 Harmon Janssen 
  Ardina Voelker 

May 18 Jerry Janssen 

May 19 Alaina Hawker 

May 20 Page Rehwald 

May 21 Karen Carlson 

   Ed Wollet 

May 22  JP Fyans 

May 24 Marcella McGowan 

   Linda Dunbar 

   Chris Puckett 

May 25 Paul Derlitzki 

   Judy Wollet 

May 28 Annabelle & Danielle 
  Clemons 

TWISTED STITCHERS… is a group of ladies that get to-
gether the first Tuesday evening of the month via ZOOM 
and have an evening of fellowship and stitching crafts 
(knitting, crochet, cross-stich, quilting or anything else).   
Twisted Stitchers will meet OUTSIDE at the home of 
Mary Plymire on May 4th at 6pm. This is an hour earlier so that 
we can take advantage of sunlight outside.  Bring your lawn chair. 

Boys & Girls Club Golf 
Fundraiser at Bunn Golf 
Course More information 
coming on May 2nd at  

worship and at Boys & Girls 
Club of Central IL website. 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE COMMITTEES THEY REPRESENT 

Vice President, Randy Heidorn 

Treasurer, Susan LeMasters 

Secretary, Phil Galloway 

Administration & Finance  Ed Wollet 

Christian Education  Jessica Thannen, Amy Monahan, Mary Plymire 

Community Ministry  Diana Weyhenmeyer, Randy Heidorn 

Evangelism  Josie Anderson, Amy Monahan 

Fellowship Mary Schofield, Wanda Williams 

Long Range Planning  Ed Wollet 

Parish Life  Rosie O’Fallon, Josie Anderson 

Property  Mark Anderson 

Stewardship  Mary Plymire, Phil Galloway 

Worship & Music  Wanda Williams, Rosie O’Fallon, Randy Heidorn 

Youth  Katy Gietl 

Stephen Ministry Representative  Jan Conrady 
 

REMINDER: Committee chairs and/or secretaries please stop at the work 

room every week so that you can sign off on transactions vouchers.  

 Thank you for giving your time.    

 
 

PASTOR   
Rev. Tom Krieger  
  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   
 
PARISH NURSE    
Diana Weyhenmeyer 

 CANTOR  
 J.B. George   
 
 CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
 Aaron VonHolten 
 

OUR STAFF  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday–Friday, 8:00am-4:00pm 

(Monday maintained remotely) 

OFFICE PHONE: 217-522-3965      FOOD PANTRY: 217-522-9707 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY operating schedule is: 

 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 11:00 am-1:30 pm 
 

Worship Outdoors each Sunday 9:15 am or join us online 
at www.gracelutheran-springfield.org 

 


