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Pastor’s page 
I think I first loved Robin Williams for the comedy, starting with Mork & 
Mindy, and his appearances on talk shows to promote the latest creative 
endeavor of a movie.  Then I loved him a little more for his variety, playing 
so many different roles with an uncanny empathy to become so many 
different kinds of personalities.  Isn’t it funny how being someone else 
somehow gives you the chance to become a little bit more of who you truly 
are.  I loved him most for his honesty, the cathartic and sometimes painful 
process of being true to who he was, laughter and tears and all. 
 

The picture comes from the movie Dead Poets Society.  For some it may feel 
irreverent, but if you can read 
the fine print on the image, you 
see that there is no disrespect 
intended; it is only about being 
opened – ephphatha as Jesus 
put it.  And to many who heard 
and saw him, it isn’t so far 
removed from what it felt like 
Jesus was doing.  The quote in 
the movie is actually, “I stand 
upon my desk to remind myself 
that we must constantly look at 
things in a different way.  See, 
the world looks very different 
from up here.” 
Our desk to stand on is Jesus, through whom we have come to see God, our 
neighbors, and ourselves in a different way; the world looks very different 
through him, and from up here on the cross. 
 

Grace is standing on the desk for the ministry supported by our monetary 
offering.  The Annual Meeting will still be the last Sunday of January, but 
action on a proposed budget will have its own meeting, probably in early 
December.  This will allow us to know what our expenditures are as the new 
calendar year begins.  This will allow us the opportunity to give all of our 
attention to our monetarily supported ministry goals, and learn about an 
annually highlighted part of it (this year = Pay It Forward).  Perhaps most 
important, we will be approving a budget not on the basis of what we have 
given the previous year (which we won’t ignore), but on the basis of what 
are ministry goals are.  The budget of the church is about ministry. 
As these waters ripple out, it will also invite us to look at our TIME & 
TALENTS in a different way.  The prayerful consideration of our gifts of time, 
talents and treasures will be less a response to what has been needed as it 
will be an invitation to where God’s Holy Spirit is calling/leading us.    
       With Grace, Pastor Krieger 
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Notes from Cantor JB George… 

At the 2017 biennial conference of the Association 
of Lutheran Church Musicians, I enjoyed hearing 

hymn writer Mary Louise Bringle introduce one of her newest hymns, 
“Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment.”  

1.  Commonwealth is God's commandment; common goods are meant to 
 share.  Tables set and doors wide open welcome angels unaware. 

Refrain:  Plead for the peace of all creation. 
  Pray for a place where grace is found. 
  Shanti, pax, shalom, maslaha: 
  common good is holy ground. 

2. Sharing lavish gifts and blessings, love that not one mite withholds, 
 stretch out arms to friends and strangers:  
 God has sheep of many folds.  Refrain 

3.  Genders, races, tribes, and nations, hear the Holy One who calls, 
 biding all to work together, bridging lives and breaching walls.  
Refrain 

I am pleased that it is included in our new hymnal supplement, All Creation 
Sings, where I find the following notes on the hymn: 

This hymn’s refrain includes words meaning peace from other 
religious traditions. Shanti (Sanskrit) is pronounced “shahn-tee” and 
is used in Hindu and Buddhist traditions. Pax (Latin) is pronounced 
“pahks.” Shalom (Hebrew) is pronounced “shuh-lohm” and means 
peace, wholeness. Maslaha (Arabic) is pronounced “muhs-lah-hah” 
and means reconciliation. 

The word share is used in the Bible more than one hundred times. 
Hospitality is a hallmark of the followers of Jesus. This new hymn text 
encourages us not only to share and open our doors and tables to 
both neighbor and stranger, but also to pray for peace in several 
languages: Latin (pax) and Hebrew (shalom), which may be familiar 
to Christians, but also Sanskrit (shanti) and Arabic (maslaha). Our 
common good is indeed holy ground. 
Notes from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Hymn text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense #A-724651. 

Mask Update as of July 27, 2021 
Per new CDC Recommendations along with the Illinois Department of 
Public health, masks will be required in the building for worship/large 

gatherings by everyone.  
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    YOUR HEALTH NEWS 

 Parish Nurse...Diana Weyhenmeyer 
     

  With Halloween just around the corner, children are thrilled to 
dress up and go out trick or treating for candy. But as a parent or 
guardian, it is wise to take precaution over what your child consumes from 
their bag of goodies.  Whether your child is going from door-to-door to 
gather candy or participating in activities like apple bobbing, it is 
important to make sure the treats are safe for children to consume. Below 
are five recommended tips from FoodandSafety.gov on how to make sure 
your child’s Halloween candy is safe to eat. 

 

1. Check labels 
If your child has a food allergy or sensitivity, it is important to 
read the labels on the candy to make sure the allergen is not 
present in the treat. In the case of homemade goods that your 
child may receive, it is best to not let the child consume it at all. 
2. No snacking while trick-or-treating 
It is tempting to want to snack on some of the candy while 
collecting it but do not allow children to do it. Make sure you do 
not send kids out hungry, feed them a snack or light meal prior 
to trick-or-treating and let them know that they are not allowed 
to eat any of their candy until you thoroughly inspect it.  I used 
to eat the candy while trick-or-treating.  This is a good point to 
remind your children to do. 
3. Look at trick-or-treating candy carefully 
When expecting candy, look for discoloration, tears in wrappers, 
an unusual appearance or tiny pinholes. If the candy looks 
tampered with in anyway, throw it away. 
4. Make bobbing for apples a clean activity 
If you are hosting a Halloween party and plan or letting guest bob for 
apples be sure that you wash them and any raw fruit thoroughly by 
rinsing it under cold water. This method is important to reduce the 
amount of the bacteria that may be on the fruit, consider using a 
fruit brush to remove surface dirt further.  You want to make the 
activity as safe as possible. 
5. Protect party food from contamination 
If you plan on keeping your children indoors and entertaining, 
make sure that the food you serve is safe to eat. Serve 
pasteurized products because unpasteurized ones can contain 
Salmonella.  Also keep food like cheese platters, tossed salads, 
sandwiches and fruit chilled. Perishable foods should not be left 
out for more than two hours. If you are in a hot climate above 
90 degrees, food should be refrigerated within the hour. 
        Continues on Page 5 

https://www.foodsafety.gov/blog/2016/10/halloween-food-safety.html
http://www.ibtimes.com/halloween-party-do-list-how-host-bash-food-theme-killer-decorations-2435238
http://www.ibtimes.com/halloween-recipes-2016-10-creepy-dessert-ideas-parties-more-2430515
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YOUR HEALTH NEWS continued 
  October is also breast cancer awareness 
month, so thought I'd put screening guidelines for 
mammograms taken from the American Cancer 
Society web site. 
 These guidelines are for women at average 
risk for breast cancer. For screening purposes, a 
woman is considered to be at average risk if she 
doesn’t have a personal history of breast cancer, a 
strong family history of breast cancer, or a genetic 
mutation known to increase risk of breast cancer (such 
as in a BRCA gene), and has not had chest radiation therapy before 
the age of 30. (See below for guidelines for women at high risk.) 
Women between 40 and 44 have the option to start screening with a 
mammogram every year.  This used to be age 40. 
Women 45 to 54 should get mammograms every year. 
Women 55 and older can switch to a mammogram every other year, or 
they can choose to continue yearly mammograms. Screening should 
continue as long as a woman is in good health and is expected to live at 
least 10 more years. I know ladies in their 80's and 90's who are very 
active and this screening is important to them. Peace of mind means a lot 
for breast cancer.    
Women who are at high risk for breast cancer based on certain factors 
should get a breast MRI and a mammogram every year, typically starting 
at age 30. This includes women who: 

Have a lifetime risk of breast cancer of about 20% to 25% or greater, 
according to risk assessment tools that are based mainly on family 
history. 
Have a known BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation (based on having had 
genetic testing) 

Have a first-degree relative (parent, brother, sister, or child) with 
a BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation, and have not had genetic testing 
themselves. 

Had radiation therapy to the chest when they were between the ages of 
10 and 30 years. 
Have Li-Fraumeni syndrome, Cowden syndrome, or Bannayan-Riley-
Ruvalcaba syndrome, or have first-degree relatives (mother, father, 
brother or sister) with one of these syndromes. 

The American Cancer Society recommends against MRI screening for 
women whose lifetime risk of breast cancer is less than 15%. 
There’s not enough evidence to make a recommendation for or against 
yearly MRI screening for women who have a higher lifetime risk based on 
certain factors, such as:   
       Continues on Page 6 

https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/screening-tests-and-early-detection/breast-mri-scans.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/risk-and-prevention/breast-cancer-risk-factors-you-cannot-change.html
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YOUR HEALTH NEWS continued 

Having a personal history of breast cancer, ductal carcinoma in situ 
(DCIS), lobular carcinoma in situ (LCIS), atypical ductal hyperplasia 
(ADH), or atypical lobular hyperplasia (ALH) 
Having “extremely” or “heterogeneously” dense breasts as seen on a 
mammogram 

If MRI is used, it should be in addition to, not instead of, a screening 
mammogram. This is because although an MRI is more likely to detect 
cancer than a mammogram, it may still miss some cancers that a 
mammogram would detect.  Most women at high risk should begin 
screening with MRI and mammograms when they are 30 and continue 
for as long as they are in good health. But a woman at high risk should 
make the decision to start with her health care providers, taking into 
account her personal circumstances and preferences.    

     In Christ's Love, Diana 

 
 

TWISTED STITCHERS  
The Twisted Stitchers meet October 5 at 6:00 pm. 

 

HOSPITAL VISITS...Let us know if you are going into 
the hospital so that we may call on you.  Also if you or 
your family has welcomed a baby to your family also let 
us know so that child can be recognized with a rose! 

Join  us  weekly  for  worsh ip  in  person or  on l ine:   

FACEBOOK and YOUTUBE   
You can go to either our website at 

 www.gracelutheran-springfield.org  
 

on Facebook to Historic Grace Lutheran Church or to our YouTube 
Channel: Grace Lutheran Church Springfield IL and you will be 

taken to a link that will allow you to view the video of the service 
for the weekend. If you need pastoral assistance please call the 

church office. 

https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/about/types-of-breast-cancer/dcis.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/about/types-of-breast-cancer/dcis.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/non-cancerous-breast-conditions/lobular-carcinoma-in-situ.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/non-cancerous-breast-conditions/hyperplasia-of-the-breast-ductal-or-lobular.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/non-cancerous-breast-conditions/hyperplasia-of-the-breast-ductal-or-lobular.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/breast-cancer/screening-tests-and-early-detection/mammograms/breast-density-and-your-mammogram-report.html
http://www.gracelutheran-springfield.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGjtMhzSgWUhHvokkQJdZhQ
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  

As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Grace  
Lutheran Church Food Pantry is to feed the hungry.  

 

 August was our busiest month this year with 513 households 
and 1,241 individuals served.  In fact, it was our second busiest 
month since the start of the pandemic-driven, re-engineering of our 
operations and reduced hours in March of 2020.  Part of the reason 
for the increase in clients is the gradual "return to normalcy" across 
society, but a big part also is the number of homeless clients we 
serve every day at our outdoor distribution point.  We have now 
served nearly 1,000 homeless clients since we started customizing 
food packages for them in May of 2020. 
 For the year, clients served of 2,842 through August 31 is 
down 10 percent from a year ago, and individuals served of 6,908 is 
down 3.5 percent.   
  Finances remain strong.  Our balance at the end of August was 
$84,080, and we have gained $5,841 for the year, which allows us 
to continue to look for ways to enhance our services.  One of the 
ways we have done this is to add items to the pre-packed bags of 
personal items that we give to clients.  This month we are adding 
shampoo so that these bags now include toilet paper, bar soap, 
laundry detergent, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant -- and 
shampoo.  
  Weekly donations we receive from the Farmer's Market 
continue to be popular, especially tomatoes, peaches and 
peppers.  And every client continues to receive bread, milk and 
eggs, and bottled water is available. 
  We continue to be blessed by and appreciative of a $1,000 
monthly donation from our neighbors at First Presbyterian Church 
and continue to restock their micro pantry one day per week.  As 
always, monthly donations from church budgets and individual 
members of Grace, St. John's and Peace anchor our cash income, 

while regular donations and special annual 
collections of food from St. John's and Our Savior's 
anchor our in-kind donations of food items. 
  Thankfully we have gained a few more 
volunteers in the past few weeks who are able to 
help us haul items up the stairwell for our outside 
distribution.  That is a huge help and difference 
maker -- THANK YOU! 

    Continues on Page 8 
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT CONTINUED 
Looking ahead, once the church returns to normal use of the base-
ment space, we recognize that we will need to modify the re-
engineered packing and storage operation we put in place to space 
out volunteers during the pandemic.  Similarly, once winter weather 
sets in, we will be looking at ways to adjust our outside distribution 
setup to minimize the number of volunteers we need to station out-
doors, while also continuing to focus on making food pickup and load-
ing as efficient as possible for our clients. 
 Finally, a big thank you to everyone -- 
including the youth of Grace -- who helped 
us pull off the first fundraising golf outing for 
the pantry on August 29 at Piper Glen Golf 
Club.  Special thanks to Jim Hobbs and Shel-
ley Wright for doing most of the heavy lifting 
required to plan and execute this event.  We don't have a precise final 
accounting yet, but it looks like we will have raised nearly $7,000, 
which is roughly equal to the cost of one month of food purchas-
es.  We had 56 golfers, four "presenting sponsors" -- Bank of Spring-
field, Springfield Electric Lighting & Design, Hy-Vee and the Mike and 
Sandy Baker Family Fund "In Honor of Lyn Kennedy" -- and five "hole 
sponsors" -- AMCO Fence, Butler Funeral Home, Isringhausen, Pile 
Properties and Ryan Electric.  Stay tuned for plans to organize a sec-
ond annual outing in 2022.  We'll especially be looking for help to re-
cruit more golfers and sponsors. 
  
 Doug McFarlan, Director 
  

 
Whether or not we have Trick or Treating in the 

area, you can still donate Halloween candy  
to the Food Pantry.  
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL/ADULT FORUM/CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES/BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY  

All are welcome !! 
“Hearts and Hands for Jesus” will be our main theme 
this year and we have awesome teachers and creative 

ways to learn.   

Sunday school meets on the second floor each week in 
the large Sunday School room at 10:30 am.  

We will also have weekends of service projects for all to participate in 
throughout the year to share God’s love.  Our first project will be on 

October 17 during Education hour the list is above.  

ADULT FORUM…please join us Sundays at 10:30 am in the 
fellowship hall.  
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS...Will meet regularly on Sunday 
afternoon.  

 
Brown Bag Bible Study will continue Thursdays at 
12:10pm.  Please join us as we continue studying God’s word.   

Homeless Kits for our Togetherness service project 
October 17 2021 at 10:30 am 

The following is a list of things we would like to make up in bags for 
our homeless neighbors:   
 

Socks   Deodorant  Toothbrush  Toothpaste 

Band-Aids  Water bottle Granola Bars Lip Balm  

Wet Wipes (Travel size)   Tissues (Travel size)  

Please bring any of these items to church as you are able and leave 
them outside Kim’s office. Thank you ahead of time and we hope we 
can have a great day of caring for others. All are welcome to join us 
in packing. If you are unable to shop  and just want to give, please 
call Kim in the office.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 

 

3 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

1:00 pm CROP WALK  

4 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

 

5 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

4:00 pm Stewardship 

6:00 pm Twisted Stitchers  

6 

12:30 pm Faith/
Grace Circle 

 

7 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study 
 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

8 

 

9 

 

 

10 

9:15 am Worship  
 

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

 

 

11 

Columbus/Indigenous 
peoples day 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

Office Closed 

 

12 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

10:30 am Property  

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:00 noon Admin & Finance 

6:00 pm Evangelism 

13 

 

4:00 pm  

Community  

Ministry 

14 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study 
 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

15 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

9:15 am Worship  
 

10:30 am  

Togetherness 

Service Project 

18 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

 

 

 
 

 

19 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

Norma Browning—Gordon 
Memorial 
 

6:30 pm Ruth Circle 

20 

 

21 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 

9:15 am Worship with 
Baptisms 
 

10:30 am Education 
Hour  

25 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

 

 

26 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

6:30 pm Council  

27 

Grace Notes 

28 
11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

29 30 

31 Reformation  

9:15 am Worship  
 

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

  

OCTOBER 2021 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 

 

3 

9:15 am Worship  

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

1:00 pm CROP WALK  

4 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

 

5 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

4:00 pm Stewardship 

6:00 pm Twisted Stitchers  

6 

12:30 pm Faith/
Grace Circle 

 

7 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study 
 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

8 

 

9 

 

 

10 

9:15 am Worship  
 

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

 

 

11 

Columbus/Indigenous 
peoples day 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

Office Closed 

 

12 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

10:30 am Property  

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:00 noon Admin & Finance 

6:00 pm Evangelism 

13 

 

4:00 pm  

Community  

Ministry 

14 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study 
 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

15 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

9:15 am Worship  
 

10:30 am  

Togetherness 

Service Project 

18 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

 

 

 
 

 

19 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 
 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

Norma Browning—Gordon 
Memorial 
 

6:30 pm Ruth Circle 

20 

 

21 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 

9:15 am Worship with 
Baptisms 
 

10:30 am Education 
Hour  

25 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

 

 

26 

9:30 am Staff Meeting 

11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 
 

6:30 pm Council  

27 

Grace Notes 

28 
11:00-1:30 Food Pantry 

12:10 pm Brown Bag Bible 
Study 

6:30 pm Choir practice 

29 30 

31 Reformation  

9:15 am Worship  
 

10:30 am Education 
Hour 

  

OCTOBER 2021 

CSIS WELCA 
 Fall Gathering in  

Columba IL 
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Serving the Assembly in October 

 

October 3   
Greeters: Verne & Carolyn Nelson 
Ushers: Frank Beckman & Paul Derlitzki  
Assisting Minister/Reader: Ed Wollet 
 

October 10 
Greeter: Jean Scherer 
Ushers:  Joe & Kim Gietl    
Assisting Minister/Reader: Phil Galloway 
 

October 17 
Greeters: Jim & Maurine Orr 
Ushers:  Kim & Pam Schlicht 
Assisting Minister/Reader: Kim Gietl 
 

October 24 
Greeter: Laurie Farrell 
Ushers:  Ed & Judy Wollet 
Assisting Minister/Reader: Harold Janssen 
 

October 31 REFORMATION 
Greeters: Mark & Cindy Anderson 
Ushers:  Chuck & Diana Weyhenmeyer 
Assisting Minister/Reader: Randy Heidorn 
 
 

REFORMATION Day Sunday, October 31 
Martin Luther believed that the Reformation was a direct 
result of the Holy Spirit moving him and others to 
action. This day is a celebration of the Holy Spirit that 
continues to move us toward the grace and mercy of God, 
even today.  We invite everyone to wear the color RED.  

 
November 7 
Please come for worship that weekend as we remember 
and names are spoken aloud for the Saints who have 
gone before us.  
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Crop Walk: October 3, 2021 1:00 pm 
 Location 

Third Presbyterian Church parking lot 
1030 N 7th St. Springfield, IL 62702  

 

The route for the Springfield IL CROP Hunger Walk has 
traditionally walked past many of the food pantries 
supported by our Walk. Last year, our Walk was a Do-It-

Yourself Walk and churches designed their own Walks visiting Little 
Pantries in the area.   This year, we will resume our traditional 2-mile 
Walk starting and ending in the parking lot at Third Presbyterian. The 
walk begins at 1:00 pm with a special something following the walk.  
Find the GRACE LUTHERAN WALKERS  Please direct questions to 
Krista at 217.741.8646 or kbsteller@gmail.com. Our intent is to walk 
together safely to fight hunger. 

  

Pentecost 10 8/1/2021 65  In-person 

Pentecost 10 8/1/2021 43 112 

Pentecost 11 8/8/2021 67  In-person 

Pentecost 11 8/8/2021 29 55 

Pentecost 12 8/15/2021 69  In-person 

Pentecost 12 8/15/2021 24 73 

Pentecost 13 8/22/2021 96   In-person 

Pentecost 13 8/22/2021 46 78 

Pentecost 14 8/29/2021 88  In-person 

Pentecost 14 8/29/2021 40 53 

Pentecost 15 9/5/2021 65 In-person Farm 

Pentecost 15 9/5/2021 52 29 

Pentecost 16  9/12/2021 105 In-person Installation 

Pentecost 16 9/12/2021 35 68 

IN-PERSON/ONLINE ATTENDANCE 
   Week   Date     YouTube             Facebook 

Installation Online  9/14/2021 26 99 

Pentecost 17 9/19/2021 74  In-person 

Pentecost 17 9/19/2021 29 60 

mailto:kbsteller@gmail.com
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THANK You’s... 
 Susan LeMasters for her time as Treasurer. Thank you for the 

many hours spent in this important role.  You are a blessing.  
 

 Jim Hobbs and Doug McFarlan for their leadership for the Food Pan-
try Golf Outing.  

 Kari Downey, Mary Plymire, Katherine Galloway and Cindy Ander-
son for agreeing to teach our children this coming school year.  You 
are the hands of Jesus! 

 Ann Evans would like to thank everyone for the cards, flowers and 
prayers as she is recovering.   

 Parish Life committee for being so flexible and hosting a wonderful 
reception for Pastor Krieger’s installation.  

 To the Kennedy family for letting us worship once again at 
Schnirring Farm. And to Fellowship committee and all those who 
brought tasty treats following worship.  

Oct 1 Adam Lowery 

Oct 2 Wayne Benanti 

 Frank Krone 

Oct 3 Amy Thompson 

Oct 5 Sarah Kennedy 

 Maurine Orr 

Oct 6 Mary Plymire 

Oct 7 Kacey Crum 

 Sharon Knop 

Oct 9 Charlotte Blumle 

 Anna Mae          
 Handshy 

Oct 12  Becky Schlouch 

 

 

 

Oct 13  Sandra Benanti 

    Trent Benanti 

    Harold Janssen 

Oct 14  Bethany  

    Jackson 

    Ryan Nation 

Oct 15  Liam Monahan 

Oct 17  Henry Appleton 

    Valerie Benanti 

    Kari Downey 

    Pat Janssen 

Oct 19  Dustin Janssen 

    Elliot Janssen 

Oct 20  Leona Garrison 

    Leora Harry 

Oct 22  Travis Benanti 

Oct 23  Michael Wilson 

Oct 24  Laurie Jones 

    Tom O’Fallon 

Oct 26  Cameron Dees 

Oct 28  Marge Hanner 

Oct 29  Laurie Farrell 

    Charles                    
    Kreutzer 

Oct 30  Lorraine Bivin 

Oct 31  Patricia Little 

October Birthdays  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
AND 

GOD’S BLESSINGS!  
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What is a Stephen Minister? 
A Stephen Minister is a caring individual who can help 
others navigate their present situation.  Stephen 
Ministers are trained to help when people encounter 
loss, grief, relationship challenges, and a myriad of 
things that can throw one's life into a tailspin.  They are 
not counselors. They are not “know-it-alls.” They are not 
individuals who try to fix everyone’s troubles. They 
simply provide love, care, and support when it is needed 
the most. Let us know if you are in need.  
 
 

 
OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 
The month of October has been designated Pastor 
Appreciation month. Some people think that all pastors 
do is preach sermons, but they do so much more.  They 
are called to cast vision so their congregants can 
understand where they are going. They are also called to 

equip the people for the work of ministry; they are counselors, and 
worship and community leaders. Their work is always motivated by the 
belief that lives can be changed through a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Pastors are equipped for service by the Lord. But just because their reward 
comes from the Lord, it does not mean pastors never feel unappreciated. 
Pastors are human and the pressures of life can weigh heavily upon 
them. There are some practical ways to show appreciation as well. You can 
send your pastor an encouraging note of thanks for the acts of kindness 
that has been shown to your family. You can thank them for the time they 
spend comforting family during the illness or death of loved ones. You 
don’t have to wait for a particular month; you can show your appreciation 
at any time. Sometimes just saying "thank you" is enough.  
 

We Pray… Ever-living God, strengthen and sustain pastors, deacons and 
bishops especially Bishop John Roth, Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Pastor 
Tom Krieger, that with patience and understanding they may love and care 
for your people. Grant that together we may follow in the way of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND/LIMITED MOBILITY 

DIXIE ALVIES 
DOROTHY BAHRE 
GLENDA BOWLES 

GEORGIANN  
BREDEHOFT 

GLORIA GAGNON 
JOHN GEORGE 

MARGE HANNER 
EUNIE KRONE 
HELEN MOORE 

ELEANOR SAKRIS 
ANN SCHLICHT 

CRYSTAL SHADID 
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
The August Council meeting was held on August 24 at 6:30 pm  

Dates to know: 
O'Fallon/Charlesworth wedding celebration September 5 

Pastor Krieger installation September 12 
Meeting with First Presbyterian September 13 

Rally Day September 19 
 

Motion from Property to replace flooring in Sanctuary at a cost of 

$14,982.23 pending funding from Admin & Finance with pews being 

moved by us.  Deferred back to property for further review including 

labor costs for pews. Timing felt off for this project with deficit budget.  

Motion from Property to refinish outer doors by Benanti Painting Co. at a 

cost of $8400.00 pending funding source from Admin & Finance. 

Approved - unanimously 

Motion that we split off the budget meeting and the regular Annual Meeting 

into two dates.  Approved – unanimously 

 Budgets for committees needed earlier than normal  

Motion that JB pursue the purchase of one Meeting Owl through worship & 

music budget line item. Approved – unanimously 
 

FINANCIAL/ATTENDANCE REPORT 
August 2021     August 2020 

            Income: $37,404      Income: $25,857  
           Expense: $34,949      Expense: $23,232 
           SURPLUS: $2,454      SURPLUS: $2,625 

 

YTD 2020              YTD 2020 
 Income: $239,680      Income: $234,434 
  Expense: $256,012       Expense: $194,109  

          DEFICIT ($16,331)                SURPLUS: $40,326 
 

 

 

Grace’s CSIS sister congregations now through May 2022    
The Wartburg Parish (wartburgparish.org) is a Geographical Parish made 
up of four Lutheran congregations located in southwestern Illinois. The 
congregations of the Parish include:  Peace Lutheran Church in Chester 

St. John Lutheran Church of Bremen 
St. John Lutheran Church of Post Oak 

                   St. Peter's Lutheran Church of Wine Hill  
We are looking for a liaison from the congregation to be in contact       
with this parish. If you are interested please call Kim in the office or speak         
to Pastor Tom about more information. If you would like to see more infor-
mation about the Parish itself visit:  https://www.wartburgparish.org 



17 

 
Prayers of Grace  - Stephen Ministers 

“Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion.  Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.”   

              Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 
 

In need of prayer?   

 - Call the church office (217) 522-3965 

 - Email Sara Oehlert at soehlert@aol.com 
 
 
 

THE PUMPKIN PRAYER 

A long time ago there was a festival on October 31st. to celebrate the 
harvest season. People tried to scare away evil spirits by dressing up in 
scary costumes. Many years later children dressed up like evil spirits. 
They went door-to-door telling people that if they got a treat the evil 
spirits would go away.  Later the church decided to change the festival 
by making it a celebration of the eternal life, not evil spirits. Instead of 
honoring evil spirits, they honored all the Christians who had died in the 
last year.  November 1st was called “All Saint’s Day’ or All Hallowed 
(holy ones) Day”. The evening before was called “All Hallowed Eve”. 
Over the years the name was shortened to “Halloween.  

 

THE PUMPKIN PRAYER 

Dear God, As I carve my pumpkin help me say this prayer: 

Open my mind so I can learn about you; 

(cut the top of the pumpkin) 

Take away all my sin and forgive me for the wrong things I do. 

(clean out the inside) 

Open my eyes so your love I will see; 

(cut eyes shaped like hearts) 

I’m sorry for turning up my nose to all you’ve given me 

(cut a nose in the shape of the cross) 

Open my ears so your Word I will hear; 

(cut ears shaped like the Bible) 

Open my mouth so I can tell others you are near. 

(cut mouth in the shape of a fish) 

Let your light shine in all I say and do! Amen. 

(place candle inside and light it) 

 

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
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Please note the following schedule for what is happening: 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA 

October 22-23, 2021  Biennial Convention  
Todd Hall Retreat Center – Columbia, IL 

Please join us at the lovely Toddhall Retreat Center in Columbia this fall 
for our Biennial Convention.  Our Chaplain and main speaker will be 
Debbie Amato from Christ Community Church in Columbia.  Our theme 
will be “Beloved, Blessed and Beyond”.  We will be talking about self-care 
which is a focus in the June “Gather “magazine’s article, ”What do you 
need today?”  Come join us in learning to love ourselves and our 
neighbors!  We will have a Bible study, service project, food, fun, 
fellowship, prizes.  Convention packets are in the Fellowship Hall. 

Butter Braids, Pizzas and Cookies…   
Deadline to order:  Sunday, Nov 14   
Date to pickup order at church:   Friday, Nov 19, 2:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
and Sunday, Nov 21, 9:00 am - 11:30 am 
How to order: There is an order form on the white board in fellowship 
hall or Contact Kim or Harold Janssen at docwho1@comcast.net or 217 
753-0338.  Charlotte put a note about our last sale in the doors of 15 
neighbors. 5 neighbors bought 10 items. Please consider doing this in 
your neighborhood. If you would like help writing a note please contact 
Charlotte, charblume@gmail.com or 217 546-5573  
Butter braids $12 apple, strawberry cream cheese, cinnamon, cherry, 
raspberry, cream cheese  Caramel Rolls $12  
Cookies $12 (40 pre-portioned frozen dough balls. They do not all have 
to be baked at the same time.) Triple chocolate, white chunk 
macadamia nut, chocolate chip, peanut butter, snickerdoodle 
Pizzas $14 (two 11" pizzas of the same kind in a box) four cheese, 
ultimate pepperoni, meat lovers, meat with vegetables, bbq chicken 

Faith / Grace Circle 
Meet the first Wednesday of the month.  Our next get together will be         
October 6 at 12:30 pm.  We will have a treat and discussion on the Gather 
Magazine. All ladies are welcome! 
 

Ruth Circle 
Meet Tuesday, October 19 at 6:30 pm here at Grace.  
We have discussion and enjoy time with our sisters. All ladies are welcome! 

mailto:docwho1@comcast.net
mailto:CHARBLUME@GMAIL.COM
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COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE COMMITTEES THEY REPRESENT 

Vice President, Randy Heidorn 

Treasurer, Susan LeMasters 

Secretary, Phil Galloway 

Administration & Finance  Ed Wollet 

Christian Education  Jessica Thannen, Amy Monahan, Mary Plymire 

Community Ministry  Diana Weyhenmeyer, Randy Heidorn 

Evangelism  Josie Anderson, Amy Monahan 

Fellowship Mary Schofield, Wanda Williams 

Parish Life  Rosie O’Fallon, Josie Anderson 

Property  Mark Anderson 

Stewardship  Mary Plymire, Phil Galloway 

Strategic Planning  Ed Wollet 

Worship & Music  Wanda Williams, Rosie O’Fallon, Randy Heidorn 

Youth  Katy Gietl 

Stephen Ministry Representative   
 

REMINDER: Committee chairs and/or secretaries please stop at the 
work room every week so that you can sign off on transactions 

vouchers.  Thank you for giving your time.    
 

Church in Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Monday by remote.  Please call the church office for any                  

information Phone (217) 522-3965  

 

Grace Food Pantry is open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
11:00 am– 1:30 pm  Food Pantry Phone (217) 522-9707 
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DATED MATERIAL – USELESS IF DELAYED 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
       

OUR STAFF 

PASTOR  
Rev. Tom Krieger 
 
CANTOR  
JB George  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   

PARISH NURSE     
Diana Weyhenmeyer 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN  
Aaron VonHolten 
 

Join us for worship online gracelutheran -spr ingf ie ld .org  


