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Our journey continues at Grace Lutheran… 
 

Dear friends, we give thanks to God for the leadership of the Council and 
Call Committee and the gift of Pastor O. Wayne Shelksohn to be our 
Interim Pastor until February.  Here is a little biography of Pastor Wayne: 
 

PASTOR O. WAYNE SHELKSOHN 
Born September 19, 1950 (Ely, Nevada) 
Graduated High School 1968 (Las Vegas, Nevada) 
Attended  

Concordia Jr College Portland Oregon 
Concordia Sr. College Ft. Wayne Indiana Bachelor Of Arts   
Christ Seminary Seminex St. Louis, Missouri 
Luther Northwestern Seminary St. Paul, Minnesota 
Graduated with an Master of Divinity 1981 
Intentional Interim Ministry Training 2014-2015 
Married Cynthia Lynn Leazenby Aug 16 1975 
Born May 23, 1954 Anderson, Indiana 
Children Stephanie Shelksohn & Aaron Shelksohn 
Parishes Served from 1981-2016 
St Stephen Metropolis IL 1981-1987 
St John Ft Wayne IN 1987-1993 
First Trinity Indianapolis IN 1993- 1995 
American Lutheran Gibson City IL 1995-2001 
Grace and Peace Lutheran Peoria IL 2001- 2016 
Retired December 31 2016  
Served as interim pastor St. Paul Lutheran Church July 2017- July 2019 

 

Synodical and Church Wide Organization Served 
Indiana Kentucky Multiracial Ministry 
Illinois Synod Social Ministry Justice and Advocacy Ministry 
Illinois Synod Anti-Racism Task force 
ELCA Europeans Decent Lutheran Association for  Racial Justice 
Illinois Synod Global Ministry 
Organized the 2014 Bishop Companion Synod visit to the Malagasy 
Lutheran Church in Madagascar   
Northern conference God’s Work Our Hands 2006-2016 

 
CALL PROCESS 
You have already received the surveys and it is our hope that all confirmed 
members of your household have prayerfully filled out and returned the 
form to the church.  This will best help the Call Committee and Synod office 
with finding a good match for our congregation. Keep praying for our 
congregation and our leadership.  Be patient and understanding as we 
move forward trusting in Christ Jesus.  
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From the Desk of Cantor JB George… 
  

  
Back to School – We’ve Seen This Before! 

This is the back to school season, and that means a return to familiar 
things at church as well: Sunday School, Adult Forum, Brown Bag Bible 
Study, Choir and Handbell Choir all will be up and running again soon. 

A common educational approach returns to familiar concepts, building 
deeper understanding each time.  Students might say, “I know this!  
But it’s different.”  The back to school routine is like that sometimes 
too.  A new teacher, new school, new classmates—all of these add a 
new element to the familiar, and they can all be good things—but can 
also be unsettling.   

Our church year and lectionary are already set up using this model: we 
return again and again to familiar themes.  Every Advent we will hear 
of God’s justice coming to the poor and oppressed, every Christmas we 
hear again of God’s love coming to us in the person of Jesus Christ, 
every Holy Week…every Easter…every Pentecost…it’s not that we 
completely forget the meaning of these events; it’s that they take on 
new, deeper meanings to us as we proceed through our lives.  All 
Saints’ Day when it’s your loved one’s name being read.  Pentecost 
when it’s your child affirming baptism in the rite of confirmation.   

Our hymns are like familiar friends too (some are old friends, some 
newer friends, and just wait until I introduce you to some wonderful 
friends you haven’t met yet!)  An “old friend” hymn about change really 
hit me in a new way this past week:   

The church of Christ, in every age beset by change, but Spirit-led, 
 Must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead. 

 Across the world, across the street, the victims of injustice cry 
 For shelter and for bread to eat, and never live before they die. 

Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under 

 One License #A-724651. 

I’ve been singing and playing this hymn for many years, but never 
before has stanza 2 been quite so literally true, as we determine how 
God would have us serve our homeless neighbors.  May we keep rising, 
keep loving, keep singing, keep asking the tough questions, and be 
ready for the new things God would have us do as we are sent forth to 
the world God loves so much. 
      JB 
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FUN FELLOWSHIP FACTS SEPTEMBER  
Please join us whenever possible and support local restaurants, drama 
performances and events that are going on in Springfield and the 
surrounding communities, along with events here at Grace.  
 

UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS:    
September:  Labor Day Potluck Picnic – Sunday, Sept. 1, 2019 – 

Immediately following service at Schnirring Farm – 12:00 noon 
 

Fellowship Progressive Meal Saturday, October 5, 2019:   
The Fellowship Committee would like to plan a progressive meal for 
October 5, 2019.  It involves providing 3 separate courses—
appetizers, main course, desserts at 3 different fellow congregants’ 
homes.  It’s a great opportunity to get together for conversation and 
fellowship and a chance to enjoy some delicious dishes.  The evening 
should begin approximately 5:00 PM and end by 9:00 or so.   
Each host would only need to prepare for no more than 8 people.   
The number of hosts needed will be based on total attendance. 
 

December: Advent Suppers – Wednesday Dec. 4, Dec. 11, Dec. 18 
                  Caroling – Date to be determined 

SCHNIRRING FARM…  Grace Lutheran Church is holding its 
Annual Church Service at the Schnirring Farm; our Saturday worship at 
5:00 pm and the Sunday 8:00 am service will be held at Historic Grace. 
On Sunday, September 1 at 10:30 am we will be out at the farm. A 
picnic is planned immediately following the service by the Fellowship 
Committee who will provide table service, tea and lemonade.   
Directions to Schnirring Farm are in the narthex. Please bring your 
own lawn chairs.  We thank the family for graciously hosting us each 
year!   
Our worship service on Labor Day weekend is a great opportunity for 
everyone to invite your friends, relatives, neighbors or coworkers at 
the Schnirring Farm. Being out in a nature setting can be such a 
worshipful experience. This is a great time to worship together, enjoy 
wonderful music and then gather afterwards to enjoy a meal 
together.  We hope you will all ask some friends  
to worship with you!  
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City Wide Hymn Fest 
This interdenominational hymn sing is free to the 
public and open to everyone who enjoys singing 
along with, or listening to, traditional hymns.          
The Trinity Concert Band will provide musical 
interludes. Bring lawn chairs or blankets.   
We look forward to seeing you on Sunday 
afternoon, September 29 with Carillon music 
beginning at 3:00 pm and the hymn sing at 

3:30pm!  For more information please go to: www.carillon-rees.org 
Thomas Rees Memorial Carillon, the Springfield Park District or Grace 
Lutheran Church website. 
 
 
 

 
 

gracelutheran-springfield.org 
Have you seen the Website lately? Check it out at 
gracelutheran-springfield.org  Mark Anderson has 
done a great job rebuilding the website—thanks 
Mark for your time and talent.  

Mark Anderson and Kim Gietl are updating it weekly 
to help keep informed of all the goings-on at church.  

It is still a work in progress but your feedback is appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Worship at the Schnirring Farm 
 Help in the Food Pantry  
 Sunday Church School 
 Sing in the Choir 

 City Wide Hymn Fest 
 Deliver the altar flowers 
 Consider teaching a Sunday 

School or Adult Forum class 

Have you Invited anyone to... 

.org 
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STEPHENS MINISTRY 

 

What is a Stephen Minister? 
A Stephen Minister is a caring individual who 
can help others navigate their present 
situation.  Stephen Ministers are trained to help 
when people encounter loss, grief, relationship 
challenges, and a myriad of things that can 
throw one's life into a tailspin.  They are not 
counselors. They are not “know-it-alls.”  They 
are not individuals who try to fix everyone’s 
troubles.  They simply provide love, care, and 
support when it is needed the most.  

 

Maybe a Stephen Minister can HELP!  
In Stephen Ministry, a Care Receiver is someone who needs a 
Christian friend, a Stephen Minister. Stephen Ministers work in 
confidence to help meet the needs of individuals who are: 

 Homebound/alone 
 Hospitalized/recently discharged 
 Facing serious or terminal illness 
 Experiencing major adjustments to jobs/careers/residences 
 Residents of long-term care facilities 
 Facing decisions on the future care of aging parents/spouses 
 Experiencing absence of family members due to death, school, 

military assignments, marriage, divorce 
 Persons adjusting to becoming single parents 
 Working with a Stephen Minister is kept completely confidential.  

Consider having a Stephen Minister walk with you or a friend on a 
journey to wholeness.   

 

How can you receive a Stephen Minister? 
Fill out the information below. Return it in a sealed envelope and put it 
in the Stephen Ministry mailbox located in Fellowship Hall between the 
office and the Capitol Street entrance.    
 

Name:______________________________________   
 
Phone__________________________ 
 

___I am interested in obtaining more information about receiving a 
Stephen Minister. 
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  

Helen Appleton 

As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Historical Grace 
Lutheran Church Food Pantry is to feed the hungry.  
 

In June of 2019, we served 519 families composed of 1,117 individuals 
as compared to 536 families composed of 1,207 individuals in 2018.  
In July of 2019, we served 598 families composed of 1211 individuals 
compared to 598 families composed of 1500 individuals in 2018.  
Nearly 20% of our clients were seniors during these two months. 
 
We started the month of June with a balance of $29,898.36 and ended 
July with a balance of $29,972.08.  We had a total of $ 9,281.28 in 
receipts and $9,207.24 in expenses for the two months.    
 
Thank you to Charlotte Blumle for her many efforts on behalf of the 
Food Pantry.  She organized volunteers to man the parking lot for the 
Thursday evening concerts that took place in the street and lot in front 
of the Governor’s Mansion and for the July 4 fireworks.  We did not 
have any customers for the Thursday nights; however, we sold 10 
cookbooks and made over $200 on July 4.  We charged $5 to park in 
our lot.  If people paid $10, we also included a cookbook.  Thank you 
to the volunteers, in addition to Charlotte, who helped with this 
including myself, Wanda Williams, Gary Courtwright, Art Carlson, Brian 
Dees and his son, Harold and Kim Janssen, and Jack Wheaton.   
 
We thank the Land of Lincoln Barbershop, FORG Quartet and Sound 
Celebration for hosting an ice cream social and bake sale to benefit the 
Grace Food Pantry.  They raised $336.00. It was a warm night at 
Douglas Park with some great music.  Thank you to those who baked 
and participated and a special thank you to Velma Lawson.  
 
The Food Pantry has been struggling with the excel program on the 
computer for quite a while.  Mark Anderson tried to fix the problems 
and ended up developing a program for us that is far easier to use 
than the one we had!  Thank you to Mark for doing this!!! 
 
St. Anthony’s Hellenic Greek Orthodox Church at 1600 S. Glenwood 
contributes food items faithfully to our Food Pantry.  Their annual OPA 
is Saturday, September 7 from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and features 
great Greek food! 
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL/ADULT FORUM/
CONFIRMATION CLASSES/BROWN BAG BIBLE 

STUDY MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!  
 

WELCOME BACK FAMILIES AND LIFE LONG LEARNERS! 
Come to Grace on September 8th at 9:15 am to kick-off 
the year together in the Fellowship Hall. We will begin 

regular Sunday School classes September 15 beginning at 9:15 am.   
We meet in the room at the end of the hall on the second floor.  We will 
have music and worship with JB then to our classes.  We hope to see 
you there!   
 

Adult Forum... will be starting September 15 at 9:30 am.   
For the Fall, we will be exploring the ELCA Social Statements, starting 
with the first one, “The Church in Society: A Lutheran Perspective.”  
Have you ever wondered why the ELCA issues social statements and 
becomes involved in controversial issues such as the environment, 
economic justice, abortion, human sexuality, and more?   
The first social statement addresses this question and gives a scriptural 
understanding of the basis for having statements.  Please plan to attend 
and contribute to the discussion! 
 

Come and PRAY with us! Join us each week at 10:15 am Sunday in 
the Fellowship Hall and pray as a community.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Brown Bag Bible Study will resume September 19 at the 
usual time – Thursdays at 12:10pm.  Please join us as we 
continue studying the Gospel of John.  We will pick up where 
we left off last May with Chapter 12 which deals with the 
beginning of Holy Week and should prove to be interesting.   
If you have any questions please ask Chris Schofield or J.B George.  

 
CONFIRMATION CLASS...We will begin regular Confirmation 
classes September 15 beginning at 9:15 am in the youth room.  
 

 
YOUTH NEWS 
Youth and adults can sign-up for the Crop Walk that takes place on 
Sunday, October 6, 2019.  The Crop Walk begins at 1:00 pm.   
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
The August Council meeting will be held on August 27 at 7:00pm.   

Pastor Wayne’s report will be presented.   
The July meetings notes follow. Further information concerning Council 

action can be seen below. 
Dates to know: 

 August 30 & September 1 back to fall worship schedule with                                                   
 10:30 am worship at Schnirring Farm 
 Sunday September 8 Rally Day 
 Sunday September 15 regular classes for Sunday school, 
 Confirmation and Adult Forum begin 
 Sunday September 29 City Wide Hymn Fest at Washington Park 
 Sunday October 6 Crop Walk  
 

Discussion about the Call Process and the steps to be taken was had by 
Pastor Ken Sandlin, Assistant to Bishop Roth.  
A packet was given to each Council member as well as those who came 
from beginning Call committee. We do not know how long this process of 
call will take. There are several churches in our Synod looking for 
Pastors and many churches in need.  
Budget and Report were given – Approved unanimously    
Motion to approve the Maintenance contract with Henson Robinson for 
the Heating and AC System in order to keep the warranty current.  
Motion was made to not exceed $7000.00 per year and was approved 
unanimously. 
Sump pump needed for the Food Pantry area for drainage issues – bids 
will be taken on this project.  
A lock box will be put on the outside outlet connected to the sign out 
front to help detour the persons in our flower beds out front.  However 
Aaron will open to box during the morning hours while he is here to 
extend some grace to those in need.  
A new council member is still needed – a few names were given to John 
Klint and he will follow up with those individuals 

A walk through with RD Lawrence (John Goetz) needs to be done before 
final payment can be made on lightning repairs 

Record keeping for the church needs to be updated and Kim will work on 
monthly updates. 
 
JULY 10, 2019 MEETING  
Unanimous approval of calling Pastor O. Wayne Shelksohn for Interim 
Pastor of Grace Lutheran Church from August 1, 2019 until January 
31,2020.  ¾ time contract including mileage and some lodging.  
 
                           FINANCIAL/ATTENDANCE REPORT follows on page 10 
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FINANCIAL/ATTENDANCE REPORT 
July 2019      July 2018 

            Income: $13,705      Income: $31,382     
           Expense: $16,776      Expense: $29,340 
          DEFICIT: ($3,071)      DEFICIT ($2,042) 

 

YTD 2019              YTD 2018 
 Income: $190,312    Income: $189,509 

  Expense: $193,680       Expense: $215,712 
          DEFICIT: ($3,368)               DEFICIT: ($26,203) 

 

Attendance records (based on weekend attendance) 

Attendance for July 2019             Attendance for July 2018 

            387 (5 weeks)                          533 (5 weeks) 

     2019 AVG. YTD: 119                     2018 AVG. YTD: 123 

Average attendance, year to date: this is the total number of worshippers divided by the 
number of weekends in the year to date. (i.e. Total attendance 800 divided by 6 

weekends=133 members in average attendance). 

 
 

Good Samaritans, 2019 
 While I was in New Mexico recently, I had a 
severe fall and ended up on the asphalt in a crowd of 
people on my back with my head bleeding profusely. 
Many people walked by me but one woman (a nurse 
practitioner I later learned) assumed leadership. She 
found something to compress my head wound, kept 
me talking, directed the by-standers not to move me, 
and called an ambulance. While I was being taken to 

the emergency room by ambulance, she and her husband took my 
purse to my hotel, removed my driver’s license and insurance card, and 
contacted the hotel manager who put the purse in the hotel safe. The 
three of them then went to my hotel room and retrieved my cell phone. 
The couple then went to the emergency room with my phone and the 
important identification documents. They stayed with me while the 
medical staff examined, tested, and treated me.   
 
 Finally at 2 am I was released and my new-found friends took me 
to my hotel. The next morning they checked out of their hotel but 
before they left on the next leg of their vacation, they brought food to 
my hotel room because they knew that my daughter would not arrive to 
assist me until that evening. 
  
        Continues on page 11 
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I have long believed that one way God is with us is through angels in the 
form of humans. This incident occurred the same week that we 
Americans experienced  horror in Dayton and El Paso generated by 
hateful rhetoric. By contrast, my good Samaritans, Eva and Eric 
Andersen of Croton-on-Hudson, New York, were beacons of God’s 
goodness and love.   I can truly attest that despite what we hear and see 
in the media,  God is with us!  —Roberta Volkmann 

 
Prayers of Grace Ministry Update 

“Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion.  Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.”   

              Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 
 

It may be the end of summer but it’s time to do a little spring cleaning 
of the Prayer Chain and I need your help.  I have 58 email addresses 
that I send the prayers to but over time I have accumulated a 
growing number of addresses that bounce back to me.   Want to help 
clean things up?  Here’s how!  If you would like to continue to be 
included on the Prayer Chain or you would like to add your 
address, please send an email to me, Sara Oehlert, at 
soehlert@aol.com.  

In the email that you send please include the following two things. 

Tell me your name because I won’t have a clue who the address is 
attached to it if you don’t.   

Let me know if you would be interested in a brief, weekly Prayer 
Meeting here at church. 

Thanks for your help and your patience as we gather addresses and 
revise the email list.  Also…check out the church library that we have 
downstairs way back in the corner near the kitchen.  The number of 
books and resources just keeps growing. I found several interesting 
books  - Sesame Street and Gardening with Jerry Brooks should 
probably go in the box for the library book sale ;-) but several were 
all about prayer.  I pulled them out for anyone who might be 
interested in reading one or more.   

In need of prayer?   

 - Call the church office (522-3965) 

 - Email Pastor Wayne at shelksohn@gmail.com 

 - Email Sara Oehlert at soehlert@aol.com 

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
mailto:soehlert@aol.com
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Please note the following schedule for what is happening: 
 

Faith/Grace Circle -  will meet on September 4, 2019 at 12:30 pm in 
the church Fellowship Hall. If you have questions, please contact  
Charlotte Blumle.  
 
Sew n’ Sowers  Saturday, September 14, 2019 in the church  
basement from 9:00 am to noon.  Contact person is Charlotte Blumle. 
 
Ruth Circle  meets September 24, 2019 at 7:00 pm at church. 
 
Greetings from the Women of the ELCA in the Central/Southern 
Illinois Synod! You’re Invited to the  2019 C/SIS Women of the 
ELCA Biennial  Convention Friday & Saturday October 11-12, 2019 
We are excited to invite the women of your congregation to join us at our 
Fall Retreat Registration forms are in the Fellowship hall.  
 

WHAT IS THE COST? 
Two-day Registration $80  Friday Only Registration $40  Saturday Only 
Registration $40 Complete one form for each attendee. Registration must 
be postmarked by September 25, 2019 and accompanied  by full payment.  
 

ARE THERE SCHOLARSHIPS? 
Six scholarships covering the $40 registration fee and $80 toward hotel 
costs will be given on a first-received basis.  Preference will be given to 
first time attendees at a Synod WELCA event. Deadline: Sept. 25, 2019  

Lake Williamson Christian Center Head south from Carlinville on Route 4 
for 3 miles until you see it on your right… ..or you can input the address in 
your GPS: 17280 Lakeside Dr., Carlinville. We will be in motel-style 
lodging with two full size beds, AC & heating, TV, phone, soap, linens, 
towels and housekeeping. Our three meals: dinner on Friday, breakfast 
and lunch on Saturday are served buffet style with lots of choices 
including salad bar, dessert bar with soft-serve ice cream) and beverages. 
We will have a hay ride and s’mores on Friday night.   
 

The WELCA Quarterly Meeting will be held October 19,2019 at           
9:00 am in the church Fellowship Hall. Ruth Circle is hosting and a light 
breakfast will be served. The School Kits will be packed at that time also. 
All women of Grace are invited to attend. There will be a sign up sheet on 
the white board in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your support! 
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WELCA MISSION PROJECT FOR 2019 
School Kits:  we are collecting notebooks, rulers, sharpeners, scissors, 
pencils, pens, crayons, and erasers. A complete list of exact sizes we 
need will be posted on the WELCA board in Fellowship Hall. There will 
also be in list in the next Grace Notes. We hope to fill 100 school bags 
with your help. Items will be accepted beginning now thru the end of 
September.  It is ok if they have a small flag or US on it as it is easily 
covered.  We are doing great with supplies thanks to your support these 
remaining items are needed:   

 Pencil sharpeners  
 Blunt end small scissors 
 Rulers 
 70 page spiral notebooks 
 
 

 

DO YOU REMEMBER..........when you were in church 
when a child was baptized? The congregation was asked if 
they would support the child and his/her parents and pray 
for them. Most if not all of us responded we would. But 
have we? As a congregation, we probably would get a 
passing grade. Our financial giving to the church provides a 
monthly mailing to the family until the child is 3. It 

provides age appropriate ideas on how to teach the child about the 
Christian faith. Carolyn Nelson mails these. The church provides a 
Sunday School, instruction on first communion and confirmation and we 
give any family that asks an age appropriate Bible. But what can we as 
individuals do to support the parents? Here are some suggestions. 

1. Regardless of the age of the child pass the peace with them during 
worship. 

2. Children like to get mail. If you haven't seen a child in church for a 
few Sundays send them a note telling them you have missed seeing 
them in church. Mail them one of the children's bulletins kept in the 
back of the church. Send them a prayer you said for them or ask 
them to pray for some specific thing for you. When you are on a trip 
send them a postcard with a picture of nature and tell them God 
made it. 

3. Ask a child what they did in Sunday School. 
4. Go on a Crop Walk and talk with the children about why they are 

doing this. Help them get sponsors. 
There are so many ways we can model the Christian life. Let us know 
about some of the creative ways we can support parents in teaching 
their children about our faith.  
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Daily Grace had a great devotion on August 9 

that talks about “Enthusiastic Blessings”.   
 

“When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream. Then our 
mouth was filled with laughter, and our 
tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said 
among the nations, ‘The LORD has done great 

things for them.’ The LORD has done great things for us, and we 
rejoiced. Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the 
Negeb. May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those 
who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home 
with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.” 
 

These words from Psalm 126 paint a compelling picture of 
enthusiasm and celebration. Mouths are filled with laughter and 
shouts of joy, recognizing God’s blessings, and trusting that the 

harvest will be bountiful, even for those who struggle 
now. Providing enthusiasm is one way we care for our communities. 
Enthusiasm can propel us all forward, looking to a brighter future, 

and trusting that the seeds we’ve planted will bear much fruit, even 
if that fruit looks different from what we expected. 

We at Grace have so many blessings to be thankful for at this time 
in transition. Let us be grateful for all our abundance from God,  

so we can share it with others!  
 

 

Butter Braids, Pizzas and Cookies…  we will be 
selling butter braids, pizzas and cookies in October 
and November to be delivered before Thanksgiving.  

TWISTED STITCHERS 
The Twisted Stitchers meet September 3rd at 7:00 
pm, at the home of Sharon Knop.  
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    YOUR HEALTH NEWS 

 Parish Nurse...Diana Weyhenmeyer 
     

   

 These tips were taken from a flyer for the American Heart 
Association on walking.  When it comes to simple ways to be healthy 
walking is all the rage.  For such a simple activity, it has many 
benefits. 
 For every hour of brisk walking, life expectancy for some people 
may increase by two hours.  Research has shown that walking at a 
lively pace at least 150 minutes a week can help you: 

 Think better, feel better and sleep better. 

 Reduce your risk of serious diseases like heart disease, stroke, 

diabetes and several  types of cancer. 

 Improve your blood pressure, blood sugar and blood cholesterol  

levels. 

 Increase your energy and stamina. 

 Improve your mental and emotional well-being and 

reduce risk of depression. 

 Improve memory and reduce your risk of dementia. 

 Boost bone strength and reduce your risk of 

osteoporosis. 

 Prevent weight gain. 

If 150 minutes sounds like a lot, remember that even short activity 
sessions can be added up over the week to reach this goal.  And it’s 
easy to fit in a few minutes of walking several times a day. 

 
  In Christ’s love, Diana 

     
REMEMBER TO HAVE YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKED THE 

THIRD WEEKEND OF EACH MONTH!  
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Thank you’s 

 
Thank you to Chuck and Diana Weyhenmeyer for the flowers that 
were delivered to me.  Marge Hanner 

To all the volunteers who helped deliver Meals on Wheels this 
month—you are so appreciated! 

Thank you to the Food Pantry volunteers who helped with 
straightening up the basement area.  Especially Doug, Randy, Aaron 
and the early morning volunteers!! 

ELCA congregations work 
to improve communities 
Grace Lutheran is one of nearly 
9,100 congregations of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) participating in 
“God’s work. Our hands.” 
Sunday, Sept. 8. Across the 
country, thousands of ELCA 
members will be engaging in 

service work to make a positive change in their communities, build 
and deepen relationships, and share God’s love.  Members of Grace 
are asked to join us during rally day for a special project for our 
community and beyond.    For more than 30 years, the ELCA has 
been a church deeply rooted in faith and in sharing its passion for 
making positive changes in the world. Grace joins with other ELCA 
congregations across the country to boldly participate in God’s work in 
the world — restoring and reconciling communities, and pursuing 
peace and justice. 
 

About the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United 
States, with nearly 3.5 million members in more than 9,100 
worshiping communities across the 50 states and in the Caribbean 
region. Known as the church of "God's work. Our hands.," the ELCA 
emphasizes the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, 
unity among Christians and service in the world. The ELCA's roots are 
in the writings of the German church reformer Martin Luther. 
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2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly summary of 
actions 

Gathering under the theme "We are church," voting members of the 
2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) made a number of key decisions to further the mis
sion and ministry of this church. More than 900 voting members: 

 Reelected on the first ballot the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton to a six-
year term as ELCA presiding bishop.  

Elected and installed Deacon Sue Rothmeyer to a six-year term as 
ELCA secretary. 

Approved the social statement "Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Call 
to Action" and its implementing resolutions. The social state
ment, in part, names patriarchy and sexism as sins and calls 
the church to action on a range of issues, including gender-
based violence, workplace discrimination and economic inequal
ity. 

Adopted "A Declaration of Inter-Religious Commitment," which will 
serve as church policy for inter-religious relations.  

Approved the triennium budget for 2020-2022, which includes a 
current fund spending authorization of $68.4 million annually 
for the period, an ELCA World Hunger spending authorization of 
$21.5 million for 2020, and an income proposal of $21.5 million 
for 2021 and for 2022. 

 Adopted the "Strategy Toward Authentic Diversity in the ELCA," 
which consists of a report and recommendations on how the ELCA ex
hibits authentic diversity and formulates goals for racial diversity and 
inclusion.  
 Witnessed the presentation of the "Declaration of the ELCA to Peo
ple of African Descent," which was accepted by the Rev. Lamont A. 
Wells, president of the African Descent Lutheran Association (ADLA), 
and members of ADLA.   
 Adopted 26 memorials en bloc, ranging in topics from gun violence 
to engagement in the Holy Land and gender identity to seminary tui
tion.   
       Continues on page 18 
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       Continued from Page 17 
 

 Adopted a memorial that affirms the ELCA's long-standing commit
ment to migrants and refugees and declares the ELCA a sanctuary 
church body.   
 Adopted a memorial that calls for the development of a social state
ment and social message on the relationship of church and state.  
 Adopted a memorial to encourage all synods and congregations to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the ELCA's ordination of women 
in 2020, the 40th anniversary of the ordination of women of color in 
the Lutheran tradition and the 10th anniversary of the ELCA's decision 
to remove barriers to ordination for people in same-gender relation
ships.  
 Adopted a memorial to support the vision and goals of the Poor Peo
ple's Campaign that align with the ELCA's social teachings.   
 Adopted a series of amendments to the "Constitutions, Bylaws and 
Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America," 
including one that makes ordination the entrance rite for ministers of 
Word and Service, and an amendment to no longer count deacons as 
laypeople for representational principles.   
 Adopted a resolution that committed the ELCA to support the World 
Council of Church's "Thursdays in Black" campaign toward a world 
without rape and violence.   
 Adopted a resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repent
ance in the ELCA for the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9—the nine people 
who were shot and killed June 17, 2015, during a Bible study at Eman
uel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C.  
 Adopted a resolution to condemn white supremacy, calling all ELCA 
congregations to engage in a "study of the structures and rhetoric that 
empower and fuel racism and white supremacy and to take to heart the 
teaching of Scriptures, so we may all be better equipped to speak bold
ly about the equal dignity of all persons in the eyes of God."  
 Celebrated the end of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for 
the ELCA, which concluded June 30 with nearly $250 million raised in 
cash, multiyear commitments and planned gift commitments. At the 
2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, voting members approved the $198 
million campaign to help sustain and grow ministries of the church.   
Elected members to serve on the ELCA Church Council, churchwide 
committees and churchwide boards, including Portico Benefit Services, 
the Mission Investment Fund and 1517 Media. 
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Community Ministry 

 SUPPORT FOR MCCLERNAND…Thank you for your 
prayers and continued support of the students and families 
of McClernand. As we start the new school year, please 
continue to pray for the staff, children and families for a safe 
and enriched year. You are a blessing! 

 
Crop Walk:  October 6, 2019 

On October 17, 1969, a thousand people in 
Bismarck, ND, walked in what may have been 
the start of the hunger walks related to CROP – 
and raised $25,000 to help stop hunger. As far 
as we know, York County, Penn., was the first 
walk officially called the CROP Walk for the 
Hungry – and that event has been continuous 
since 1970. Several other CROP Hunger Walks occurred soon 
thereafter, and before long there were hundreds of Walks each year 
in communities nationwide. Currently, well over 1,600 communities 
across the U.S. join in more than 800 CROP Hunger Walks each 
year. More than five million CROP Hunger Walkers have participated 
in more than 36,000 CROP Hunger Walks in the last two decades 
alone.   
I am excited to announce the dates for 2019 Springfield/Chatham 
CROP Hunger Walk.  The Walk will be on Sunday,  October 6, 
2019. Check-in is at 1:00 and the Walk begins at 1:30. The Walk 
begins and ends at Third Presbyterian Church, 1030 N 7th St, 
Springfield and passes several of our supported food pantries, 
including the pantry at Grace Lutheran. Our Walks raise money 
when walkers get pledges from friends and  families. Please 
consider joining in on this year’s walk.  To donate, please go online 
and donate with CROP WALK at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
springfieldil Find the GRACE LUTHERAN WALKERS  

 
 

HOSPITAL VISITS...Let us know if you are going 
into the hospital so that Pastor may call on you.  Also 
if you or your family has welcomed a baby to your 
family also let us know so that child can be 
recognized in church with a rose! 
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DOROTHY BAHRE 
BETTY FOWLER 

GLORIA GAGNON 
DELORES KERN 

HELEN MOORE 
GENE RUBLEY 

ELEANOR SAKRIS 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND 

How well do know your hymns?  
 

• Dentist’s Hymn =  Crown Him with Many Crowns 

• Weatherman’s Hymn =  There Shall Be Showers of Blessings 

• Contractor’s Hymn =  The Church’s One Foundation 

• The Tailor’s Hymn =  Holy, Holy, Holy 

• The Golfer’s Hymn =  There’s a Green Hill Far Away 

• The Politician’s Hymn =  Standing on the Promises 

• Optometrist’s Hymn =  Open My Eyes That I Might See 

• The IRS Agent’s Hymn =  I Surrender All 

• The Gossip’s Hymn =  Pass It On 

• The Electrician’s Hymn =  Send the Light 

• The Shopper’s Hymn =  Sweet Bye and Bye 

• The Realtor’s Hymn =  I’ve got a Mansion, Just Over the Hilltop 

• The Massage Therapists Hymn =  He Touched Me 

• The Doctor’s Hymn =  The Great Physician 

AND for those who speed on the highway here are a few more hymns: 

              • ~45mph =  God Will Take Care of You 

              • ~65mph =  Nearer My God To Thee 

              • ~85mph =  This World Is Not My Home 

              • ~95mph =  Lord, I’m Coming Home 

              • ~100mph =  Precious Memories  

Lord, give me a sense of humor,  

Give me the grace to see a joke, 
To get some humor out of life,  

And pass it on to other folk. 
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$250...may be available for a project you 
are working on this year, e.g. Animal 
Protective League, scouts, school supplies, 
Grace Food Pantry, etc. If Thrivent 

approves your application for funds, you will receive a credit card for 
$250 to purchase advertising, supplies, etc.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SEW ‘N SOWERS STUFFED ANIMAL 
PROJECT...We make stuffed animals and donate them to 
Washington Street Mission, Intercity Mission, American Red 
Cross and Contact Ministries. We meet the second Saturday 
of every month from 9:00– noon. You can come as time permits. 
Cutting out and sewing can also be done at home. We are also in 
need of people to deliver the animals. Questions may be referred to 
Charlotte, 546-5573.  

 
 
 
 

 
Lunch Bunch  

Will meet September 15 for lunch immediately following worship. 
All are welcome including your friends and relatives who are not 
members of Grace. Cost is $4. Watch for the menu and the reserva
tion sheet on the white board. 

Servant Opportunities 

 Lead an Adult Forum  

 Serve on Altar Guild at Sunday 8:00am or Saturday 5:00pm 

 Help stuff animals to donate to agencies serving children and 
elderly 

 Collect SCHOOL items for the WELCA project 
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September Birthdays  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GODS BLESSINGS 

Sept 3 Jim Hobbs 
  

Sept 4 Theresa Bonnet 
          Mary Schofield 
 

Sept 5 Dorothy Bahre 
  Joe Gietl 
  Hal Wakefield 
 

Sept 7 Brian George 
  Katie Gonzalez 
  Kylie Nation 
 

Sept 8 Karen Duckworth 
   

Sept 11 Brett Best 
  Sue Bryden 
  Ryan Carnduff 
  Randy Heidorn 
 

Sept 12 Gene Blade 
  Vanessa Ervin 
 

Sept 14 Russel Nation 
 

Sept 16 Curt Benanti 
  Lari Garrison 
Sept 17 Lori Ackman 
 

Sept 18 Amelia Cheek 
 

 

Sept 21 Freddy Drake 
 

Sept 22 Randy Lord 
 

Sept 23 Deb Smith 
 

Sept 24 Don Sakris 
 

Sept 25 Cathy Yokley 
 

Sept 26 Chris Tople 
  Robin Weakly 
 

Sept 28 Andrew McLaughlin 
   
 
   
  

ADDRESS CHANGES...Please fill out the blue attendance card or the form 
below to change your address and return the forms to the church office.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTIFICATION:  

Name_____________________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________________State________________Zip_________ 

 

Phone _________________E-Mail______________________________________ 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE COMMITTEES THEY REPRESENT 

Administration/Finance  Tom Appleton, John Klint, Susan LeMasters 

Christian Education   Diana Weyhenmeyer, Larry Weyhrich  

Community Ministry  Randy Heidorn 

Evangelism    Janet Conrady, Deb Landis 

Fellowship     Mary Schofield 

Long Range Planning   Phil Galloway 

Mutual Ministry      

Parish Life     Deb Landis 

Property    Bob Ellis 

Stewardship   Phil Galloway 

Worship & Music   Janet Conrady, Wanda Williams 

Youth     Lindsey Gietl 
  

REMINDER: Committee chairs and/or secretaries please stop at the work 
room every week so that you can sign off on transactions vouchers.   

Thank you for giving your time.    
  

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

September-May 

Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

June-August 

Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday  9:15 am with fellowship following 

Our church is ACCESSIBLE for wheelchairs  

A nursery area is available at all worship services. 

During the summer we staff nursery Sundays from 9:00—10:30am.  

Please call the church office for any information. 

Mon-Fri 8:30-4:30...522-3965 (voice mail available) 

The Food Pantry operating schedule is: 

Mon, Tues, Thu 11:00-2:30, Wed 11:00-1:00…522-9707 
 

E-mail addresses 

shelksohn@gmail.com—Interim Pastor 

cmjbgeorge@gmail.com–Cantor 

k.gietl15@yahoo.com-Administrative Assistant 
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DATED MATERIAL – USELESS IF DELAYED 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

       
       

www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchIL 
    

      

INTERIM PASTOR 
Pastor O. Wayne Shelksohn                                                                                                                       
     
CANTOR  
JB George  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   
  
 

 PARISH NURSE     
         Diana Weyhenmeyer 
 
 CHURCH CUSTODIAN  
 Aaron VonHolten 
 
 NURSERY 
 Claire Thannen 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

I Corinthians 12:27 

http://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchIL

