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 GRACE LUTHERAN’S MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

As disciples in Christ, we support our faith community, encourage spiritual 
growth in everyone, and serve all creation with Christ-like love. 

 

 We accomplish this by: 

  spreading God's Word 

  building relationships 

  serving the community 

  reaching out to those in need 
For unto us a child is born…. 
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From the Pastor... 
By the time of your reading this, the outdoor Christmas decorations and 
lights at the residence across the highway from Fairbury’s Dairy Queen will 
have been on full display for nearly a month.  I don’t pay it much attention 
anymore, and we all have our own ways of anticipating what Christmas 
brings, but once in a while it is a little much for this pastor who thinks the 
last weekend before Christmas is acceptable – a little early, but acceptable 
– for going out and cutting down an evergreen to bring in to the house to 
decorate (Christmas Eve would even be better).  I like the faith practice of 
waiting until Christmas for Christmas. 
In this pandemic of tossed around lives and schedules, Advent and 
Christmas seasons are going to be different, but just like in the 1966 How 
the Grinch stole Christmas, “It came.  Somehow or other, it came just the 
same.”  So even though it will be different this year, not even Covid-19 can 
stop it from coming. 
November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent, and it is the first Sunday I get 
to be “with” you.  It may be in-person, it may be on screen or in print; 
time and care will tell.  It’s my impression that the appointed Advent and 
Christmas Gospel lessons have about as much order to them as a game of 
52 card pick up.  
Advent and Christmas are sacred spaces within a weary world.  To claim 
rhythm and cohesion – and I pray, a little peace – this year we will take an 
Advent and Christmas journey from the beginning (in order) of one Gospel:  
Luke.  I hope that building on one story helps you to enter the story, to 
claim it once again as yours, for that was Luke’s hope, as it is our Lord’s. 
 

Advent and Christmas worship/gospel themes are… 
Tell you – November 29 
Prepare you – December 6 
Stop you – December 13 
In you – December 20  
To you – December 24 
Count you – December 25 
Fulfill you – December 27 
With you – January 3, 2021 

 

For now, we cannot be together the same as before Covid-19; not the way 
we would choose to begin a new call.  My cell # is 815-848-5884 (you are 
just as welcome to text as call); my email is tomkrieger63@gmail.com   
Please contact me during the times that work best for you; I will get back 
to you (if you contact me on a day off or at night, and it is not an 
emergency, I will get back to you the following day). As I provide faithful 
self-care for my family and myself, I will seek the same healthy balance  
for you.  with Grace,  Pastor Krieger 

 
 



3 

 

  

              From the Home Desk of Cantor JB George… 
Advent Waiting 

My December Grace Notes articles usually include the following themes:  

Here is some of the great, meaningful music we get to sing together 
this Advent. 

Here are events like concerts and special services to mark on your 
calendar. 

Let the quiet peace of Advent calm your busy heart in a frantic 
season. 

On those “normal” years, our hope and expectation might even include 
secretly looking forward to Christmas being done, so we can get a little 
rest. 

This year, we grieve. I grieve that I will not be able to lead a full church 
in singing “Angels, We Have Heard on High.” We grieve for school 
concerts. We grieve for family holiday dinners that will be very different, 
connected only by looking through screens. And we grieve for so many 
who have died, from COVID-19 and otherwise this year, and not even 
being able to have (or at least attend) a funeral.  

That grief has Advent written all over it. A cry for justice: You have cast 
the mighty down from their thrones and uplifted the humble of heart. A 
cry for peace: Come Now, O Prince of Peace, make us one body…
reconcile your people. A song proclaimed in the wilderness of the 
internet, crying out Comfort, Comfort, My People. The song of a 
desperate people—back then as well as now—who can only turn to God 
for their justice, peace, and comfort.  

Yes, we do hope. We have looked forward to Pastor Krieger being here 
to proclaim that word among us, and soon he shall. We look forward to 
hearing from John, Mary, Zechariah, Nicholas, and Lucy, who all 
proclaim that word of hope too, in song and witness. We hope for a 
vaccine. We hope for hugs and handshakes. We hope for singing. 

Even so, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come. And while churches 
are darker and quieter than usual this December, may the 
light of Christ’s justice, peace, comfort, and love shine in 
your hearts and homes brighter than ever before.  

Healer of our every ill, Light of each tomorrow,  
give us peace beyond our fear and hope beyond our 

sorrow.  (©1987 Marty Haugen. OneLicense #A-724651.) 
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    YOUR HEALTH NEWS 

 Parish Nurse...Diana Weyhenmeyer 
 
Are you tired? Tired of the lack of normalcy, the closed public spaces, 
the news that we are trending in the wrong direction with this 
pandemic?  COVID fatigue is real.  President Donald Trump said in a 
recent campaign call: "People are tired of COVID. Yep, there's gonna 
be spikes, there's gonna be no spikes, there's gonna be vaccines—
with or without vaccines, people are tired of COVID."  New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo hammered the point home at one of his daily press 
briefings last month: "COVID fatigue is, we've been doing this a long 
time, I thought it was a short-term situation, it's going on and on 
and on and I'm getting tired of it, and I'm tired of wearing a mask, 
and I'm tired of putting my life on hold. 
(Both quotes come from an article on 
the internet on ABC news.) 
 The pandemic has stretched on for 
eight months  now.  We have stayed at 
home in the start of things.  We have 
been isolated from each other.  I am a 
hugger and enjoy giving and receiving 
hugs.  This has been a hard thing for 
me not to do is to give a hug. There are 
effects from prolonged social distancing 
measures.  Isolation and boredom can lead to increased drinking and 
depression.  Insomnia can result as the stress of stay at home orders 
continue.  COVID-19 fatigue is a real thing, and it’s affecting billions 
of people around the world.  According to Andrew Cuomo "COVID 
fatigue can lead to less discipline, less compliance.  Bad time for that 
to happen when the virus is increasing." 
 Law enforcement and observation of health protocols are just 
one part of COVID fatigue; the mental health toll is another. 
Prolonged grief and major depressive disorder, as well as symptoms 
of post-traumatic stress disorder, are a concern, medical 
professionals recently noted in JAMA. 
 I've always been one to be proactive rather than reactive.  
"We're gonna get through this! That's the first message of any 
disaster. It doesn't mean we're not going to be unchanged, but we 
will get through it."  
  

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2771763
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This information comes from John Hopkins website:  A decision-
making framework can help us pace ourselves for this next phase in 
the pandemic marathon. There are a few core elements to consider 
as you plan for the holidays and gatherings ahead: 

Outdoors is still better than indoors. This may involve being 
creative in the winter months, layering up in warm gear, and 
setting up yards and outdoor spaces such as parks in new 
ways. 

If you have to be indoors, consider air flow. Ventilation and 
air circulation are your friends. Open windows, increase circu-
lation, and keep room density as low as possible with fewer 
people in one space. 

Mask up. Wear masks whenever you are around people outside 
of your immediate pod or household—at all times inside and 
outside when it's not possible to be six feet or more away from 
others. 

Wash your hands. Hand hygiene remains a critical way to help 
stem the spread. 

Think carefully about travel. Travel brings its own particular 
considerations. Some states have implemented mandatory 
quarantines that could impose travel restrictions or fines for 
out-of-state travel or visitors. If you are exposed at an out-of-
state gathering, you may have to unexpectedly extend your 
stay in that area for 14 days. Traveling out of state may also 
mean quarantine requirements from your work or child's 
school when you return home, particularly if you traveled to an 
area with high levels of community transmission. If you be-
come ill shortly after you arrive at your destination, you may 
have to seek medical care in an area away from home. 

 

I have included a few tips on stress management such as doing 
things to "ground yourself," whether that's cooking or yoga or an  
activity that brings you JOY, and find ways to safely focus on them. 
 Taking care of your body is also key, from staying physically 
active to eating well.  This is something we are in control of to some 
degree. 
 Recognizing what you're feeling and asking for help when you 
need it is also important. Asking for mental health help is a sign of 
strength and not weakness. 
 

  Stay safe everyone and Merry Christmas,  Diana 
 
 

https://www.jhsph.edu/covid-19/articles/how-indoor-ventilation-systems-can-help-prevent-or-permit-the-spread-of-covid-19.html
https://www.jhsph.edu/covid-19/articles/how-indoor-ventilation-systems-can-help-prevent-or-permit-the-spread-of-covid-19.html
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Join us  weekly  for  worsh ip onl ine:  

FACEBOOK,  YOUTUBE,  or  by EMAIL  
You can go to either our website at www.gracelutheran-springfield.org  
on Facebook to Historic Grace Lutheran Church or to our YouTube Channel: 
Grace Lutheran Church Springfield IL and you will be taken to a link that will 

allow you to view the video of the weekend services. 
 

 
WELCOME PASTOR KRIEGER IN PERSON 
DECEMBER 6th... we will have parking lot drive 
through Communion from 9:30 — 11:00am.             
As we welcome and begin to build a relationship with the 

Krieger family, especially in these unique times, please bring with you a 
note of welcome, writing out personal cards.  Maybe a thought starter, 
“Grace is special to me because....”or if you have children a drawing would 
be lovely.   We will collect those and other cards that morning.  
On that Sunday we will begin SUNDAY SCHOOL at 11:30am so that many 
can join us for this! 

  
ADVENT IS ON THE WAY! 

The Advent Season is just around the corner.   

The Gospel of Luke is the focus for this season.  
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS 
Grace will offer opportunities to celebrate Christmas 

with various worship experiences. 
 

 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 
In an effort to keep everyone safe from COVID, Grace will not be 
ringing the bell for Salvation Army this year.  After the plans were 
made and some people had volunteered to work a shift, the positivity 
rate went up causing us to question the safety of ringing. A big thank 
you goes to those who had so generously volunteered.  Salvation   
Army does a lot of good and important work taking care of those in 
need, so in place of our ringing, please consider giving or sending 
them a donation.  Thank you.  Judy Wollet 

http://www.gracelutheran-springfield.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGjtMhzSgWUhHvokkQJdZhQ
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VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CARD  
We want to have something special this 
Christmas that involves all families at Grace. 
So we are making a virtual Christmas card.  
Videos can be a message of well wishes/ Merry 
Christmas/ we miss everyone and can’t wait to 
be back together again soon, etc. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 Everyone needs to submit their videos by November 30th 

 Videos can be done via any smart phone/tablet 

 Each video should be under 30 seconds 

 Families can either do them all together or video each kid 
separately – whatever they prefer.  

 Do not have any music in the background while doing your video 

 You can hold up signs, you can sing short song, you can just wish  
everyone a Merry Christmas. 

 We want to have as many families as possible participate. Thank you 
for taking the extra time to do this. If anyone has trouble being able 
to email/text a video due to file size…contact Kari Downey and she can 
see if she can help. Her number is 217.638.3567 her email for the 
videos is  kdowney@hprmarketing.com. We thank Kari for her 
leadership with this project. Get creative and have fun!  We want you 
know just how important you are to our Grace family.  

 
 

PRAYERS OF GRACE MINISTRY 
 

“Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.”  

Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

There are a couple of ways to request prayers from the email 
Prayer Chain 

 1. Call the church office 522-3965. 

 2. Email Sara Oehlert soehlert@aol.com  
 

If you want to join the email Prayer Chain just let 
Sara know and you will be added to the list.  

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
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 Reverse Advent calendar of giving 
Each day add an item to a box-on Christmas 
Eve donate the contents to the Food Pantry 
or choose a Micro pantry in our area.  This is 
a great thing you can do from home as we 

continue to live safely. You can even incorporate the elf if your home 
has one.  There are just common items that are used weekly at the 
Food pantry and for Holiday baskets.  If these items cannot be found 
you can substitute as necessary.  All are welcome! 

1-Box of cereal 

2- Peanut butter 

3-Stuffing mix 

4-Boxed potatoes 

5– Macaroni and cheese 

6– Canned fruit 

7-Canned tomatoes 

8-Canned tuna 

9-Cake mix 

10-Jar of applesauce 

11-Cake icing 

12-Cranberry sauce 

13-Canned chili beans 

14-Box of saltine crackers  

15-Package of plain rice 

16-Package of Ramen 

17-Package of spaghetti 

18-Spaghetti sauce 

19-Chicken noodle soup 

20-Tomato soup 

21-Canned corn 

22-Canned mixed vegetables 

23-Canned green beans 

24-Package of socks 

Merry Christmas!! 

Have you been mugged lately?   

Our church has new mugs with a special stained glass 
picture and they are on sale now for $5.00.  If you 
would like for gifts or just for yourself to show your 

“spirit” just speak to Kim in the office 522-3965 

or email k.gietl15@yahoo.com  
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Thanksgiving Basket Blessings 

Thank you to those who gave both in honor of loved 
ones and those who are caring for our community.  

Joyce Abrams—In remembrance of Bob Abrams 

Lorraine Bivin—In remembrance of Robert Bivin 

Curt & Valerie Benanti— In remembrance of Clara, 
John, and Carolyn Benanti, Betty and George 

Clough, Edna Nation and Adysen Lowery 

Gene & Marilyn Blade—In remembrance of loved ones 

Annie & Bob Ellis—  In remembrance of Tom Wilhelm 

Sally & Tom Erickson— for family members of the Bryden, White  

and Erickson families. 

Ann Evans—In remembrance of Larry Evans 

Laurie Farrell—In remembrance of loved ones 

Lee Gaeding— In remembrance of Jean Fee 

Gloria Gagnon—In remembrance of Les Gagnon 

Anna Mae Handshy—In remembrance of Marshall Handshy, Jim Henry 
and John Burris 

Corrine Kircher—In remembrance of Frank Kircher, Helen and Ray Howell 

Eunie Krone—In remembrance of Clarence Krone 

Cathy & Bruce Loyd—In remembrance of Joe and Betty McCue,                 
Margy and Harold Loyd 

Brenda Poston— For loved ones 

Wilbert Rehwald—In remembrance of Barbara Rehwald 

John & Debbie Rigg—For parents John and Emma Rigg, Ken and                
Carole Lyng 

Chris & Mary Schofield—In remembrance of Janice Ringling and                
Sylvia Crawford 

Betty Webb—In remembrance of Bea Schnirring 

Chuck & Diana Weyhenmeyer—In remembrance of family and friends 

Ed & Judy Wollet—All our loved ones 
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A word from Stephen Ministry:  
Holi-days, Holy Days 
 

God walks among us in Jesus, because God loves 
us and calls us to renewed relationship. That is 
the central message of Advent and Christmas. 
Celebrating that message may look different as 
we end 2020 amid pandemic and economic con-
cerns. There are many relationship stressors that 
go with the decisions that need to be made, and 

many emotions: grief, frustration, anger, resignation, withdrawal, 
loneliness. Honestly acknowledging our changes and our feelings is 
essential. When we do that, there is also opportunity for creativity, 
hope, renewed relationships, and loving, caring choices. Some days, it 
is hard to stay informed and make our voices heard. It can be just as 
hard, and require intentional effort, to also choose activities and re-
sources that keep us strong spiritually and emotionally. 
 

Stephen Ministry is here for you if you need a safe place to work 
through it all. Confidentiality is an essential in our work. We won’t 
rush you to “don’t worry, be happy.” We will walk beside you as you 
explore what is inside you, where your faith is challenged and where it 
is authentically supportive. To walk with each other is holy ground 
every day.  Advent and Christmas recall us to that holy ground as Je-
sus comes to walk beside us.  
 

Let us know if we can help you. Your Stephen Ministry team: Cindy 
Anderson, Jim Hobbs, Susan LeMasters, Sara Oehlert, Lindsay 
Clemons, Charlotte Blumle, Jan Conrady. 
 

 
 
 

 

HOSPITAL VISITS...Let us know if you are going into the hospital so 
that Pastor or the Parish Nurse may call on you. Also if you or your 
family has welcomed a baby to your family also let us know so that 
child can be recognized in church with a rose! 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND 

DIXIE ALVIES 
DOROTHY BAHRE 
GLORIA GAGNON 

DELORES KERN 
HELEN MOORE 

ELEANOR SAKRIS 
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Please note there will not be Sunday School or 
Confirmation on December 27. 

 

Join us each week via ZOOM at 10:30 am!! 
We will have music and opening time with Mr. 
George.  Pre-K to 2nd grade are taught by Kari 
Downey and 3-6th grades are taught by Mary 

Plymire.  We thank them for giving of their time 
and talents.  All are welcome! 

On Sunday December 6th we will begin 
SUNDAY SCHOOL at 11:30am so that many can 
join us for drive-through communion welcoming  

                               Pastor Krieger! 
  

  CONFIRMATION CLASS 
 

Confirmation classes continue each week on ZOOM Sunday at 
5:00 pm.  We thank Pat Caley for her leadership with the 
confirmands.  

 
BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY  

Brown Bag Bible Study will continue by ZOOM – Thursdays 
at 12:10 pm.  Please join us as we continue studying God’s 
word.  Please speak to Wanda Williams if you would like to be 
included.  All are welcome! 

 
Due to limited responses and difficulty setting a time for ADULT 
FORUM, we have decided to wait until after the holidays to try to set a 
convenient time for those who are interested. 
 
 

 
 

 

Servant Opportunities 

 Help fund Christmas baskets. 

 Consider a Reverse Advent Calendar. 

 Give gloves, scarves or hats.  

 Be included in the virtual Christmas Card 



12 

 

FOOD PANTRY REPORT  
Helen Appleton 

As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Grace Lutheran Church 
Food Pantry is to feed the hungry.  

 

FOOD PANTRY will be open December 21,22  
then close December 23 and reopen January 4, 2021. 

Food Pantry cleaning will be December 29th.  
 
In October of 2020, we served 490 families composed of 1184 
individuals compared to 730 families composed of 1479 individuals in 
2019.  The number of individuals served in November last year was the 
highest of any month for 2019.  While our numbers this month were 
lower than 2019, the last two months have been more than double 
what they were in May.   
 
We had a beginning balance of $72,644.91 in our account.  There were 
$5,986.00 in deposits and $11,770.78 in expenditures for an ending 
balance of $66,860.13.  The Food Pantry has spent funds on the food 
baskets and will be reimbursed. Although it is not a Food Pantry 
function and is sponsored by Grace and Peace churches, several Pantry 
volunteers will help with the packing and delivery of Thanksgiving Food 
Baskets for four local schools, as well as additional families in need 
identified by Grace, St. John's, and Peace.   
 
St. John’s Church and Our Savior’s School are again having 
Thanksgiving food drives.  They will finish delivering 
their donations before Thanksgiving, but after Grace 
Notes has gone to press. 
 
Our volunteers have been coping with the colder 
weather and are confident that they will be able to 
continue to bring the bags of food outside to the clients throughout the 
winter.  We are avoiding having clients enter the stairwell to the 
basement of the church because of the pandemic.  Our volunteers are 
doing more carrying of bags, up and down stairs, and are proving to be 
hardy and loyal!  Thank you to our volunteers! 
 
We are blessed to be able to provide for our clients because of the 
generosity of so many people!  Thank you and Merry Christmas! 
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Holiday Food Baskets have been a long tradition 
of  Grace Lutheran Church. We partner with other 
Lutheran churches and schools in the area to provide 
food to help make the holidays a bit better for families 
in need. Baskets are provided before Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and Easter. It is time once again to look 

toward funding and implementing the holiday basket program. Though 
funded separately from Grace Food Pantry by Grace, Peace Lutheran 
and St Johns Lutheran, we use obtain the food through the pantry and 
reimburse it for the costs.  We have distributed baskets for 
Thanksgiving. Please consider donating to the Holiday Baskets, which 
cost about $50 per basket. Grace pays for 60 baskets per holiday. That 
is $3,000 for each of Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter. Your help is 
appreciated.  Each family receives a tote with about $50 worth of 
groceries and personal items, including a ham, milk, bread, eggs, 
potatoes, apples, numerous non-perishable cans and boxes of food, 
and a bag of toiletries. You can support this ministry by donating cash 
(earmarked for Holiday Food Baskets) and/or the nonperishable foods 
listed below: 
 

Non-perishable Needs for Holiday Food Baskets:  
* Cans of green beans, corn, peaches, pears, pork and beans, ravioli, 

and pasta sauce 

* Boxes of spaghetti, macaroni and cheese, saltine crackers, and cereal 

* Jars of peanut butter, jars of jelly (plastic, not glass, please) 

Each basket costs $45-50 to fill.  If you would like to sponsor a basket, 
or half a basket, to honor someone, or remember someone who is no 
longer on their earthly journey, please fill out the form below, tear or 

cut it out and mail it to Grace.   
We will print your name and the name(s) of those you honor  

or remember in the January Grace Notes.  
Thank you for helping this special ministry. Your gift will be recorded  

on your giving statement. 

Your Name:_____________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ 

Person(s) Name(s) to honor or remember:_____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Amount of gift:_________ 
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Community Ministry Committee 
Announcements~  
Our annual, Hats, Scarves and Gloves Christmas Tree 
project will take on a little different look this year at Grace. 
We will not be putting up the trees in the fellowship area as 
we have in the past. Instead we will have a basket in the 

narthex where you can leave your donation when you attend church. You 
may also bring your donations to the church during the week, when Kim is 
working. Ring the bell and Kim will come to the door and get your  
donation. If you package is small, it may even fit through the mail slot.     
If you are unable to bring your donation to church, then please call one of 
the following committee members and they will gladly drive to your home 
and pick up your donation: 
Judy Wollet   620-8467     Robin Mahnken  793-8311 
Debbie Rigg    553-3323   Jean Scherer  725-0301 
Diana Weyhenmeyer  361-6345  
For the past two years we have suggested that no mittens be donated to 
the cause. It seems as if the students prefer gloves. We have usually 
donated all of the items to McClernand Elementary and Franklin Middle 
schools. If (due to Covid 19 restrictions) those schools are still on remote 
learning this winter, the hats, scarves and gloves will be handed out as 
parents come to the food pantry this winter. We will be accepting 
donations through Sunday, January 3, 2021. 
We appreciate your continued support of our annual Hats, Scarves and 
Gloves Christmas Tree project at Grace. Each year we are amazed at 
how many items are donated…all meant to help keep kids warm and cozy 
during the winter months. Despite these changes, we really believe we can 
work together to make this year a successful one, too! Thank you! 

St. John’s Breadline… Community Ministry also voted to donate 
$200 to St. John’s Breadline at our meeting on November 11, 2020.  Due 
to Covid-19, this will be their first breadless Breadline Sunday out of 35 
years and they are asking for everyone’s support.  Last year Grace had 
several noisy offerings to raise money to support this cause, but 2020 is 
not a normal year.  The Breadline serves 300 men, women and children a 
day and they are providing “to go meal” to minimize contact.  The largest 
population they serve are seniors and the disabled and most 
are on a fixed income.  Gifts can be made by visiting 
cc.dio.org or sending a check to 430 N. Fifth St. Springfield, 
IL 62702.  There is a short video about St. John’s Breadline 
and how they impact the community on the website 
cc.dio.org for more information.  Thanks for your generosity! 
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THANK YOU 

 We wish to give a heartfelt thank you to Deacon Pat   
Caley for her leadership in worship during the past few 
months as well as her flexibility.  She was gracious 
enough to endure winds and cool days during outdoor 
worship and communion and was ever gracious as we 
worked our way through online and in person worship.  
We thank her for her messages of God’s love and grace 
each week.  We also thank her for working with our  
Confirmation class each week and the trials of ZOOM.  
Thank you, Pat for your dedication and ministry with 
Grace.  God has blessed us by you.  

 To Doug McFarlan for is leadership with the Food Pantry 
and those who continue to volunteer in the Food Pantry 
each week. 

 To Dick Smith for vacuuming all the leaves around the 
Food pantry and office side of the building and window 
wells. 

 To those extra helpers for the Holiday Food Baskets.  

 To St. John’s Lutheran Church and Our Savior’s School  
for their donation of food and the youth who delivered it.  

 For John Klint, council and safe opening committee for 
their wisdom as we navigate this pandemic.  

 For Freddy Drake as he is here each week to help where 
needed.  

 Thank you so much for the beautiful red flowers from 
Betty Webb and Grace on October 25, 2020.  Randy and 
I enjoyed the flowers and are happy to help as needed 
with Grace’s Church services on YouTube.  It was nice to 
see everyone in person for a brief time and                                    
hopefully if we all are careful, we will be                                
back again soon. 

 To those who gave towards the dinner                               
for the Krieger’s 
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ALL WOMEN:  Please note the following schedule of things  
happening in December: 

 

TWISTED STITCHERS  The Twisted Stitchers meet via ZOOM 
December 1st at 7:00 pm. Roberta Volkmann is hosting.  
 

Ruth Circle Zoom on December 15 at 6:30 pm. 
  

 

$10 cookbooks!...We're hopeful you will consider them for 

Christmas gifts for neighbors, beauticians, teachers, birthday 

gifts, thank you gifts, etc. 
 

The Springfield Coalition on Dismantling Racism 
(SCoDR) formed in 2011 as a Regional Organizing 
partner of Crossroads AROT to assist organizations in 
Springfield, IL develop policies and practices that 
promote racial justice and racial equity and to envision 
a pathway for the Greater Springfield community to 
dismantle institutional racism. SCODR emerged from 

community partnerships catalyzed by the racial justice commitments of the 
Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL and through community-wide 
workshops their Antiracism Team sponsored and hosted beginning in 
2004.   SCoDR sponsors several training events in Springfield each year, 
and organizes with institutions throughout the greater Springfield region to 
bring about antiracist transformation. The Coalition Partners include the 
Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce, healthcare institutions, 
education, and other major employers.  You can go to the website and 
choose from many different workshops.  https://crossroadsantiracism.org/
springfield/ 
 

 

BUTTERBRAIDS, COOKIES & PIZZAS FOR SALE 
2 CHERRY, 4 CREAM CHEESE, 1 STRAWBERRY CREAM CHEESE, 1 APPLE,  
1 RASPBERRY, 2 TRIPLE CHOCOLATE COOKIE, 2 SUPREME PIZZA.  
SEVERAL PEOPLE HAVE PURCHASED THEM FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS.             
CALL CHARLOTTE  546-5573. 

COORDINATOR NEEDED...AFTER MAKING A NUMBER OF MISTAKES ON 
OUR RECENT BUTTERBRAID SALE IT IS APPARENT MY DECLINING EYE 
SIGHT DOES NOT ALLOW ME TO CONTINUE THIS MINISTRY. PLEASE CALL 
ME IF YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN COORDINATING THIS WONDERFUL 
MINISTRY. ALL THE PROFIT GOES TO LOCAL SERVICE AGENCIES. 
CHARLOTTE 546-5573. 

https://crossroadsantiracism.org/springfield/
https://crossroadsantiracism.org/springfield/
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS             

The November Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 24 
at 6:30 pm. 

FINANCIAL/ATTENDANCE REPORT 
 October 2020      October  2019 

        Income: $16,538            Income: $22,500 
Expense: $42,725             Expense: $31,043 

    DEFICIT: ($26,188)                            DEFICIT ($8,376) 
 

YTD 2020       YTD 2019 
Income: $278,241      Income: $269,240 
Expense: $263,842            Expense: $270,210 

      SURPLUS: $14,379                     DEFICIT: ($23,470) 
 

 
Attendance records Online and In Person 

        
In person Sanctuary Oct 18   49 Facebook  59   YouTube 21       
 

In person Sanctuary Oct 25   47 Facebook 108    YouTube 53 
 

In person Sanctuary Nov 1    26 Facebook 102    YouTube 60 
 

In person Sanctuary Nov 8    23   Facebook 70    YouTube 33 
 

Online Nov 15 Facebook 55 YouTube 49 
 

Online Nov 22 Facebook  unknown YouTube   72 
 

 
STEWARDSHIP—GIFTS FROM GOD 

Our congregation is comprised of many individual pieces to form one 
church in fellowship with God. We are able to do this through stewardship 
and spiritual gifts. Some of us may be gifted in praying for others, helping 
with worship, caring for our building and grounds or in Christian 
education.  Stewardship is defined by care for and/or management of. 
Being a steward can mean many things in our congregation and is directly 
related to how we use our spiritual gifts. Please listen to your heart and 
see if God is calling you to help in any way in our church.  At the end of 
November, Covenant Cards and Time and Talents sheets were sent to the 
homes of all members.  While it is much abbreviated as we do not know 
what this year will bring, please take time to prayerfully consider what your 
support of Grace Lutheran Church will be in 2021. Please mail in covenant 
cards and Time and Talent sheets.  The weekend of December 12 & 13 we 
will have a special prayer of blessing. 
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 December Birthdays  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and  
 GOD’S BLESSINGS TO YOU!  

December 1 Gary Sandage 
   Jack Wheaton 
 

December 2 Scott Mahnken 
 

December 5 Ann Evans 
    

December 7 John Kennedy 
 

December 8 Olivia Darling 
 

December 9 Glenda Bowles 
 

December 10 Julie Fugate 
   Otto Von Holten 
 

December 13 Barbara Hedden 
   Joann Howe 
 

December 14 Sara Oehlert 
   Jessica Thannen 
   Sharon Turner 
 

December 15 John Klit 
   Ilse Nunn 
 

December 17 Katie Christell 
   David Farrell 
   Dan Hoselton 
 

December 19 Chuck Rehwald 
 

December 20 Helen Appleton 
   Claire Thannen 
 

December 22 Frank Beckman 
 

December 23 Claudia Cross 
 

December 24 Joey Klint 
 

December 25 Kendal Hoselton 
 

December 26 Gabriella Behl 
   Monica Dishon 
   

December 27 Dixie Alvies 
   Bob Ruff 
 

December 29 Debbie Landis 
   Wanda Williams 
 

December 30 Della Thomas 
 

December 31 Mackenzie  
   Schlicht  
 
 

If you miss seeing someone from church...  
call them and tell them we miss them.  At this time  

of isolation and safe distance keeping we need to connect 
more than ever.  Call or write a note to someone this  

Christmas season.   
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COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE COMMITTEES THEY REPRESENT 

Administration/Finance    Tom Appleton, John Klint (VP),  

  Susan LeMasters (Treasurer) 

Christian Education   Jessica Thannen, Amy Monahan 

Community Ministry  Randy Heidorn, Diana Weyhenmeyer 

Evangelism    Janet Conrady, Deb Landis, Amy Monahan 

Fellowship    Mary Schofield, Wanda Williams 

Long Range Planning  Gene Blade, Phil Galloway 

Parish Life     Deb Landis 

Property    Gene Blade 

Stewardship   Phil Galloway 

Worship & Music   Tom Appleton, Wanda Williams 

Youth     Claire Thannen 

Stephen Ministry  Jan Conrady 

 

In Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 8:00 am—4:00 pm 

Monday by remote 

Please call the church office for any information. Phone (217) 522-3965  
 

Grace Food Pantry current operating schedule is: 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 11:00 am-1:30 pm 

Food Pantry Phone (217) 522-9707 

 

IN PERSON WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday 9:15 am (when safe) 

Call the office for reservations 

Drive Through Communion– First weekend of the month 

Our church is ACCESSIBLE for wheelchairs.  
 

E-mail addresses 

tomkrieger63@gmail.com-Pastor 

cmjbgeorge@gmail.com–Cantor 

k.gietl15@yahoo.com-Administrative Assistant 

weyhen@att.net-Parish Nurse 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Join us for worship online 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

                   

             Rev. Tom Krieger           JB George         
             Diana Weyhenmeyer           

          Aaron Von Holten                           Kim Gietl  

gracelutheran-springfield.org 

Merry Christmas and a blessed, safe  
New Year from the Staff of Grace! 


