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 President’s Report March 2021 
 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 

I am filled with hope as our days are growing longer and it is warming up so we can 

enjoy nature more fully.    The vaccines are becoming more available and my husband 

and I have received our first shot.  Like so many, we were eager to receive our vaccines 

so we can see our family members and friends and feel safe.  We have not seen our 

younger son since Christmas 2019, as he lives in the Los Angeles area and it requires 

several plane trips and airports to reach him.  What a joy that will be to see and hug our 

family members again!   
 

The Gather magazine issues, for Jan/Feb and now March, have been focusing on 

“Journeys with Angels”.  I feel like one of our congregation members was an angel, 

telling us that a pharmacy in town was giving out their leftover vaccines and if I could be 

there in 30 minutes, then I could get the shot.  We raced there when we got the call and 

everything went smoothly. I feel we have angels guiding us during our daily lives. They 

are sometimes friends, family and strangers that show us mercy and kindness.   
 

This Lenten season there are many devotionals we can use. I like the Gather magazine’s 

devotional called “An outward-facing Lent”.  This devotional reminds us that we are not 

alone in our Christian journey and we are connected to others by the Holy Spirit in many 

ways.  It uses Martin Luther’s theme of vocations that we all are called to different 

vocations to serve God.  Each day shares a different vocation and short prayer. 
 

During this pandemic, my husband and I and others from our church have joined the 

United Way Equity Challenge to learn more about ourselves, what white privilege is 

about, and how we can help with anti-racism.  PBS had several shows during Black 

History Month that were interesting such as “The Long Song” set in the days of slavery 

in Jamaica, “The Black Church:  This Is Our Story, This is Our Song”, and a show on 

traveling in America using the “green book” for African-Americans.  Some members of 

our church watched “Beyond Diversity: How to Cultivate an Anti-Racist Organization” 

and met with several members of Springfield Coalition on Dismantling Racism to discuss 

the information.   
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We are hopeful for continued learning, grace and activism to be anti-racist and more 

inclusive.  I hope we can all continue to do what God expects of us:  Micah 6:8. “To do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God”.  Thank you Women of 

the ELCA for your bold service to the Lord and to others! 
 

From your Central/Southern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA Board members have a 

blessed Easter! 
 

Your sister in Christ, 

Jean Scherer 

President Central/Southern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA 

 

“Pivot, Don’t Panic”  
Bev Gross, Northern Conference Representative 

 
      Churchwide WELCA recently offered Zoom leadership training, with 250 women 

across the country, entitled “Pivot Don’t Panic”.  Throughout these meetings, we broke 

out into small groups of women to discuss ways to “pivot” and grow. We looked at Thank 

offering, our service and developing new ways to involve women as well as educating 

women on the use of Zoom . The Reverend Wyvetta Bullock presented a Bible study on 

how women in the Bible had to pivot, not panic. Bishop Elizabeth Eaton also spoke with 

us.  We had reports from Churchwide WELCA staff and executive director Linda 

Bushkofsky.  Five of the Board members of Central/Southern Illinois Synod were able to 

participate. You can go to the website womenoftheelca.org Pivot, Don’t Panic for videos 

and resources offered at the event.       Churchwide staff recently went from 10 full time 

employees to 2 full time and 8 part time staff.   If the financial climate does not change by 

September, we may be looking at further staff reductions.  We need to prayerfully support 

our ministry, continue to praise our good and gracious God as we develop and grow. 

We are not in the same boat, we're in the same storm. Some have yachts, some canoes, 

and some are drowning. 

Just be kind and help whomever you can. 
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C/SIS Women of the ELCA 

May 2021 Virtual Meeting? 

Would you like to have a virtual Zoom meeting in May for our synod?  We could have a 

short devotion, short reports from your board officers, a presentation for 30 minutes and 

then 30 minutes for fellowship.  I would like to keep this to about 1 and ½ hours long.  

We could ask for speakers from churchwide WELCA to present on racial justice, 

immigration or the state of churchwide WELCA or a Gather Bible study. Please email me 

at j.d.scherer2@gmail.com if you would like to do this and what type of presentation you 

would like.  If you are able to assist with the Zoom or have a presentation you would like 

to do, please let me know, also. Some churches have done the Zoom meeting at their 

church so several women can get together to participate.  We are Bold women and with 

grace, can handle this! 

 

Women of the ELCA  

Central/Southern Illinois Synod Biennial Convention 

Coming October 22-23, 2021 

Save the date for our convention that will be held at Toddhall Retreat Center in 

Columbia.  The facilities are in a peaceful setting on 45 acres.  Meals will be provided for 

dinner on Friday night and breakfast and lunch on Saturday.  More information to come 

in our next newsletter in June or July.  We will be voting for all officers and a nomination 

form will be coming soon, also.  We will also be voting for our next triennial voting 

members.  Sadly, due to the pandemic, our Eleventh Triennial Gathering that was 

postponed from 2020 to 2021 was cancelled again this year for safety reasons.  Our 

Triennial Convention for 2021 will be virtual and visitors will be allowed by Zoom.  Our 

Twelfth Triennial Convention and Gathering will be held in Phoenix in 2023.  We are 

planning on being in person for our retreat at Toddhall this October and maybe we will be 

able to hug each other by then!  Miracles can happen! 

 

 

Eleventh Triennial Convention and Gathering Information 

On December 23, 2020, the Women of the ELCA’s executive board decided how and 

when to hold the organization’s Eleventh Triennial Convention and Gathering.  

Due to the pandemic, it was decided that in person meetings would be unsafe in 2021 and 

the executive board approved three recommendations:   

The Eleventh Triennial Convention be held virtually on August 3-5, 2021.  Voting 

members from the 2017 Convention will need to amend the constitution first to allow for 

virtual meetings.   

mailto:j.d.scherer2@gmail.com
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The Just Love Gathering scheduled for August 5-8, 2021, be postponed and registration 

refunds offered.  Staff will try to find other ways to build community virtually in 2021 

and 2022. 

The Twelfth Triennial Convention and Gathering be held in Phoenix, Arizona, during the 

week of September 18, 2023 

If you registered for the 2021 Gathering, you should have received an email on March 4
th

 

giving you four options.   

1.  You can choose to have the churchwide organization continue to hold your 

registration fee and no action is required for this.  If you purchased a registration at 

a discount in 2017, you should select this option.  

2.  You can transfer your registration to a friend. 

3. You can donate your registration fee and any purchases to churchwide Women of 

the ELCA to “where needed most”. 

4. You can request a refund, less a $20.00 processing fee for fixed costs.  The 

deadline to request a refund is April 30, 2021.   

To make one of these three actions, email info@frameworkmeetings.com or leave a 

voice message at 208-502-1150.  Hotel registrations at the Sheraton or Hyatt have 

cancelled all room registrations for 2021 and will be refunding deposits.   

We are still mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ by planning 

on other ways we can connect.  Please visit welca.org for resources and Bold 

Connections, our monthly e-newsletter for updates! 

 

 

News from the Treasurer  
We have $4,146.10 in our bank account at the end of our fiscal year January 31, 2001.  A 

copy of the February 1, 2020 – January 31, 2001 Treasurer’s Report is included in this 

newsletter.    

 

Along with all the other Synods 50% of our offerings are sent to Churchwide for their 

use.  Unfortunately, with so many folks meeting virtually and the pandemic situation 

giving is down everywhere.  Churchwide has been hit hard.  The 10-person full time staff 

was reduced as of Feb 1, 2021 to 2 full time and 8 part time employees.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@frameworkmeetings.com
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I invite you to consider additional ways to donate. 

Thank offerings can be given any time of the year and three different ways. 

1.  Make out your check to Women of the ELCA and write “Thank offering” on 

the memo line.   

 Then mail it to: 

 Women of the ELCA 

 c/o ELCA Gift Processing 

 P O Box 1809 

 Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

 

2. C 800-638-3522 or 773-380-2700 and press zero.  The operator is authorized to 

charge your Thank offering to your credit card. 

3. Online giving is also an option.  Make your Thank offering with a credit card at 

welca.org/give.  Simply choose the amount of your gift and click “Thank offering” in the 

dropdown list.  After you’ve filled in all your information, scroll down to the bottom and 

click “I’m not a robot” before clicking “Donate now.” 

Faithful Friends   is an easy way for you to support Women of the ELCA – 

automatically!  You will find all the information you need at women.elca@elca.org and 

search for “Faithful Friends”.   

 

When you sign up for Faithful Friends you choose the amount to be automatically 

charged to your credit card or automatically withdrawn from your checking account. 

Faithful Friends supports the Women of the ELCA general fund, which makes it possible 

for your churchwide organization to act quickly and flexibly in response to any need that 

may arise. 

 

If you have trouble with either of these ways to support Churchwide, please contact me 

and I can help you through the process.   

As always, if you have any questions/comments please contact me 

pmadlinger@gmail.com or 618-964-969. 

 

Be Still and Know That I AM, Psalm 46:10 

Penny Madlinger, Treasurer 

124 N 5
th

 Street Dupo, IL 62236  pmadlinger@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:women.elca@elca.org
mailto:pmadlinger@gmail.com
mailto:pmadlinger@gmail.com
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Balance from 1-15-2020 Treasurers Report 

 

  
 $ 

2,748.81  

 
    

 
   

Incom

e    

 

   

4-

Feb  
First English, Peoria 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $    600.00  
  

20-

Feb 
  Penny Madlinger 

 
Open new account 

 

 $ 1,000.00  
  

24-

Feb 
  Holy Cross, Decatur 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $    150.00  
  

 

  
Ladies Aid of Trinity, 

Litchfield  
Regular offering 

 

 $       60.00  
  

 

  
St. Peter Evangelica, 

Glasford  
Regular offering 

 

 $    242.50  
  

4-

Mar  

CK 633 to be voided + 

reissued  
Council of Presidents 

 

 $    500.00  
  

18-

Mar  
Our Redeemer, Marion 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $    100.00  
  

 
 

St. James, Vandalia 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       25.00  
  

 

 

Christ Community, 

Columbia  
Regular offering 

 

 $       60.00  
  

 
 

Trinity Lutheran, Canton 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       62.50  
  

27-

Apr  
Bethel Lutheran, Danville 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $       50.00  
  

 
 

St. Johns Lutheran, Sibley 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       60.00  
  

 

 

Wartburg Parish, 

Steeleville  
Regular offering 

 

 $       11.25  
  

26-

May  

Women of Grace & Peace, 

Peoria 
Regular offering 

 

 $       33.60  
  

  
Jean Scherer 

 
for Toromare 

 

 $       50.00  
  

 
 

CCLC, Columbia 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       20.00  
  

 
 

CCLC, Columbia 
 

for Toromare 

 

 $    125.00  
  

 
 

Penny Madlinger 
 

for Toromare 

 

 $       50.00  
  

2-Jun 
 

Lynn Smith 
 

closing account 

 

 $ 1,432.98  
  

8-Jun 
 

Marion Schrader 
 

returned refund 

 

 $       80.00  
  

  
St. Mark's, Washington 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $    500.00  
  

20-
 

St. Paul, Peoria 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $    182.00  
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Jun 

 

 

Grace Lutheran, 

Springfield  
Regular offering 

 

 $    250.00  
  

29-

Jun  
St John Lutheran, Sibley 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $       60.00  
  

 

 

Grace Lutheran, 

Champaign  
Regular offering 

 

 $    150.00  
  

30-

Jul  
St. Peters, Arenzville 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $       20.00  
  

 
 

Trinity Lutheran , Canton 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       62.50  
  

5-

Oct  

Immanuel Lutheran, New 

Douglas 
Regular offering 

 

 $       13.00  
  

  

Immanuel Lutheran, New 

Douglas 
Cluster offering 

 

 $       13.00  
  

 
 

St. Paul Lutheran, Forrest 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       55.50  
  

 
 

St. Johns Lutheran, Sibley 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       60.00  
  

 

 

Epiphany Lutheran, 

Carbondale  
Regular offering 

 

 $    263.00  
  

28-

Oct  
Pat Casper 

 

Offering for Fall 

Gathering 

 

 $       50.00  
 

    

2-

Nov  
St. Peters, Camp Point 

 

gift, no offerings this 

period 

 

 $    100.00  
  

23-

Nov  
St. Paul, Peoria 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $    100.00  
  

 
 

St. Peters, Steelville 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $    116.00  
  

 
 

St. Paul, Gilman 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       50.00  
  

17-

Dec  
St. Peters, Arenzville 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $       20.00  
  

 
 

St. Johns, Sibley 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       60.00  
  

 
 

Immanual, Minonk 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $    205.50  
  

 
 

Grace, Springfield 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $    250.00  
  

Incom

e    

 

   

31-

Dec 
  Grace-Welca, Springfield 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $    150.00  
  

 
 

St. Luke, Campbell Hill 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       68.00  
  

 
 

St. Peters, Crescent City 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       36.30  
  

4-Jan 
 

St. Paul, Pontiac 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $    107.25  
  

 
 

Bonnie Hartke 
 

Donation 

 

 $    100.00  
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11-

Jan  
Our Savior, Bradley 

 
Regular offering 

 

 $    100.00  
  

 
 

St. Paul, Gilman 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $       95.50  
  

 
 

Trinity, Chenoa 
 

Regular offering 

 

 $    100.44  
  

 
   

INCOME TOTAL 

 

 $ 8,050.82  
  

 
    

 
   

Expenses 
  

 
   

24-

Feb 
  

Capitol Blueprint - 

Springfield  
printing of Newsletters 

 

 $    245.17  
  

24-

Feb 
  Jean Scherer 

 
postage for newsletters 

 

 $       66.00  
  

4-

Mar 
  Women of the ELCA 

 

replacement check for 

Council of Presidents 

 

 $    500.00  
  

5-

Mar 
  Harland Clarke 

 
charge for checks 

 

 $       22.25  
  

23-

May  
Women of the ELCA 

 

Feb-Apr (Q1) 1/2 

offering received 

 

 $    410.63  
  

 

 
Janice Eyer 

 

refund of registration 

Oct 2019 

 

 $       80.00  
  

 

 
Sharon Fryrear 

 

refund of registration 

Oct 2019 

 

 $       80.00  
  

 

 
Marion Shrader 

 

refund of registration 

Oct 2019 

 

 $       80.00  
  

  
Totomare via WELCA 

 

to go direct or 

Toromare 

 

 $ 1,700.00  
  

18-

Jun  
Jean Scherer 

 

Square Space for 

Website 

 

 $    164.00  
  

19-

Jun  
Harland Check 

 
order deposit slips 

 

 $       15.21  
  

3-

Aug  
Women of the ELCA 

 

May-Jul (Q2) 1/2 

offering received 

 

 $    639.05  
  

4-

Aug  
Gift Card for Kim  

 

preparation of 

newsletters 

 

 $       25.00  
  

5-

Oct  
Pastor Joy Miller 

 

Presentation @ Fall 

Gathering 

 

 $    100.00  
  

 

 
Pastor Kim Lee Brown 

 

Presentation @ Fall 

Gathering 

 

 $    100.00  
  

 

 
Amy Denny 

 

Presentation @ Fall 

Gathering 

 

 $       50.00  
  



 Central/Southern Illinois Synod  

                              Women of the ELCA March 2021 
                               

28-

Oct  
Jean Scherer 

 

Reimbursement - Fall 

Gathering 

 

 $       35.97  
  

 
 

Shared Hope International 
 

Donation 

 

 $    500.00  
  

 
 

Thistle Farms 
 

Donation 

 

 $    500.00  
  

 
 

Women of the Elca 
 

Donation 

 

 $    500.00  
  

 
 

Lutheran World Relief 
 

Donation 

 

 $    500.00  
  

1-

Nov  
Grace Lutheran Food 

 

IHO Randy Heidern, 

gathering work 

 

 $    100.00  
  

28-

Nov  
Women of the ELCA 

 

3rd quarter 1/2 

offerings, 1/2  

 

   

 
 

  
 

Gathering offering 

 

 $    240.25  
  

 
   

EXPENSES TOTAL 

 

 $ 6,653.53  
  

 
    

 
   

 

 
Balance as of 1-31-2021 

  

 

  

 $ 

4,146.10  

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
  

 
   

 

 

Penny Madlinger, 

Treasurer   

 

   

 

 

Your DONATIONS at work 
 

 

 

Lutheran World Relief 

Lutheran World Relief helps provide food, medical care, hope and relief kits such as 

fleece blankets, personal care kits, quilts, baby care kits, and school kits to those in need.  

This organization was founded in the United States, by Lutherans at the end of World 

War II in 1945, to help fight against poverty and help those in emergencies.  They do not 

discriminate against “race, religion or nationality and they do not evangelize.”  They 

work with Lutherans and others around the globe to stop poverty, fight injustice and help 

create new communities.  They truly serve and love our neighbors.  Thank you, Women 

of the ELCA Central/Southern Illinois Synod, for helping to support this worthwhile 

cause with your $500.00 donation.  Please continue to sew quilts, put together school and 

personal care kits to love our neighbors! 
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Shared Hope International 

This organization is in the fight against sex trafficking.  They provide education such as a 

movie we viewed at our 2019 Biennial Convention “Chosen” and shared at my church’s 

adult education class.  This short film shows two stories about “All American” teenage 

girls who have been tricked into trafficking.  One girl is eighteen years old and another 

thirteen and it shows how they were manipulated, exploited and chosen by traffickers. 

Women and men who have viewed this say they were shocked at how easily the teens can 

be influenced and several said they wanted to talk to their grandchildren about this.   

The video explains warning signs of sex trafficking and how teens can protect themselves 

from falling prey.   Shared Hope also has webinar series that help you to learn more about 

the laws in your state and how to take action.  

One webinar that is free is bringing faith to the fight which helps educate, equip and 

empower churches to fight against sex trafficking.  This organization has helped pay rent 

, mortgage payments, utilities, daycare and more to help victims especially during the 

time of the pandemic and Covid.  Their website is sharedhope.org.  Thank you for 

allowing the board to vote to send $500.00 to this cause.  

 

THISTLE FARMS 

“Love Heals” is the main focus of Thistle Farms as well as the book written by Becca 

Stevens.  She founded this therapeutic community program in 2013 for women survivors 

of trafficking, addiction and prostitution.  The program in Tennessee helps these 

survivors heal from years of trauma before and while in prison.  Thistle Farms has grown 

“from an initial team of five women to a global enterprise that employs more than 

eighteen hundred women survivors via global trade.” They say that “love is the most 

powerful force for change in the world and for healing”. The titles of some of the 

chapters in her book are that love heals:  through creation, with daily rituals, besides still 

waters, with compassion, across the world, during the act of forgiving and many more 

ways.  In this book, there are prayers and stories of how love has helped with healing.  I 

was introduced to Thistle Farms when this book was given to me at a conference for 

WELCA Presidents.  I have since enjoyed supporting their cause by using their lotions, 

jewelry and candles.  Becca explains the “Thistle” in their name is because thistles grow 

in tough areas, have deep roots and survive drought and heat.  They grow in areas and 

alleys where women of Thistle Farms have walked and lived.  Thistles are resilient and 

vibrant like the women survivors of this program.  Thanks to you, Central/Southern 

Illinois Synod of WELCA women, we were able to donate $500.00 to this program! 
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From Little Lambs Uganda 

First week of school done!  The highlight has of course been Storytime 

with Sara Oehlert (Grace, Springfield) 

It has been quite an experience trying to get internet on our end(Uganda) 

to work properly although I must say today we had no hiccups praise the 

Lord!   We are all trying to figure out how best to serve our children and 

we are blessed that we now have an amazing English teacher.   The 

children can barely wait for Monday and we do have several kids class 

bombing the Thursday and Friday classes....we won't turn any of them 

away....the more the merrier!( huh Sara) We are truly blessed. Blessings 

on all of you our friends May the Lord continue to watch over you and 

May He never forget your labour of Love....we definitely won't!  Love 

from Uganda! 

 

 

Report on conditions in Southern Madagascar as seen by Toromaree Manannato  

The Woman of the ELCA, C/SIS, have supported Toromaree since 2003 and we continue 

to support her as the Vice General Secretary of the Malagasy Lutheran Church in 

Madagascar. In late January of this year, I received a report from Toromaree on the 

realities of the drought and famine in Southern Madagascar. 

As she is driving and visiting many areas of the South, she describes what she sees and 

reports on how the people of her country are trying to eek out a living. Because she didn’t 

bring food, she did not stop in some places as the people expected food. She states that 

everywhere you go it is so dry that even the cactus plants have few leaves. Nothing grows 

so many of the fields have become soccer fields. Since the cactus have dried out, the 

famine is worse since people depend on the fruit and leaves of the cactus to survive. The 

cows and goats are starving as well as the people. Most people in the remote areas are 

living hand to mouth, with one meal a day sometimes. There are many health issues and a 

new disease called “Koretoke”. It is a type of mal nourishment that causes vomiting and 

diarrhea. The main cause is lack of clean drinkable water.  
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Toromaree is focusing on the following five areas to help her people: 

1. Teaching people 

2. Finding a sustainable project so there is food 

3. How to cultivate dry land  

4. Reforestation projects 

5. How to prepare a healthy stable food  

If you would like to see Toromaree’s Report and pictures as well as her proposals for 

short-, mid-, and long-term solutions, please click here. http://www.welca-

csis.org/s/toromaree.pdf  

The hardships are difficult to imagine. The perseverance of the Madagascar people is 

jaw dropping. As women of the ELCA, we will continue to support Toromaree in her 

efforts to do God’s work. Please pray for rain, strength, and faith that God can hear their 

cry’s. As Mission Chair for our WELCA synod, I pray that we will be able to provide 

monetary support as we have in the past.   God’s Blessings to all of you, Mike Schmidt, 

Mission Chair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.welca-csis.org/s/toromaree.pdf
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WELCA EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

Jean Scherer, President  
Grace Lutheran, Springfield  

EMAIL: j.d.scherer2@gmail.com 

C: 217-725-0301  

 

Pat Casper, Vice President  

Grace Lutheran, Springfield 

EMAIL: ciscis69@comcast.net 

H: 217-528-5486  C: 217-415-1214  

  

Secretary (open) 

 

Penny Madlinger, Treasurer  
Christ Community, Columbia  

EMAIL: pmadlinger@gmail.com 

C: 618-964-4969 

  

Mike Schmidt, Mission Chair  
Christ Community, Columbia   

EMAIL: mikeschmidt928@gmail.com 

C: 618-791-0386 

 

CONFERENCE REPRESENTATIVES: 

Bonnie Hartke, West Central Conf Rep  
Trinity Lutheran, Litchfield  

EMAIL: rbhartke@yahoo.com 

C: 217-825-5583 

 

Cindy J. Lierly, Northwest Conf Rep  
St. Peter’s Lutheran, Coatsburg 

EMAIL: hummingbirdcol98@yahoo.com 

H: 217-430-1871 

 

Donna Schuler, Northeast Conf Rep  
St. Paul Lutheran, Gilman 

EMAIL: donna.schuler@yahoo.com 

H: 815-265-4880 C: 217-714-2344 

  

Beverly Gross, Northern Conference Rep. 

First English Lutheran Church, Peoria 

EMAIL:  pandaluvr1@comcast.net 

C: 309-256-6650 

  

East Central Conference Rep. (open) 

  

Southern Conference Rep .(open) 

  

Margaret Ryan-Debonis, Marketing 

Committee  
Christ Community, Columbia 

EMAIL : Margaret.debonis@gmail.com 

C: 618-292-1102 

Kim Gietl, Newsletter Editor 

mailto:j.d.scherer2@gmail.com
mailto:pmadlinger@gmail.com
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