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Our journey continues at  
Grace Lutheran Church… 
 

We are working with the Synod office for guidance at this 
time.  We ask for patience, understanding and prayer.  
 

CALL PROCESS 
The Council has voted to move forward with a 
candidate at this time. As of this publication 
Pastor Tom Krieger has agreed to the call from 
the church council to be our Pastor. He is from Fairbury, IL at Trinity 
Lutheran Church. You can check out their website at FairburyTLC.com. 
We will be sending out information in the next few days and will keep you 
up to date on how we will proceed with a Special congregational meeting 
and the voting process at this time of COVID-19.  Be patient and 
understanding as we move forward trusting in Christ Jesus.  
 

We thank all our Call Committee Members: Tom Appleton, Phil Galloway, 
Harold Janssen, Sara Oehlert, Roberta Volkmann, Randy Heidorn, Ed 
Wollet, Chris Schofield and Deb Landis for their discernment in this 
process and the time they have taken.   
 

 

Our worship schedule for October is this: 

October 4: 9:15 am Outdoor Worship 

October 11:  9:30—11:00 am Drive Through Communion with  

Online Worship 

October 18:  9:15 am INDOOR Worship 

October 25:  9:15 am INDOOR Worship 

Then the plan would be to be indoors from this point on with live 
streaming from the Sanctuary. We are seeing what the safe opening 
committee recommends and their guidance. Also being wary of what is 
going on in the county with regards to COVID-19.  

Please make reservations with Kim for all in-person worship services.  

We welcome and thank Deacon Pat Caley for leading worship! 
 

 

Join  us  weekly  for  worsh ip  on l ine:  

FACEBOOK,  YOUTUBE ,  or  by  EMAIL  
You can go to either our website at  

www.gracelutheran-springfield.org  
on Facebook to Historic Grace Lutheran Church or to our YouTube 

Channel: Grace Lutheran Church Springfield IL and you will be taken to a 
link that will allow you to view the video of the weekend services. 

http://www.gracelutheran-springfield.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGjtMhzSgWUhHvokkQJdZhQ
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From the Home Desk of Cantor JB George… 
    

If you have kids or grandkids around who are trying 
to do online school, you know how hard it is to stay focused on a screen all 
day. I was (am) a hyperactive kid too, so I get it. In fact, my parents were 
told it would be better if I didn’t come back to preschool. I guess I had my 
own agenda.  

I think 2020 has seemed especially distracting. Here’s an excerpt from                   
a prayer this week by one of my favorite writer/speaker/pastors,                     
Nadia Bolz-Weber:  

I don't think you created us to be able to metabolize such a 
constant stream of bad news everyday, Lord. But I do know that 
you created us to metabolize cookies. And for that I give you 
thanks and praise. They are helping. But they are not enough.  

I’m glad for Christians like Nadia who can remind me that God still dwells 
in little things, in messed up things (and people!), in recorded music 
when we can’t sing together, in things that don’t seem to be bothered by 
the pandemic at all, like harvest and pets and the rotation of the earth 
(today’s the autumnal equinox.) 

Maybe that’s the kind of spirit St. Francis of Assisi had when he wrote 
these words (using the translation in Evangelical Lutheran Worship: 
(older translation was “All Creatures of Our God and King”) So many 
things around us. God give us eyes to see. 

1. All creatures, worship God most high! Sound ev'ry voice in earth and 
sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!  Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright; sing, 
sister moon and stars of night:   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia! 

 

2. Sing, brother wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and 
grain: Alleluia! Alleluia!  Dear sister water, useful, clear, make music 
for your Lord to hear: Alleluia… 

 

3. Sing, brother fire, so mirthful, strong, drive far the shadows, join the 
throng: Alleluia! Alleluia!  Dear mother earth, so rich in care, praise 
God in colors bright and rare: Alleluia… 

 

4. All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain and sorrow grieve: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  Christ bears your burdens and your fears; still make 
your song amid the tears: Alleluia… 

 

5. And you, most gentle sister death, waiting to hush our final breath: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, fair is 
the night that leads us home. Alleluia… 

 

6. O sisters, brothers, take your part, and worship God with humble 
heart: Alleluia! Alleluia!  All creatures, bless the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, Three in One: Alleluia… 
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    YOUR HEALTH NEWS 

 Parish Nurse...Diana Weyhenmeyer 
     

     

 This fall certainly has been different with COVID 19 virus.  I don't 
know what Halloween will bring for the children this year.  Will they 
trick or treat?  Will there be a Henson Robinson zoo event?  As I sit 
here to write this article for Grace Notes many questions remain 
unanswered.  I always enjoy the trick or treaters and their costumes.  
The kids look so cute.  I hope they get to dress up, just don't know if 
they will or not.   

 

 Hope has always been my favorite word.  I hope 
they get to trick or treat.  I have found another word I 
like and it's joy.  We need to keep hold of those two 
words especially in these trying times and days ahead.  
We were golfing the other day early in the morning and 
my heart was filled with joy when we saw six deer, a 
wild turkey and bunny rabbit on the golf course.            

My game wasn't so good; just seeing the animals filled my 
heart.  We have to look for opportunities for joy and hope 
when everything looks like doom and gloom. 
 

Can you think of some recent events that brought you joy 
and hope? 
 

 In Christ's Love, Diana 

  
 Guidelines for COVID-19 continue to update on these sites: 

 

dph.illinois.gov/covid19  
 

We look to these guidance's as leadership of the church for best practices in 
deciding how worship and building usage should move forward.  

 
 

HOSPITAL VISITS...Let us know if you are going into the 
hospital so that we may call on you.  Also if you or your 
family has welcomed a baby to your family also let us know 
so that child can be recognized with a rose! 
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Virtual Crop Walk:  October 4, 2020 
Springfield IL Do-It-Yourself CROP Hunger Walk 2020 
Walkers from each church choose their own times and 
routes to walk sometime before October 4, 2020.  
We are encouraging online fundraising. To donate, please 
go online and donate with CROP WALK at 
www.crophungerwalk.org/springfieldil  

Find the GRACE LUTHERAN WALKERS   
* Each walking group, following CDC guidelines, decides its own route.  
* Walkers may walk our traditional Walk Route starting and finishing at 
any point. It is available for download on the Crop Walk website 
* Walkers may choose to walk to nearby micro-pantries and make a food 
contribution. A list of Springfield micro-pantries is available at church. 
Consider something entirely different this year; walkers may choose to 
ride bikes, walk in local neighborhoods or rock in your rocking chairs. 
For more info contact Krista Steller kbsteller@gmail.com (217) 741- 8646    
 

Oct 1 Betty Fowler
 Adam Lowery 

Oct 2 Wayne Benanti 

 Frank Krone 

Oct 3 Amy Thompson 

Oct 5 Sarah Kennedy 

 Maurine Orr 

Oct 6 Mary Plymire 

Oct 7 Kacey Crum 

 Sharon Knop 

Oct 9 Charlotte Blumle 

 Anna Mae          
 Handshy 

Oct 12  Becky Schlouch 

 

 

 

 

Oct 13  Sandra Benanti 

    Trent Benanti 

    Harold Janssen 

Oct 14  Bethany  

    Jackson 

    Ryan Nation 

Oct 15  Liam Monahan 

Oct 17  Henry Appleton 

    Valerie Benanti 

    Kari Downey 

    Pat Janssen 

Oct 19  Dustin Janssen 

    Elliot Janssen 

Oct 20  Leona Garrison 

    Leora Harry 

Oct 21  Leo Alvies 

 

Oct 22  Travis Benanti 

Oct 23  Kelsi Slowe 

    Michael Wilson 

Oct 24  Laurie Jones 

    Tom O’Fallon 

Oct 26  Cameron Dees 

Oct 28  Marge Hanner 

Oct 29  Laurie Farrell 

    Charles                    
    Kreutzer 

Oct 30  Lorraine Bivin 

Oct 31  Patricia Little 

October Birthdays  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
AND 

GOD’S BLESSINGS!  
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 FOOD PANTRY REPORT  
As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Grace  
Lutheran Church Food Pantry is to feed the hungry.  

 

Grace Lutheran Food Pantry has been selected by local Hy-Vee store 
leadership as the benefiting non-profit in the Reusable Bag 
Program.  During the month of October, the Food Pantry will receive a 
$1 donation from each purchase of the $2.50 reusable red "My Heart" 
Bag at the Hy-Vee store located at 2115 S. Macarthur Blvd, Springfield.  
 

In August of 2020, we served more clients than any month since March, 
435 families composed of 1095 individuals.  We are lower than our pre-
pandemic numbers, but are serving more people each month.  We are 
seeing more large families with children.  Seniors remain at about 22% 
of our total number of clients. 
 

During August, we had receipts of $6,475.39 and expenses of 
$4,157.03 with a closing balance of $71, 628.18.  We expect that our 
numbers will continue to go up and return to the pre-pandemic days 
and that some of the extra support we have been receiving following 
the COVID outbreak will slow down. 
 

We received notice of a coming donation of $1,000 from the Springfield 
South Rotary.  The Rotary clubs also donate fresh oranges and 
grapefruits during the late winter.  Their citrus fruits are always the 
best! 
 

At this time, our biggest need is for volunteers 
who are able to carry relatively heavy grocery 
bags, boxes of supplies and crates of milk up a 
flight of stairs for our outside distribution 
Hours would be between 11:00 and 1:30 
Monday, Tuesday or Thursday.  If you are 
interested in helping with this, please contact 
the church office or call Food Pantry Director 
Doug McFarlan directly at 312-343-2561. 
 

Thank you to everyone for your time, donations, and prayers! 

 

Whether or not we have Trick or Treating in the area, 
 you can still donate Halloween candy to the Food Pantry.  
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL/ADULT FORUM/
CONFIRMATION CLASSES/BROWN BAG BIBLE 

STUDY MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!  
 

October 4 at 10:00AM 
WE WILL BEGIN SUNDAY SCHOOL VIA ZOOM 

All are welcome !! 
 

 

 
CONFIRMATION CLASS...is meeting on Sunday evenings and 
we thank Pat Caley for her leadership with the confirmands.  
 

 
 
Adult Forum via ZOOM... We hope to be starting soon...   
We will be continue to explore the ELCA Social Statements on Human 
Sexuality.  The first week will be a review of what we covered before the 
COVID-19.  Then we will discuss the ELCA and other Christian 
perspectives on same sex relationships.  After that, we will have 
speakers, if we have sufficient interest, on human sexuality and then 
homelessness (as it relates to vets, drugs, mental illness, etc.).   
We will select a time that does not conflict with Sunday School via zoom 
and/or services, drive up communion, etc.   
 
 
Brown Bag Bible Study will continue by ZOOM –                    
Thursdays at 12:10pm.   Please join us as we continue 
studying God’s word.  Please speak to Wanda Williams if you 
would like to be included.  All are welcome! 
 
 
Again, we appreciate patience and understanding as we move forward 
with our families and church life. 
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Note from Chris & Mary Schofield 
As Mary neared retirement we discussed where we would like to 
live for the rest of our lives.  Since we wouldn’t be working any 
more we could go anywhere we liked.  Complicating the issue our 
two daughters live in Seattle and Albuquerque and we couldn’t pick 
just one.  We talked about moving to Colorado Springs, which we 
both loved.  We also discussed moving to the Metro East area to be 
near Lambert airport (making it easier to visit our daughters) and 
our St. Louis Cardinals. 
In the end we decided to make the huge move from Rochester to 
Springfield.  This was entirely due to two factors - this is where our 
friends and our church are.   
The events of the last month, with Mary breaking her back and 
having major surgery while in the midst of that move, have proven 
that to be the right decision.  The outpouring of love, prayers and 
support has been overwhelming.  Mary and I want to thank 
everyone at Grace who has called, texted, offered to help or prayed 
for her.   
Thanks in large part to those prayers Mary’s surgery was a success.  
After nearly three weeks in the hospital and rehabilitation facility 
she is now home recovering in Springfield and we look forward to 
the time when we can meet and thank everyone in person.  God 
bless you all and keep praying.  God listens and it works. 
Chris & Mary Schofield 

REFORMATION/ ALL SAINTS WEEKEND  
Oct 31/Nov 1 
There are five theological principles that unified the 
various streams of the Reformation: Sola Fide (by faith 
alone); Sola Christus (through Christ alone); Sola Gra-
tia (by grace alone); Sola Scriptura (by Scripture 
alone); Soli Deo Gloria (glory to God alone).   
Luther believed that the Reformation was a direct result 
of the Holy Spirit moving him and others to action.  
This day is a celebration of the 

Holy Spirit that continues to move us toward the 
grace and mercy of God, even today.    
We can also recognize on Sunday, all those saints 
who have gone before us and those who are still 
working in the kingdom here on earth. Join us for 
worship! 



9 

 

WELCOME New members:  
John H George and J.B. George 

 JB and his dad, John joined Grace last month. 
Some were surprised JB wasn’t already a member, but 
now he is! 
JB’s dad, John, is Grace’s newest member, and, at 90, 
also one of the oldest. Since most of you have only 
known him for a few years, here is a little biographical snapshot of those 
90 years: 
 John Henry George was born in Butte, Montana. Butte is a mining 
town, and has a fascinating, gritty history. The Montana copper mining 
boom coincided with mass immigration from Europe, so like many much 
larger coastal cities, Butte became a city of immigrants, each having their 
own enclave within the city.  
 The George’s lived in “little Cornwall” until John’s grandfather 
developed lung problems from his job as a stone mason lining smelter 
furnaces. They moved 8 miles out of town and homesteaded a dairy farm. 
Though the dairy was never a successful business venture, John’s mother 
first saw his father when he was delivering “clotted cream.” John grew up 
in the Great Depression, and milked cows twice a day. His dad was a 
machinist, but had a paralyzing hand accident on the job which ended 
that career. This was before Workers Compensation or anything like that. 
John’s mother went to work in the laundries. People in Butte are proud of 
their history with organized labor (it was the site of the founding 
convention and first chapter of the Western Federation of Miners in 
1885), and John’s mother became a leader in the Launderers Union local.  
 When he wanted his first car, John was offered a 1926 Chevrolet 
with the engine in pieces. He could have a car, but he had to build it 
himself! That led to an interest in auto mechanics. He served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps during the Korean War, but was never sent overseas. Later, 
he returned home to Butte and purchased his parents’ vacant homestead. 
He eventually started his own truck repair business. 
John was not raised in the church. As an adult, he was invited to attend a 
Lutheran church by his friends. He met his wife, Donna, singing in the 
church choir. She was eventually also the church organist and choir 
director, and they raised JB with church music always present.  
  John and Donna enjoyed many years of retirement together, 
traveling in their motor home, and spending winters in Sun City, Arizona. 
When Donna died in 2018, John moved to Springfield to be closer to JB 
and Connie. He enjoys going to concerts and the many activities with his 
grandchildren we look forward to resuming when the pandemic is over. 
John has enjoyed the loving welcome people at Grace have given him. 
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 Shoppers and delivery people 
needed… 
Kumler's Outreach Ministry has asked us to help 
them provide  layettes for needy mothers of        
newborns. In addition to our members who may 
donate money or purchase layettes or donate clean used layettes, 
Thrivent has approved $250 for us to purchase layettes.  
We need someone to purchase layettes and someone to deliver 
them to Kumler at 303 E. North grand. Please call Charlotte Blum-
le, 217-546-5573, if you can help in any way. 
 
 

 

FOOD… Adam and Heidi Lowery's teenage 
daughter died in August from cancer. We have 
organized an opportunity to share God's love 
by providing comfort food for the family, e.g. 

snacks, cookies, fruit, salads, desserts, muffins, etc. The family at 
this time consists of three adults and one child.  Many of us know, 
from experience, home much the church family is so very im-
portant when grieving.  
Details are on the MEAL TRAIN SITE  
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/e8e4r1 
Please indicate the date you wish to provide something. We are 
just providing these items once a week.  We are hoping to go 
through the Thanksgiving holiday.  Refer questions to Kim Gietl or 
Charlotte Blumle. 
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What is a Stephen Minister? 
A Stephen Minister is a caring individual who can 
help others navigate their present situation.   
Stephen Ministers are trained to help when people 
encounter loss, grief, relationship challenges, and a 
myriad of things that can throw one's life into a 
tailspin.  They are not counselors. They are not 
“know-it-alls.” They are not individuals who try to 
fix everyone’s troubles. They simply provide love, 
care, and support when it is needed the most.  
Let us know if you are in need.  
 

 
OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 
We Pray… Ever-living God, strengthen and sustain pastors, deacons 
and bishops especially Bishop Roth and Bishop Eaton, and Deacon Pat 
Caley that with patience and understanding they may love and care for 
your people. Grant that together they may follow in the way of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND 

LEO & DIXIE ALVIES  

DOROTHY BAHRE 

GLENDA BOWLES 

BETTY FOWLER 

GLORIA GAGNON 

DELORES KERN 

HELEN MOORE 

ELEANOR SAKRIS 

ANN SCHLICHT 
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
The September Council meeting was held on September 22 at 6:30 pm  

 

 Approval for the calling of a pastor for Grace Lutheran Church was 
voted upon approved - Vote yes—1 absent 

 A financial package for that pastor was also presented and 
approved— Vote yes—1 absent 

 Discussion for what will be done for Special Congregational meeting 
was had. 

 Discussion and planning for doing air quality work in the Sanctuary 
including ionization and fresh air intake.  Approved funds for  

    Vote yes - 1 absent 

 The floor and pews in the sanctuary were discussed as to replace the 
flooring with new vinyl and space pews out more. 

 Finances for both church and food pantry continue to remain strong 
 Worship and Music along with the Safe Opening committee 

recommend that we offer in building church beginning October 18   
at 9:15 am and continue on as long as safe.  

 
 

FINANCIAL/ATTENDANCE REPORT 
August 2020     August 2019 

            Income: $25,857      Income: $32,195  
           Expense: $23,232      Expense: $28,664 
           SURPLUS: $2,625      SURPLUS: $3,532 

 

YTD 2020              YTD 2019 
 Income: $234,434      Income: $222,508 
  Expense: $194,109       Expense: $222,344  

          SURPLUS: $40,326                SURPLUS: $164 
 

 

Attendance for August/September 2020              

     YouTube  Facebook  

Pentecost 12    Live Stream  80 

Pentecost 13  43  43 

Pentecost 14  43  28 

Pentecost 15  46  45 

Pentecost 16  12  Live Stream  66 

Drive Through Communion  

September 12:  35   

Outdoor Worship 

September 20:  36 
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Prayers of Grace  - Stephen Ministers 

“Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion.  Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.”   

              Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 
 

In need of prayer?   

 - Call the church office (522-3965) 

 - Email Sara Oehlert at soehlert@aol.com 
 
 
 

THE PUMPKIN PRAYER 

Begin your devotion by talking to the children about Halloween and All 
Saint's Day.  A long time ago there was a festival on October 31st. to 
celebrate the harvest season. People tried to scare away evil spirits by 
dressing up in scary costumes. Many years later children dressed up like 
evil spirits. They went door-to-door telling people that if they got a treat 
the evil spirits would go away.  Later the church decided to change the 
festival by making it a celebration of the eternal life, not evil spirits. 
Instead of honoring evil spirits, they honored all the Christians who had 
died in the last year.  November 1st was called “All Saint’s Day’ or All 
Hallowed (holy ones) Day”. The evening before was called “All Hallowed 
Eve”. Over the years the name was shortened to “Halloween.  

 

THE PUMPKIN PRAYER 

Dear God, As I carve my pumpkin help me say this prayer: 

Open my mind so I can learn about you; 

(cut the top of the pumpkin) 

Take away all my sin and forgive me for the wrong things I do. 

(clean out the inside) 

Open my eyes so your love I will see; 

(cut eyes shaped like hearts) 

I’m sorry for turning up my nose to all you’ve given me 

(cut a nose in the shape of the cross) 

Open my ears so your Word I will hear; 

(cut ears shaped like the Bible) 

Open my mouth so I can tell others you are near. 

(cut mouth in the shape of a fish) 

Let your light shine in all I say and do! Amen. 

(place candle inside and light it) 

 

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
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Please note the following schedule for what is happening: 
 
 

JOIN US - OCTOBER 3, 2020 
WELCA C/SIS VIRTUAL FALL GATHERING  

We miss you and want you to join us virtually on YouTube, October 3 
or any time after, with the theme Women’s Ordination Anniversaries!  
It will be released on Grace Lutheran Church Springfield IL YouTube 
and the link is as follows:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGjtMhzSgWUhHvokkQJdZhQ.   

TWISTED STITCHERS ZOOM 
The Twisted Stitchers meet October 6 at 7:00 pm. 

Butter Braids, Pizzas and Cookies…   
WELCA is trying to work out a way to sell butter braids, rolls, 
cookie dough & pizzas and have them available the Friday 
before Thanksgiving.  
Look for all the details in the November Grace Notes. 
This is a fundraiser WELCA uses to provide funds to local 
service agencies. 

Ruth Circle - meets October 20 at 7:00 pm via ZOOM.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGjtMhzSgWUhHvokkQJdZhQ
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COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE COMMITTEES THEY REPRESENT 

Administration/Finance    Tom Appleton, John Klint (VP),  

  Susan LeMasters (Treasurer) 

Christian Education   Jessica Thannen, Amy Monahan 

Community Ministry  Randy Heidorn, Diana Weyhenmeyer 

Evangelism    Janet Conrady, Deb Landis, Amy Monahan 

Fellowship    Mary Schofield, Wanda Williams 

Long Range Planning  Gene Blade, Phil Galloway 

Parish Life     Deb Landis 

Property    Gene Blade 

Stewardship   Phil Galloway 

Worship & Music   Tom Appleton, Wanda Williams 

Youth     Claire Thannen 

Stephen Ministry  Jan Conrady 
 

In Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 8:00am—4:00pm 

Please call the church office for any information. Phone (217) 522-3965  

 

Grace Food Pantry current operating schedule is: 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 11:00 am-1:30 pm 

Food Pantry Phone (217) 522-9707 

 
REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

    June-August:  Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday 9:15 am 

September-May:  Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Our church is ACCESSIBLE for wheelchairs.  

Nursery care is available at Sunday worship services. 

 
 

E-mail addresses 

cmjbgeorge@gmail.com–Cantor 

k.gietl15@yahoo.com-Administrative Assistant 
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Join us for worship online  

______________________________________________________________________ 
       

 
OUR STAFF 

CANTOR  
JB George  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   
  

 PARISH NURSE     
         Diana Weyhenmeyer 
 
 CHURCH CUSTODIAN  
 Aaron VonHolten 
 

gracelutheran-springfield.org 


