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growth in everyone, and serve all creation with Christ-like love. 

  

We accomplish this by: 
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 serving the community 

 reaching out to those in need 
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Pastor Wayne Sez... 
 

May 31st will conclude with the story of Pentecost as 
told in Acts 2. This 50-day festival after the Passover 
becomes the beginning of the Church founded by 12 
Apostles. For us Pentecost was to be a celebration for 
two of Graces young people Julian Jansen and Isabella 
Behl but due to COVID-19, this joyous time of confession 

will be moved to another red day in the Church, Reformation Sunday 
October 25th. This time of Pentecost in the past signaled for us also the 
beginning of the summer retreat. But it seems that has also been put on 
pause. If anything people may be wanting to get back to a normal work 
schedule. I know many want to get back to a normal worship schedule. 
One thing still remains about the Pentecost season it is a call for the 
church to take the message of Christ to ends of the world, well the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as told by Acts is not to be locked up in an upper 
room but to be taken with us wherever we go in the world, however we 
go be it virtually or in our own homes amongst our family. You have 
marvelous opportunities this summer to spread the Gospel. Have you 
noticed people seem to be a little grumpier during this shelter in place? 
Here is the opportunity to become an evangelist.  It’s as simple as 
asking in your conversation with people how they are doing and maybe if 
there is a way you can pray for them. Invite them to join you on  Sunday 
to go to virtual church with you by going to Grace Lutheran Church 
Springfield and then clicking on the links to either Facebook or YouTube  
you may gain a friend. Remember as we invite people to Christ we give 
them the opportunity to experience the Pentecost breath.  
Pentecost and prayer 
Acts 2:42 talks about the believers who gathered together in this way: 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Beginning on Pentecost go 
through your church directory and say a prayer for the names there you 
have a whole six months to pray for those people there. You might drop 
them an email that simply says I prayed for you today. 
Pentecost and Faith Journeys 
Beginning in June, you can following the faith journey of several Old 
Testament people.  People like Abraham, Jacob, Joseph and Joshua.   
You will have an opportunity to follow their faith journey and you will 
have an opportunity to reflect and share how their faith journey is 
similar to your own.  Make a faith journey wall to share your story of 
faith.  If you would like to get a start on exploring the faith journeys of 
our Old Testament heroes here is their cycles in the Bible.  
 

Abraham  Gen 12 – Gen 25:18  Jacob  Gen 25:19 – Gen 35 
Joseph  Gen 37- Gen 45   Joshua  Joshua 1- Joshua 24 
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From the home office of  
Cantor J.B. George… 

 

As I looked ahead to my summer worship planning, I 
consulted our standby worship resource, sundaysandseasons.com, which is a 
subscription-based services from Augsburg Fortress.  I usually read the 
seasonal ideas for music and liturgical decorations and practices.  Some of 
them have come to fruition in meaningful practices we have tried at Grace.  
Well, this year, they didn’t seem to apply at all!  At least not yet.  Choir 
spread out among the assembly, helping lead new songs?  Not this summer, 
probably.  Visual symbols of our prayers in our worship space?  Not much 
point right now.   
One idea did resonate though: the idea of summer as a time to try 
something new.  That’s exactly what we have been doing these weeks of 
staying at home.  I have enjoyed learning new ways to present and share 
music which supports worship.  Like everyone else, we have had our trials 
with technology, but, in the end, our circle has grown because of it.  People 
who are far away have been brought back “into the fold” more often. 
Our gospel readings this summer will take us through the ministry of Jesus 
at times when he calls us to think about the “kingdom of heaven.” It grows.  
Like yeast.  Like a mustard seed.  It spreads.  Like the miraculous feast for 
5,000+ people.   
It is even like…a virus.  As Martin Luther says so well in the Small 
Catechism, “God’s kingdom comes on its own without our prayer, but we ask 
in this prayer that it may also come to us.” We are doing so much to avoid 
the deadly spread of COVID-19, yet it is so difficult.  The virus seems to 
have a mind of its own.  What if our experience of the gospel were to 
“infect” us and our contacts with joy and life, just as a virus infects with 
sickness?   
Even as we continue to avoid joining together physically in song, so as not 
to spread illness, let us continue to join our hearts in song, so that we will 
continue to spread God’s love to all in a world that needs it so much!  JB 
 

Jo in  us  week ly  fo r  wo rsh ip  o n l in e:  
F ACE B OOK,  YOU TU BE ,  OR  B Y E M AI L  

You can go to either our website at www.gracelutheran-springfield.org on 
Facebook to Historic Grace Lutheran Church or to our YouTube Channel:  
Grace Lutheran Church Springfield IL and you will be taken to a link that will 
allow you to view the video of the services for Saturday/Sunday.  
Randy has been doing a great job along with JB putting the videos 
together each week, if you have more pictures of church life for the 
videos, email those to rrheidorn@gmail.com or Kim in the church office.   
If you need pastoral assistance you can reach Pastor Wayne by text 
message at 309-360-1085 or please call the church office.  God bless you 
and keep you safe in this time of uncertainty. 

http://www.gracelutheran-springfield.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGjtMhzSgWUhHvokkQJdZhQ
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    YOUR HEALTH NEWS Parish Nurse… 
                                     Diana Weyhenmeyer 
 

 I thought I’d continue on the Covid virus part 3.  All information 
comes from the CDC (Center of Disease Control) website. 

TESTING FOR COVID 19 VIRUS 

Two kinds of tests are available for COVID-19: viral tests and antibody 
tests. 

 A viral test tells you if you have a current infection. 

 An antibody test tells you if you had a previous infection. 

An antibody test may not be able to show if you have a current infection, 
because it can take 1-3 weeks after infection to make antibodies. We do 
not know yet if having antibodies to the virus can protect someone from 
getting infected with the virus again, or how long that protection might 
last. 

WHO SHOULD BE TESTED 

To learn if you have a current infection, viral tests are used. But not 
everyone needs this test. 

 Most people will have mild illness and can recover at home without 
medical care and may not need to be tested. 

 CDC has guidance for who should be tested, but decisions about testing 
are made by state and local health departments or healthcare providers. 

 If you have symptoms of COVID-19 and want to get tested, call your 
healthcare provider first. 

 You can also visit your state or local health department’s website to look 
for the latest local information on testing. 

Although supplies of tests are increasing, it may still be difficult to find a 
place to get tested. (We have several sites including HSHS St. John’s 

Hospital, Memorial Medical Center on 6th street and the Illinois Department 
of Public Health behind J.C. Penny’s). 

RESULTS 

 If you test positive for COVID-19 by a viral test, know what 
protective steps to take if you are sick or caring for someone. 

 If you test negative for COVID-19 by a viral test, you probably 
were not infected at the time your sample was collected. However, that 
does not mean you will not get sick. The test result only means that you 
did not have COVID-19 at the time of testing. 

 If you test positive or negative for COVID-19, no matter the type of test, 
you still should take preventive measures to protect yourself and others. 

  In Christ’s love,  Diana 
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So where are we at Grace? 
1. We are meeting online for worship each week by way 
of YouTube or Facebook. If you need help locating any 
of this, call Kim in the office or go to the website 
gracelutheran-springfield.org and it will take you there. 

2. Thank you for those who are participating in many 
and various ways in the production, reading and musical contributions for 
the weekly worship. 

3. Pastor Wayne will be with us through the month of June as our Interim 
Pastor and we greatly appreciate this.  Pastor has graciously offered to 
return in a Supply Pastor half time roll through September. Our 
preference is to have a full time pastor. We are working with the Synod 
office in finding a replacement.   

4. The Food Pantry continues to feed our community – current hours are 
Monday 11:00-2:30 and Tuesday and Thursday 11:00-1:30 pm.  We are 
so grateful for the faithful volunteers that have stepped up in this 
challenging time.  

5. Kim is in the office on Wednesday and partially on Friday if you need 
anything from the building. She is taking all calls and working from home 
otherwise. Aaron is in the building as the Food Pantry runs and JB is also 
working from home. 

6. We appreciate all those who continue to give their tithes and offerings as 
often as you are able. 

7. As of right now, for the safety of our members, we will continue through 
the month of June with internet worship. We as a staff talk weekly on 
possibilities of worship as more scientific data comes in on COVID-19 and 
the CDC and IDPH get more information. Council will revisit this topic at 
the June meeting.   

8. Council is meeting by Zoom monthly. If you have concerns, comments or 
any feedback on worship, please speak to a Council member.  

9. The church is not closed –WE ARE THE CHURCH – God’s hands and feet 
in the community fully.  

If you or someone in our church family is in need, do not hesitate to ask for 
help. These are uncertain times and we are here to help where we can.    

Please pray for our church at this time, for our staff, for our leadership, for 
the Food Pantry, the ELCA and for our world.  To end the pandemic, healing, 
and the fortitude to endure 
the coming months.  

We give thanks for all the 
good gifts of God.   
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A note From Stephen Ministry... 
When I was a child, very rarely the basement in our 
farm house would flood. Then it was “all-hands-on-
deck!” Everything had to come off the floor, quick! Toy 
box, laundry baskets, storage of various boards and 
projects, up, up off the floor! While the water pump, 
furnace, and water heater sat on platforms, the power 
had to be turned off to the washer and dryer. Food in 
the freezers was moved out, the freezers lifted onto makeshift risers, 
the food returned. The floor drains were bringing water in! The gas 
operated pump had to be brought to the basement window. One pipe 
in the basement, one down the driveway where the slope was away 
from the house. Big brown push brooms to push the water toward the 
intake pipe. Once the water was out, mopping with hot Mr. Clean water 
for those concrete basement floors. And finally, the humming 
dehumidifiers finished the job. It was a big push to get through a 
sudden need. It took the whole family, and sometimes the aunts, 
uncles, and cousins just up the road. We met the challenge of flooding 
with the gifts of God; family, some elbow grease, and quiet prayers for 
a little less rain this week. 
 

Your sudden need may not be water-related. In our lives, when 
challenges are “flooding in”, please ask for help. The writer of Psalm 69 
says, “Do not let the floodwaters engulf me, or the depth swallow me 
up.” I can’t vouch for the water-sweeping abilities of Stephen Ministers, 
but I know they are available to help in times when faith feels 
overwhelmed. Let us know how we can help you. The church staff can 
point you in our direction with confidentiality assured. 
 

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confidential, one-to-one 
Christian care. They will listen, care, encourage, and pray with and for 
you. Stephen Ministers have been specially trained to meet your 
emotional and spiritual needs. If you or someone you know is hurting, find 
out more about Stephen Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen 
Leaders: Cindy Anderson, Jim Hobbs or Sara Oehlert.  
Our Stephen Ministers are there to care! 

 

DOROTHY BAHRE 
BETTY FOWLER 

GLORIA GAGNON 
DELORES KERN 

HELEN MOORE 
GENE RUBLEY 

ELEANOR SAKRIS 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND 
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   Servant Opportunities 

 Help in the Food Pantry for the summer, especially teens and youth. 

 Help spread the word about our cookbook  

 CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUTES!! 
Paul Appleton graduated from the UIC John Marshall Law School in      

December, passed the Illinois Bar Exam and was sworn in to the practice 
of law in Illinois on May 7.  He is joining August in the private practice            

of law in Springfield.  
Conner Dees graduated from Glenwood High School  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Public Library may be closed...BUT there is a large   
variety of books in our little library.  We have some Christian 
teenage series, some mysteries, one shelf of Christian/Lutheran 
educational books, most of a shelf of biblical stories for 
young children, several year of devotional books, as well as 
hymnals that members may want to accompany our services. 

 

 

Christian Education  
First and foremost we miss our families and life-long learners so much. 
We are sad we had to end the year so abruptly and we cannot celebrate 
fully together. We wish to thank all the teachers this last year:   
Kari Downey, Katherine Galloway, Mary Plymire, Amy Luckey, Mary Jo 
Anderson, Pastor Wayne Shelksohn and the adult leaders and Helen 
Appleton for all their work with Adult Forum as well as Bible study.  
We are so grateful for all your time and effort. We do not know what the 
future holds for our church building and when we can get back together 
for learning and worship, but we know God is with us and we are his 
children. God’s blessings for a safe summer!! 
Brown Bag Bible Study continues each Thursday via ZOOM, please 
contact Wanda Williams if you want to join in the discussion.  
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  
Helen Appleton 

As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Grace Lutheran Church  
Food Pantry is to feed the hungry.  

 

In April of 2020, we served 310 families composed of 735 individuals 
compared to 508 families composed of 1048 individuals in April of 2019.  We 
suspect this drop in numbers is due to many people staying home as much 
as possible, stimulus checks starting to arrive, and the community opening 
some additional resources for food.  In addition, there were some rainy/
chilly days.  As we now have outdoor pickup, people have to wait outdoors, 
socially distancing, to get food.  Despite the decrease, we have still served 
more families (1845 vs. 1822) and individuals (4027 vs. 3763) to date in 
2020 as compared to 2019. 
Our starting balance for April was $47,131.43 per the last Grace Notes 
report, but $47,238.90 per the official records.  There were $10,093.00 in 
regular deposits; $5,296.90 in transfers from the Food Basket Fund, PayPal, 
and grants; and $7,339.73 in expenditures for an ending balance of 
$55,289.07.  As mentioned last month, we were the recipients of a grant for 
$2,500 from the Community Foundation for the Land of Lincoln COVID-19 
Response Fund.  $579.90 was donated through the donor button on our 
website.  PayPal has a special rate for non-profits that allows people to use 
a credit or debit card to donate.  Our church members and the community 
have been very generous during this time of crisis!   
Our Savior's Lutheran School did a food collection a couple weeks 
ago.  Apparently students drop off homework once a week, and so they did 
a food drive associated with this. They collected $545.00 as well as 324 
toilet paper rolls, 40 soaps and detergent, 45 crackers, 70 Peanut butter, 
249 canned veggies, 190 canned fruit, 73 soups, 105 canned meats, 18 
cookie/cake mix, 70 jellies, 59 spaghetti sauce, 11 juices, 72 cereals, and 
421 other dry goods.  Thank you to Annie Ellis and Jim Hobbs for counting 
those items.  
We want all our church members to remember that any member in need is 
invited to use the Food Pantry.  These are unusual times and persons who 
are usually employed and able to be givers now may need help themselves.  
Please do not hesitate to come! 
The Food Pantry hours have shortened somewhat based upon volunteer 
availability and client need.  We are now open from 11:00 to 2:30 on 
Mondays, 11:00 to 1:30 on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and closed on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
We were unable to have our annual volunteer appreciation 
luncheon this year and want all our volunteers to know how 
much we appreciate the work they do, and especially thank 
those who are able and willing to help during this time.  
Please keep our volunteers and our clients in your prayers! 
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
Council meeting was cancelled for March 24, 2020 

Council will meet by ZOOM April 28, 2020 
March 2020    March 2019 

       $21,592 Income        $25,726 Income 
              $26,048 Expense            $32,681 Expense 
         Deficit ($4,456)                Deficit ($6,955) 
  YTD 2020     YTD 2019 
      $75,475 Income                $69,256 Income 
             $79,799 Expense        $89,325 Expense 
      Deficit ($4,324)         Deficit ($20,069) 
 

Generosity abounds…. 
If you are able to continue your regular giving please do so by mail  

or continue with direct giving. Thank you for those that have done so 
for the past couple months.  

One of our members has kept track of savings at this time of Covid-19 
such as copays and transportation costs and has used those savings as 

a donation to the church.     
We have such generous members in our midst and we pray for those 

who are struggling at this time and who cannot give who would 
normally do so.  Thank you all.   

 

 
   

 $250...may be available for a project you are 
working on this year, e.g. Animal Protective 
League, scouts, school supplies, Grace Food 
Pantry, etc. If Thrivent approves your application 

for funds, you will receive a credit card for $250 to purchase advertising, 
supplies, etc. For further information contact Charlotte Blumle, 546-5573. 
 

 

SPRING GARDEN OF FLOWERS 
FLOWERS WILL ADORN THE SANCTUARY AS SOON AS WE ARE ABLE 

 TO WORSHIP IN THE BUILDING AGAIN and ALL THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN 
TOWARD THEM WILL BE RECOGNIZED. 

 

 

Thank You's 
My thanks and gratitude to everyone that has held me up in their 
thoughts and prayers, called, emailed or texted me...also for the 
beautiful cards full of love and inspiration and the amazing meal 
delivered with a smile to my back door!  Peace and Blessings to all.  
Kathy Kreutzer 
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ALL WOMEN of Grace are welcome at the Women’s Circle meetings  

     and other WELCA events. 
 

SEE our latest Central Southern IL Synod Newsletter on the Grace website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your journey, 
offering a faith reflection every day. Encounter God’s 
extravagant, boundless and often surprising grace by signing 
up for a daily email message. You can also download the 
newly updated app for your IOS and Android devices. 

 

 
 

 
 

RUTH CIRCLE meets by Zoom the last Tuesday of the month. Email Wanda 
Williams or Janet Conrady.    

 
The following story appeared on the back of the Mother's Day Card that I 
received from my family in Springfield.  I thought it was appropriate for 
these trying times and any such that come along: 
 

"The offering is a highlight of the church service for our young children, 
who delight in placing the little offering envelope into the offering 
plates.  We have made it a practice to tithe each Sunday morning and give 
a small offering during the evening service, so that our two children each 
get to put something into the offering plate. 
     One Sunday evening, as it came time for the offering, I looked to my 
husband, who always seems to have change in his pocket, and found he 
had none.  There was our young son, hand outstretched, waiting for 
those familiar coins to put into the envelope.  I desperately searched my 
purse, but it, too, was empty.  We had to tell our boy that we just didn't 
have anything to give.  Our son looked heartbroken. 
     Suddenly, there was a smile on his face, and we watched as he blew a 
kiss into the offering envelope, proudly sealed it, and placed it into the 
collection plate just as it passed by. 
     That's what God really wants, isn't it?  Each of us to offer Him the best 
we have."   ---- Reva J. Reed 
 

 I wish you enough. E-U later, with lov'n prayers, Norma 
 

TWISTED STITCHERS… is a group of ladies that get to-
gether the first Tuesday evening of the month in someone’s 
home and have an evening of fellowship and stitching crafts 
(knitting, crochet, cross-stich, quilting or anything else).    

http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/daily-grace/id425207945?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.elca.dailygrace
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/daily-grace/an-epiphany-prayer
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June Birthdays 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and GOD’S BLESSINGS TO YOU!  

COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THE COMMITTEES THEY REPRESENT 

Administration/Finance    Tom Appleton, John Klint, Susan LeMasters 

Christian Education   Jessica Thannen, Amy Monahan 

Community Ministry  Randy Heidorn, Diana Weyhenmeyer 

Evangelism    Janet Conrady, Deb Landis, Amy Monahan 

Fellowship             Mary Schofield, Wanda Williams 

Long Range Planning           Gene Blade, Phil Galloway 

Parish Life     Deb Landis 

Property    Gene Blade, Bob Ellis 

Stewardship   Phil Galloway 

Worship & Music   Tom Appleton, Wanda Williams 

Youth     Claire Thannen 

June 1 Toni Klit 
 

June 3   Linda Kennedy 
 

June 5 Art Carlson 
  Amy Essig 
 

June 9 Susan Thompson  
 

June 10 Marguerite Dixon 
 

June 11 Jim Turner 
 

June 12 Marcia Harrison 
  Bryan Knop 
 

June 13 Joyce Abrams 
   

June 14 J.B. George 
 

June 15 Anjanette Lord 
 

June 16 Amelie Janssen 
  Kim Schlicht 

June 17 Lisa Benanti 
  Cathy Loyd 
 

June 19 Daniel Heidorn 
  Cindy Martin 
    

June 22     Chris Schofield 
 

June 23 Gene Miner 
 

June 25 Katie George 
 

June 26 Tristen Lovekamp 
  JB Wood 
  

June 27 Ann Schlicht 
   

June 29 Pat Ekle 
  

June 30 Brynn Brockmeyer 
  Kelton Thompson 
  Evan Wilson 
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   Join us for worship online 

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

    June-August:  Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday 9:15 am 

September-May:  Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Our church is ACCESSIBLE for wheelchairs.  

Nursery care is available at Sunday worship services. 

Please call the church office for any information.  Phone...522-3965  

Office Hours Mon—Fri 8:30am—4:30pm 

Grace Food Pantry operating schedule is: 

Monday 11:00 am-2:30 pm,  Tues, Thu 11:00 am-1:30 pm  

Food Pantry Phone…522-9707 

 
 

OUR STAFF 

INTERIM PASTOR   
Rev. O. Wayne Shelksohn   
  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   
 
PARISH NURSE    
Diana Weyhenmeyer 

 CANTOR  
 J.B. George   
 
 CHURCH CUSTODIAN   
     Aaron VonHolten 

 

gracelutheran-springfield.org 


